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LETTER XXX. 



Bruhl. 

VV E fhould have loft all title to the cha- 
rafter of curious travellers, if we had omitted to 
vifit Bruhl J the country refidence of the Eleftor 
of Cologne. It was marked down by my friend 
at Dujfeldorff^ among the merkwurdigkeiten^ and 
urged upon us by feveral gentlemen at the public 
table, as well as by our valet de place y who took 
this opportunity of convincing us, that his know- 
ledge extended beyond the limits of the city 
walls. It was not more than one poft and an 
half out of the direft road to Bonn-, — the wea- 
ther was fine; — we had the day before us;— 
no urgent biifinefs calked us to Bonn in the fore- 
noon; —and we fhould ftill be able to reach it 
in the afternoon. No reafonable objeftion, 
therefore, could be made to the propofition. 
Vol. IL ^ B Though, 
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Though, to confcfs the truth, if Co many cir- 
cumftanccs had not concurred to fupport this 
motion, I (houldi h^vc oppofed it. 

I had feen niany noblemen's feats in England, 
fome in France, and not a few of the principal 
country-houfes in Holland; fo that my curiofity 
was pretty well fatisficd. After the novelty of 
thefe obje6h ^s oyer, their great and formal 
fimilarity becomes irkfome. The litde diver- 
fity that is perceived between the one and the 
other, fcarcely compenfates for the trouble of 
being conduced from apartment to apartment^ 
and liftening to the hiftories of family pidures, 
which you forget the moment you leave the 
place; or of rich embroidery, worked by female 
perfonages, with whom we have never had the ho- 
nour of being acquainted. I find it rather trou- 
blefbme to be obliged to admire, out of courtefyto 
the exhibitor,. their ftate beds — Chinefe hangings 
— vafcs — Brujffels orGt?W/»tapeftry — inlaid floors 
— -filk damafk curtains and chairs, and fettees 
glittering with golden fringe — mantle-pieces fup- 
ported by fphinxes and mermaids — a Bacchus, 
or a dolphin, fupporting a fideboard or a marble 
flab— 

The rich bcaufct which coloured fcrpents grace. 
Where gaping Tritons fpew to wafh your fac»— 

angels innumerable, finely gilt, to adorn the 

frame 



V frame of a large mirrour— cherubs difgraced 
into candlefticks^ fprawling from on high^ to 
illuminate mortals below — Cupids with gar- 
lands of flqwersji fufpended in alio relievo over 
an alcovc-^the three Graces ornamenting a ftove 
or oven^ and as inevitably expofed to the heat 
of a fiery furnace, as Shadrach, Mcfhach, and 
Abednego — Gods and Goddcffes condemned to 
fupport mufic galleries, or the balluftrades of a 
Ipacious ftair-cafc,— and yet it is thefe which 
furnilh the chief materials of that fplendour 
which is the general fubjeft of admiration* 

Do not imagine. Sir, that 1 de(pife any of 
thefe Divinities, or wifh to pick a general quar- 
rel with them, I am much their advocate j for 
it really ftrikes me, that their Godfhips arc 
treated with unpardonable indignity, thus to be 
hacked and hewn out into fuch fubordinate fer- 
vices, at the caprice of poor mortal man* Nor 
am I in the leaft influenced by the unlucky ac- 
cident which bcfcl me when Neptune ran the 
prongs of his trident into m;^ occiput, as I was 
ftepping backwards to Contemplate the ftatue of 
a Fenusj to more advantage. It was not the 
Fenus de Medicis^ whofc perfect fymmetry of 
Ihape is accompanied with a gloom of counte- 
nance, as if Ihe was* difiatisfied. with her pro- 
B 1 feffion. 
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fenion. Ic was the other Venus; the 

Erjcuia Ridens, 

Q^am Joctis circtunrolat etCupido. 

But as the God meant me no harm, for the blow 
was aimed at Erechtbonius^ I fincerely forgive 
him. Perhaps part of the fault was my own, 
in being lb very attentive to this laughter-loving 
dame, who generally leads her admirers into 
fome bad fcrape or other. 

Nor have I contrafted a difguft for filks 
and fattins, or any of their appendages. Where 
the man of fortune unites with the principles of 
juftice, benevolence and charity, a tafte for this 
fpecits of elegance; where, after making all 
his immediate dependants, and natural claimants, 
as happy as their ftate will admit, he encou- 
rages genius with the fuperfluity, he does well. 
But thcfc luxuries are paltry fubftitutcs for the 
leaft mental quality, and they excite indigna- 
tion, when they are the trophies of oppreflion. 

The name of the country-houfe is properly 
Augujibourg ', but as it is fituated adjacent to 
the fmall but pleafing city of Brubl^ it is not 
deemed a mifnomer to give it the fame appella- 
tion. The palace and city are placed in a fer- 
tile vale, diftant about two leagues, from Cc^ 
lognc^ and three from Bonn. The intermediate 

country 
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country is delightful, open, variegated, and at 
the feafon of our journey, it was laden with 
plenty. The country-houfe, or to adopt the 
elevated ftile of the inhabitants, the falace is 
fituated on the fouth-eaftern fide of the town. 
It has nothing extraordinary in its external 
appearances, or ftile of architefture > it being 
upon a level with the fecond or third clafs of 
country fears in England. It is placed in the 
centre of a very large area, forming a baffe-cour 
to each front. This balle-cour is not kept in 
the order it deferves, A general negligence 
feems to indicate, that it is no favourite fpot of 
the EleAor, and fpreads a gloom over the mind, 
more than abfolute ruins. 

The immediate entrance into the manfion is 
peculiar for the palace of a prince ; and by no 
means favourable to the idea of dignity. It is 
by means of a gate-way, which runs through 
the centre of the building, after the manner of 
fome large inns. On the left hand of this paf- 
fage, upon entering from the city, is a large 
and fuperb ftair-cafe, profufely ornamented with 
paintings and ftatues. The firft ccup d'oeil 
brought to my recoUedion the magnificent ftair- 
cafe at Cbatjwortb^ the feat of the Duke of 
Devonjbire. But as the latter is connedted with 
a noble hal), dignity and fuitability are well 
B3 pre- 
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prcfcrvcd, whereas the dcfc6t of each in the 
manfion at Brubl^ is very ftrlking. The inw 
mediate accefs to this coftly ornament^ i? from 
the public pj^flagc juft mentioned, from which 
it is feparated merely by iron pallifadoes^ This 
mode of conftruftion is not only inelegant, but 
it cxpofcs this choice workmanfhip to every 
hurricane of duft, and the minfiort to every cur- 
rent of wind. 

On the right hand, as we enter from the town, 
are the offices for fcrvants. Our guide com- 
menced his circuit on this fide, and firft btro- 
duced us into a large billiard-room, which had 
the fingularity of being ivainfcotted with Dutch 
tiles, if you will allow the tatacbrejis: hence 
to the family Chs^pel, thence to various other 
apartments, large and finall, deftined for every 
purpofe which luxury can invent or diverlify, 
Morning cabinets, evening cabinets, ftate rooms, 
drawing-roomf^ faloons, bed-rooms, with pri- 
vate ?hapels Gondguous, &c. &c. Much has 
been expended to give Icveral of thefe apart- 
ments great eclat. The wainfcots are of a vivid 
colour, and moft profufely ornamented; but; 
they are not in the moft modern tafte, 

I muft beg of you to furnifh thefe apart- 
ments in the beft manner you can, with the 
ample materials I have already given you, as 

the 
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the furniturfe pro|)€rly belonging to them was 
already conveyed to Franckfort^ preparatory to 
the eledion of the Emperor ; being deftined to 
exhibit their fplendour inhonourofthatfolemnity. 
T^o of the apartments are peculiarly grand, 
viz. the drawing-room, and large faloon; as 
alfo \hb veftibule of Ihe ftair-cafb. The ceil- 
ings of thefe ai-e painted by Anducci and Cariclt, 

I in a very elegant and pleafing tafte. The fub- 

je6fc of the fdoon I remember is the Banquet 

^ of the Gods) the others I have forgotten; but 

they were all of the cceleftiil kind, Oiie of 
thefe painters, Carioli, received not lefs than 
about five thoufand pounds flerling, for paint- 
ihg the large filodn. Ssltisfied with this ample 
addition to his former fortune, he refolvcd to 
retire from bufinefs. But he was ftrongly foli- 
cited by fome other German prince, to refum^ 
the pencil ; and feduced by terms too advan* 
tageous to be refilled, he complied with the 
rcqueft. As he was engaged in the fcxercife of 
his art, the tonftriiiled pofture made him giddy, 
deprived him of his fertfts. By being Otrcupicd 
amotig coeleftials, he forgot that he was mortal, 
—imagined himfelf an angel,— attempted to fly, 

I ' —threw hirhfelf from the lofty fcafibld,— and 

fell dead upon the floor. 

B 4 The 
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The gardens belonging to this palace, do not 
merit a defcription. 

I could give you further information concern- 
ing this chateau ; but fhall only obferve, that ic 
was built by Clement Auguftus^ begun ih the year 
1728, and finifhed in the year 1740, The an- 
cient caftle, its predeceflbr, has been fo fre- 
quently attacked and defended by contending 
parties, that the hiftory of its dangers, fufferings, 
anS triumphs, would be the hiftory of the wars 
which difturbcd this part of Germany for many 
centuries. 

This vifit to Bruhl^ which was fo perfeftly 

indifFerent to me, before I undertook it, was 

the pccafion of a very confidcrable alteration in 

the plan of our journey. We had originally 

propofed to defccnd the Rhine from Mentz to 

Colcgne^ in a boat, upon our return from Franks 

fort I in order to enjoy the rooiantic fcencs 

that exhibit themfclves on each fide of the 

ftream, particularly from Mentz to Bonn. We 

intended to take our paffage at Cologne to Cleves 

or Jmheim, in one of thofe larger veflels I de- 

fcribed in the preceding letter. We had fup- 

preffcd a wifh formerly entertaiped of paying a 

vifit to Spa, or Aix-la-Cbapelle, in confequencc 

2 of 
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of information received that the troubles pre- 
valent in the Bilhoprick of Liege^ and the parts 
/ adjacent, had deterred company from frequent- 

ing either of thofe places. But our hoft affured 
us, that thefe troubles had an influence upon 
Spa alone, and thdi Aix^U-^Cbapelle was unu- 
.^ fually brilliant, both from the caufe which 

, diftrcffed Spa^ and ilrom the prefence of 

the French nobility, who were obliged to 
^ leave their country. We alfo learned that 

7 AiX'la-CbapelU was not ' more than eighteen 

^ fiunde^ or one day's journey from Bonn. This 

I ftate of things determined us to alter our courfe, 

upon our return; and after defcending the 
I Rhine from MentZj to proceed from Bonn to 

I ylix J and thence to Maejiricht, in our courfe 

homewards. 
j Be not alarmed, my dear Sir. The change 

^'^ of purpofes Ihall make no alteration in my 

narrative. If you will allow this fmall di- 
greffion to Bruhly another to Wijbaden^ and 
an Epijode to Frankfort^ I am determined to 
keep clofe to my fubjeft, the Rhine i and to drop 
my pen when I drop that. 



I 



, P. S. I Ihould have told you that among the 
' fmall number of paintings which adorn this 



man- 
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manfionj the mod diftinguifhed zreTht Mdid 
if Orleans^ armed cap-a-pie, IcAeelldg before a 
Crucifix; this is attributed to Ruiensi and 
the Crucifixion of our Saviour in the Chapel^ 
painted by Vdndenidtrfy in the delicate ftile for 
which he was diftinguiflied. 
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I ETT E JL XXXI, 



Bonn* 

THERE is fomcthing in the tout enfemhte 
of BoHn^ which renders it peculiarly agreeable ; 
Atid were 1 deftined to refide in any f|x)t along 
the Rhine, whiph I have vifited, perhaps I 
(hould give this the preference. As you have 
already fecn how charmed I was with CleveSy 
you may fufpcft me of being an inconftant 
Jover, and changeable as the objeds before 
me. But this is not the cafe. It is one thing, 
to admire as a vifitor, and another to prefer as 
a conftant companion. Cleves excels in richnefi, 
wildnefs^ and extent of profpef^ : It treats 
the eye from difierent points of view with num* 
berlefs fcenes of the romantic kind : but Bonn 
is more agreeably fituated for a perpetual re- 
fidence. -It is better adapted to the folitary 
evening walk ; or to little excurfions either on 
horfe-back, or in a carriage j and much better 
fupplied with agreeable fociety, if the general 
report be true. To the north and weft of thii 

fmall 
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fmall city, the country is fine and open^ and 
very fi-uitful in various kinds of grain.' To- 
wards the fouth, a majeftic range of hills pre- 
fcnts itfelf to view; upon the declivity of 
which commences the cuhi^acion of the grape; 
and whofe feet are bathed by the Rhine. — In 
general the ground is not fo elevated nor de- 
prefled in every direftion, as in the country 
furrounding Cleves, but it has that kind of 
undulatory furface, which makes (bme of the 
inland provinces of England fo agreeable ; by^ 
foftening the fublime into the beautiful^ and 
changing the horrors of rough craggy roads, 
where every ftep muft be taken with a degree 
of caution, in many parts at leaft, into the ideas 
of fafety, eafe, and expedition. 

This city is alfo the favourite rcfidencc of the 
Elcftor of Cologne, and of confequence is the 
refort of pcrfons of faftiion, which renders the 
manners more polite, converfation more free 
and interefting, and raifes the people above 
abje6t poverty. Thcfe are the fcntiment? I 
have been taught to entertain, by what I. have 
feen, and by what I have heard from thofe who 
were well acquainted with both cities. From 
this caufe, although it is dcftitute of commerce 
or of any confiderable manufaftures, it appears 
much more above want, than cither Cleves 

or 
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or Cologne. It is infinitely more gay than the 
latter city. Heavens forgive my mundane ideas, 
but I acknowledge that the fight of ladies and 
gentlemen who fct off to advantage the beauties 
of a fine perfon, by elegance of drefs, is far 
more rcfrelhing to my Opticks, than it is to 
behold fwarms of ecclefiafticks, and herds of 
thofe Ourang'Outangs of the true Catholic faith, 
mendicant Friars. • 

The fuperior riches of this town are manifefted 
before you enter ir, by the appearance of 
tiie Saints and Crucifixes, which it is ufual 
in Roman Catholic countries to place by 
the way-fide, and principally adjacent to the 
gates of their cities; in order to feize every 
opportunity to excite flagging devotion. — 
Thefe wc perceived were kept in neat re- 
pair. Nay, fome of them were painted and 
gilt with a degree of fplendour. Whereas 
in every other place, through which wc had 
pafTed^ and particularly at Cologne, they all ap- 
peared in a deep decline ; fo that, if it were a 
principle with thefe holy perfonages, that Cha- 
rity begins at home, they would commence their 
miracles by repairing a rotten leg, letting a 
diflocated arm, and giving the whole o& their 

bodies * 
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bodies a new cloathiqg of paint, to prcfcrve 
thpm from the iaclemency of winter. 

Document^ are before racj by means of 
vhich I could give you a complete hiftory of 
Bantiy from its origin, through its troubksj to 
}ts prefent more prqfperous ftate. But as the 
incidents which have befallen this city, are nof 
cffentially different from thofe to which every 
other city has been expofed, in turbulent times, 
I fhall not detain you. It is faid, that the 
original name was Veronay but that it was af* 
terwards called Bonn, from the appellation 
Cafira Bon^ given by the fixth Roman l-^gion, 
that was encamped here a confiderable time* 
The town i$ fqppofed to contain twelve thoufand 
inhabitants \ the greater number of which are, 
in one capacity or other, dependant x^pqn the 
court. The town itfelf ha^ nothing very pleafingi 
the ftreet$ are fmall \ and the fortifications are 
in a ruinous dates but the houfes in general 
manifcft a defirablc equality ; and, wclufive of 
the Elcftoral palace, there are very few ftately 
manfions to infult the dwellings of their neigh- 
bours, on the one hand ; nor are there on the 
other, ftrong marks of extreme poverty aitiong 
the inhabitants in general. 

The Uni^erfity begins to flourifli under the 
aufpice^ of the prefent £le£tor. DifTatisfied 

with 
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ygfixh the wretched date of fcience at Cologne, 
and with the copdu6t of the inhabitants, he 

< has declared that thofe fiudents who fhall diftin- 

guUh thernfdves by their afliduitjr and capaci- 
ties, in the Univerfity of Bontit fhall be pre- 
ferred to vacant charges in Church or State, 

i( while every ftudent in Law, Phyfic, or Divinity, 

at the Univerfity of Colegney fhall be for ever 
excluded from employment in every part of his 
domains. This declaration was made in the 
year 1789 i and it will in all probability be the 
total ruin of the Coiognian Academy. 

Another inftitution fevourable to Science, is 
a Uterary Society, of which the Eleftor is alfo 
member. Their objcft is, to purchafe differ, 
ent literary Journals and other publications, and 
to read diflertations given in occafionally, by any 
of their own body. They afTemble in an apart- 
ment at the Mai/on de Ville. Their number 
amounts to about one hundred. 

The prcfent Eledor is much efteemed as a 
man of fcnfe, moderation, and beneficence. He 
• fhews pomp and parade as little as his elevated 
fktion will permit. Although ^ Bifhop, nay, an 
Arcbbifoef, he has nothing of the Churchman, 
and prefers the virtues which fpring up in a 
liberal, well-cultivated mind, to the weeds 
and nettles of an ecclefiaftical enclofure. I 
.3 need 
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need not tell you, he is of the Auftrian houle, 
and brother to the prefcnt Emperor Leopold J^ 
But to my journal. 

We arrived at our inn, The Imperial Courts 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, and con- 
fequently too late for a feat at the public table. 
But a good fubftitute was ferved up, with due 
expedition, in our own apartment 5 and not 
having any other to pay us the compliment, 
we drank our own welcome to Bcnn^ in a glafs 
of choice Rhenilh wine. After a fhort repofe,, 
and taking our coffee a4a Fratifotfey we enquired 
for a guide, under whofe convoy we might, 
fafely reconnoitre the town. This, as I have 
already hinted, has nothing very remark- 
able. The Market-place is a fpacious irre- 
gular fquare. The Town-houfe is a large, 
and a fhowy building, though in the high Go- 
thic ftile. The other parts of the town furnifh 
little for either praifc or cenfure, to a man dif- 
pofed to either the one or the other. 

We wandered till we came to the palace of 
the Eleftor, which is a very large, extenfive, 
and elegant building. The palace, with the 
fables, offices, &c. ftretch out to an amazing 

• This Letter was written before the death of the late 
Emperor. 

length. 
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length. They form, in appearance, the largeft 
portion of the caftern fide of the city, which is 
proximate to the river. The gardens belong- 
ing to this Palace are open to the inhabitants^ 
and the terrace before the grand Facade, is the 
fafhionable walk in fummer evenings. Thcfe 
are frequented by a larger number of the beau 
fnonde of each fex, than the city, judging both 
from its fize and appearance, could have beeri 
fuppofed to contain. The gardens are ill-plan- 
ned, nor is there much care confpicuous to keep 
them in due order 5 but the advantage of fitua- 
tjy renders them very pleafant. They command 
a vtew towafds the river, of the adjacent hills 
mantled with vines ; and are in full contempkj^ 
tion of thofc lofty motint^ns, which, frdm the 
appearance of their peaks at a certain diftance, 
have acquil-ed the name of Seven-bergen^ i. e. 
Seven-hills ; and the eye is alio able to pcrte- 
trate d conflderable extent up the chaiinel of the 
river towards CobkntZy through the range of 
lofty hills already mentioned; 

From the right wing; of the Palace, Tideways, 
|s a lovely walk, (haded with lime-trees, which 
leads from this Rus in Urhe^ to aftother feat be- 
longing to the Ele6t6r ^ at a diftance of a mile 
fr6m the town, and confequently ftill more 
rural. This alfo ferves as an elegant promenade 
foi^ the polite world. Beyond this country feat 
Vol. II. C cxhi- 
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exhibits itfdf to view the village of Poppeldorff^ 
i. e. People-village, fituate at the foot of a 
hill, on the fummit of which is the Monaftery of 
Cruizbergy fo called from its alleys being fhapcd 
in the form of croffes. The Monaftery is 
placed in fuch a conneftion, as at once to enjoy 
and aflFord a plcafing profpeft. Beyond Cruiz- 
hergi ftill more towards the fouth, is the hill 
diftinguiflied by the name of Godejbergy God's- 
hill. Some afcribe the appellation to a temple 
of the God Mercury ^ that was formerly placed* 
upon it;— others, to the healing virtues of 
the mineral fprings, which were formerly in 
ibme repute, and are again recovering tneir 
reputation. 

I am fo captivated with rural fccneg, bub- 
bling fountains, ihady walks, and extenfive 
profpefts, that I have not the leaft inclination 
to ftep into this palace with you, or condudt 
you to the apartment, where the ftate bed, 
covered with a profufion of gold, referves dig- 
nified repofe for Kings and Princes; or to the 
Grande Salle delUncd for the Grand Miftrefs 
of the Teutonic Order; or to the Eleftoral 
Library ; or the Room deftined to Experimenul 
Philofophy ; or the Theatre, to which, notwith- 
ftanding it is a part of the Palace, the public 
have free accefs. For although thefe are wor- 
thy of. the poITcflbr, and do honour to the prc- 

fenc 
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fent JEkdor, who h^s confidei'abl/ ia)prove4 
the fcientific depsutmehti yet the moft minute 
dcfcription would not convey to you pnc jot cJf 
ahterefting information. 

Therefore you had better accompany us in 
Our ramble; 

Allured by the beauty of ttie fcenes, Mre de^ 
termined to walk towards the country-feat^ 
within pur view : But the attendant not being 
able to accompany us fo far^ configned us over 
to a yoiing lad^ who became his vice-gerent vakt 
de place. The change did not appear to our 
advantagdj add rather toucheci our pride. The 
new attendant was without ftockings or (hoesj 
and his tattered coat fecmed to threaten leaving 
him in a tattered waiftcoat. However, as we 
wanted nothing more than to be re-condu£ted 
to our inn, in cafe of aherrations^ we took him 
inta our fervice. Notwithftanding the poverty 
of his appear4nce, his countenance was open, 
contented^ and cheary.* He anfwered all our 
queftions with vivacity and fixvirfners % employ- 
ing the intermediate time in picking up of 
ftones, and jirking them before him. Upon 
enquiring who and what he was,* he faid, that 
'^ he was the only Ton of a widow, and fbe was 
very poor \ fubfifting in part by fpinning, in 
C 2 parr 



part b^ donations from the pariihj and in part 
by mji/elf.*' This thought moft certainlf gave 
energy to his arm, for we obfervcd that he 
j irked a (lone juft as he was uttering itj much 
farther than any pf the preceding. 

But what zxtyour means of fubfifting ? 
" Partly by fpinning," faid he, " partly by 
going of errands, and attending fuch gentlemen 
as you, and partly by begging.''* 

Mendicity never appeared fo reputable in my 
eyes ; and from that moment I have found my 
rtfolucions ftrengthencd, never to fpeak harflily 
or reproachfully, to the moft common beggar, 
if I {hould neither have the means or the difpo* 
fition tp relieve him. 
Is this fo poor a place ? 
*' Poor enough, God knows ! we are all 
ftarving, excepting the great folks,'* anfwered 
he, with as broad a fmile as his jolly cheeks 
would permit, and fpringing over a ditch with 
the moft carelefs indifference as he fpoke. 

With one queftion he was puzzled. Per-»» 
ceiving feveral ruins on the top and fides of the 
Sevenbergen^ that were fome few miles before 
us, my companion enquired what they were or 
had been ? 

" They are old ftone v)alls^^ anfwered he ; 
^ what they arc good for,. I know not,** throwing 

a ftone 



7HX RHINX. 21 

a ftone towards thcin> as if refolved to demo-' 
lift diem at a blow. 

This anfwer by no means fatisfied us^ and a 
wifer inhabitant advancing, informed us, that 
the town of Btrnn had formerly extended (b far, 
as to be under the immediate protection of thofe 
fortre^eSf But in the Swedifli wars, the city 
was nearly demoliihed by a viftorious enemy, 
and reduced to it; prefent diminurive fize. 

The country feat of the Eleftor is a neat 
elegant building, but it has nothing extemalfy 
to demand a parncular defcription i and inter-- 
nalfy^ it is rendered invifible by the prefence 
of the Eledtor's fifter, Rcgentefs of the Auftrian 
Netherlands ; to whom it is an afylum during 
the civil commotions of that diftrafted country. 

Palling by this manfion, we walked through 
the village of Popfeldorff^ and afcended the 
hill on which the Monaftery of Cruizberg is 
fituated. The view from its fummit as well as 
from Godejbergy already mentioned, to which 
it is contiguous, is very extenfive and fublime. 
On the eaft and north-eaft, it is /micircled by 
a hanging wood that projefts towards the bed 
of the Rhine. It feces Sevenbergy which is 
on the oppofite fide of the river, with apparent 
humility, as if 'unworthy to be cijUed a mopn* 
C 3 ,tain. 
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tain. BiR; in the direftipn of B^n, it is much 
more bold^ aflume;$ 4 majeftic^ appearance^ 
potnmands a full yiew of the city^ and extend^ 
the profpeft to an imoienie di^t^ce in the dir 
region of firubl w4 Cohgne^ 

Thus you fee^ my friend^ with what addref^ 
thefe pious fons of the ho)y Cjiurchj reconcile 
contradiftipns 1 While they renounce the lyorld^ 
they have found rneans to inherit the earth* 
Their retirement to this delightfql fpot, they 
fct down to the Lord, on the fcore o( felf -denial^ 
^nd manifpft their attachment to the Crofs^ by 
planting their loydy (hady walks in that parti« 
c\ii2xform. 

Upon our return, as we approached 't}ie city^ 
we difmifled pur incipient Cicerone^ by giving 
him a piece of money, in value zbo\xt eight* 
fence. It was highly entertaining to fee hi^ 
emotions upon the unexpefced pofTeftion of 1q 
large a treafure. He looked at //, then at us^ — 
firft with an aftonifliment, which prevented him 
from thanking us | — then with a fmile that was 
more expreffive than words l—lje turned it- 
looked at it again -once more grinned a thankfr 
giving^ — bid adieu with a nod of his hpad, an4 
ran towards the town with the utmoft fwifcnefs,— 
flopt fliort on a fudden> to look bac}c upon us^ 
3 with 
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With another lilent God blefs you^ — and thea 
flew out of fight. 

. When we returned to the Market*place> our 
ipark faw us at a diftance, and immediately held 
up towards us^ in the attitude of a pried at the 
altar, a . little leaden Firgin Mary, to the pur- 
chafe of which, he might have devoted about 
two-pence of his calht Perhaps it being 
market-day, he had feized the opportunity of 
manifefling his devotion an3 gratitude.-— Per* 
haps it was to repair fome lofs which his mother 
might have fuftained by breaking one of earth, 
and thjs pious youth was refolved to furprife her 
wid) a penate of a lefs fragile, and more pliable 
fubilance. 

Since our vifit to Bonn, the fpring ^t God^erg 
has been rifing confiderably in renown, The 
£le£lor ha« employed phyficians to analyie the 
waters, and they are found to be in no refped 
inferior to thofe oi Scbwalbacb, or Spa, In th^ 
courfe of the laft year, large quantities have 
been exported to foreign countries. Encouraged 
by thefe circumftances, the Eledtor 19 making 
the moft vigorous efforts to render the fpot po- 
pular. He has granted an ex^luffve right to a 
fociety of gentlemen, to build an aiTembly-room, 
and ^Ifo ^ room for the pyrpofes pf gaming, 
C 4 without 
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without which he is well aflurcd, that few 
perfons of diftinftion will frequent the placcr 
A limited number of lodging houfes are to be 
built, or rather arc actually building, without 
the village of Godejberg^ on ground contiguous 
to gardens, entitled the New Vauxhall. Each 
of thcfc dwellings arc to enjoy the fame prof- 
peft towards the RhinCi the Sevenbergen^ and the 
public road. A vifto, about two hundred paces 
in length, is to conduft to the fprings, which 
have the name of Draifcb Brunnen. To animate 
Enrepreneurs, the ground is given gratis, and 
the houfes will be exempt from every tax. The 
buildings arc to be divided ' into two clafles, 
that the gentry and perfons in more private 
ftations, may each be fuitably accommodated. 
The man who (hall have finifhcd and furnifhed 
the firft houfe, in a manner proper for the re- 
ception of ftrangers, js to receive a premium 
of fifteen hundred florins, about 140]. Nine 
hundred arie promifed for the fecond, and fix 
hundred for the third. The houfes may be 
built cither of brick, wood, or ftonci as the 
adventurer pleafes, but according to a deter- 
minate fize and form. No alteration may be 
arbitrarily made in the Facade ; but if any per- 
fon prefers a plan of his own, he may fubmit it to 
the in(pt&\ono{xhcSupiri9gfendanf''gefurah and 

if 



if approved, build according to it. — Could the 
multitudinous buildings about your metropolis 
have been fubjeded to fimilar regulations, what 
a paradife might have been formed ! No of* 
fenfive trade or buildings that could be deeme4 
a nuifance will be allowed. 

As I delight to fee private intereft, and pub* 
lie benefit united, I capnot fuppre^ a wifh, tjiat 
in this undertaking the Elector may have aa 
advantage over Apollo himfelf, and that we may 
hereafter be entitled to exclaim, 

^ic pro runt Domino^ ^u^ profunt onftiibuiartes 1 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Bonir» 

WE fupped at the public tabic, where there 
was much genteel company. We were featcd 
next to a young French officer of the artillery, 
who was at Paris^ in the beginning of their 
troubles. The converfation foon turned upon 
the political fituation of France ^ and ournew 
acquaintance cenfured, with ibong marks of 
indignation, the innovations m^de in the form 
of its government. He particularly lamented 
the diforders arifen in the army, and thpfe ideas 
of Liberty diffufed arpong military ni^n, that 
were fubverfive of all fubordination. He com* 
plained that lenity and fevcrity were alike per- 
nicious i that the former was abufed, and the 
latter rendered difcontcnts and combination? 
more formidable. 

My friend, who is a zealous advocate for the 
Rights of Mankind, acknowledged that thefe 
inconveniences were great, and muft appear 
momentous in the eyes of military men in 

parti- 



THSRHINC. 37 

particular i but he maimauQed^ that they were 
iiomparatively nobbing, when the importance of 
the cauie that gave rife to thcn)> was brought into 
coix^etition.^-" It is a gloriou# sra^'' ezclairned 
he^ ^^ in which foldjers refufe to execute the 
commands of a Jefpot, an4 begin to judge for 
themfelves concerning the jufiicc of a caufe hp^ 
fore they will engage in it." 

" The^ is military difcipline at an end for 
.ever," anfwers the officer. 

My friend could not fee tl^e confequence, 
excepting his opponent would allow that all 
rulers were defpots. 

^^ Without thb harfh AippoQtion^^the confe* 
quence is obvious/' cont^lues his antagonift. 
'' Introduce aipong thofe machines^ the right 
of private judgment^ and you may eafily con- 
ceive what a confuiion it muft create I Under 
this prete^tj the inferior officer may refufe to. 
jcxeciite the orders of his fuperiorj and the com- 
mon foldier> the orders ^f either. Every man 
may urge fcruples of confcience9 and lay down 
)us arms in the nx)ment of 4^gcr* Regiments 
may employ their time in arguing about the 
equity of a caufe, ioftead of uniting their ftrength 
to fupport it. Or if their fcruples divert them 
from one enterprile> their blind notions 4pfeq^ity 
may induce them to und^rtak/e another ; it may 

prompt 



prompt them to turn the bayonet from the com*' 
mon enemy, and point it at the brcaft of their 
commanding officer/' 

"Are there not cafes/' quoth my companion, 
^ where the military would be juftified in revolt- 
ing againft the commands of their officers? 
May we not fuppofc that a cruel and oppreffive 
General, a Duke de Guifcy Ihall iflue orders 
for the extirpation of a whole race of men, 
merely becaufe they worihip God according to 
the dictates of their own confciences ; and muft 
chey obey ?*' 

" In thefe times of greater civilization," re- 
joined the officer, "there is no danger of fuch 
injundtions. In barbarous times, or during the 
phrenzy of religious zeal, when the like orders 
were given, foldiers thcmfelves, notwithftanding 
die horror they inspired, were not more cruel 
or favage than the people they fupprefied. All 
was alternate cruelty, according as each party 
gained the afcendency. A fpirit of religious 
pcrfecution was reciprocal, and every aim at 
extirpation was little more than felf-defence«. 
The minds of thofe higheft in command, were 
not fufficiently humanized and enlightened to 
enable them to judge of the natural claims, and 
common rights of mankind ^ how then could it 
be expedked from- the common foldier i He 

2 could 
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coidd not have a better rule to dired his conduft 
than blind fubmiflion." 

^ut my friend ftill urged the queftion^ ^' whe* 
ther fuch a cafe might not be fuppofcd, that 
would authorize a revolt ?" 

*' Perhaps as a military man, I fhould be ob- 
liged to anfwer in the negative/* replied the 
Captain. «^ I might argue, that their com* 
manding oiBcer, whom we muft fuppofe to be 
better inftruded than themfelves, both in the 
rights of man, and in the nature of the duty 
enjoined, is alone anfwerable to his fupe* 
riors in this world, and to his Maker in an* 
other, if he knowingly violates his commilEon 
and abufes his power. The men are his inftru^ 
ments^ and expofed to punilhment in cafe of 
difbbedience. The equity of human laws tranf^ 
fers the culpability from them to their fuperiors^ 
and Iprefume that in morals alio, the guilt is to 
be imputed to their fuperiors alone/' 

" I perceive a fallacy in your mode of reafon- 

ing," anfwered Mr. • The common 

ibldier, being compelled by human laws to obey 
his principal, cannot in juftice be puniihed by 
human laws for this very obedience. But as a 
moral agent, and a Chriftian, he is bound by 
other laws, and is amenable to a higher tribunal, 

if 
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if he knowingly executes a cruel and tinjuft 
command/^ 

" But where and how (ball y^etkd^ the line J'*' 
demands die officer. 

'^ Such a cafe may be eafily conceived. Iii 
civil troubles^ for example^ an idea of duties of 
the moft oppofitc natures may prcfent itfdfii 
The one, that duty which the military owe to 
their fuperiors, by the nature of the fervicc, 
and in conformity to their oath ; the other, that 
which they owe to their country. Now it docs 
not require deep (kill in Logic, to argue, that 
as the military are profeflcdly eftabli(hed to de- 
fend die (late, they cannot be bound by any 
oath to de(bx)y the liberties of that ftatc whafe 
fervants they are, and for who(e prote6tion they 
were brought into exiftence. Here then^ a 
(uperor obligation, due to the community at 
large, ought to fupcrcede any inferior obligation 
ari(ing from the nature of military difcipline. 
He ought not to cut the throats of his fellow- 
men and fdlow-citizens, in obedience to die 
lawle(s mandates of a tyrant ! The duty of at 
man and of a citizen ought to prompt him to a 
revolt in oppo(ttion to the paflive (ubmiflion 
ofthefoldier." 

<« If I grant that in fuch a cafe, refufal to 
pbey the tyrant be a duty, it muft be fo obvious 

a viola* 
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a violation of every priaciple of humanity, and 
juftice, that the meancfl capacities can perceive 
iL They mufl: feel to a man the iniquity of 
the deed, otherwife theconfufion before defcribed 
^11 nece0arily enfue/* 

Apprehending by a fmile upon the counter 
nance. of my companion, that he was going to 
make an' improper ufe of this conceflion, the 
officer immediately fubjoined, ''But Sir, my 
concefllon will not reach the preient fituation of 
France^ which introduced the converfation. The 
foldier is bound by oath and by duty, to main*- 
tain the conftitutian* as it extft^^ tio be true to 
his king» his country, and the laws» as hefmmd 
thtm \ he cannot therefore as a man or a Chriftian, 
joia in any attempts to fubvert thoTe very laws 
he has fworn to maintain." 

The above ftatement madcthciialf triumphant 
aotagonifl: paufe for a few feconds. At the in* 
.ftant he was about to exclaim, thcuart conquered^ 
be found his own ai^gumeot wreikd fit>m his 
4iand, and pointed. agafOiftJumielf. Howcv)er, 
ibmewhat recovering, he endeavoured to parry 
the ftroke, by oUerving that if the tm^ity were 
refolved upon a total change of government, 
the military ou^t to fi^iport them in the at- 
tempt. 

The 
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The Captain thought otherwHe. *' No mU 
litarjr man," fays he, "can fuppore himfdf mi-^ 
der obligation to Ibbvert that very confticution 
lie has fworn to fupport. Nor can be be ab* 
folved from his oath, by a different clafs of 
men from thofc who enjoined it. How then 
can a fct of innovators, whole fchcmes of reform 
are at leaft problematical, not to fay wild and 
vifionary, and who cannot ftir without violating 
the laws in beings how can they poflefs a legal, 
or even a moral right to abfolve this clafs of 
men from their allegiance to the ancient form ? 
Their line of duty, therefore, is very obvious 
as foldiers, however it may oppofe their feelings 
as men and citizens. Every ad of revolt is an 
infamous perjury; nor can they confidently with 
the chara6lcr of a fervant of the former ftatc, 
obferve a neutrality/' 

My friend acknowledged that the fubjeft was 
attended with Ibme difficulty i but he obferved, 
that the pofitions could not be admitted to the 
extent they were advanced^ as this would au- 
thorize the permanency of the mofl: arbitrary 
and oppreflive forms of government. '^ The 
greateft tyrants," fays he, " are always the 
fbndeft of thefe kinds of machines ; and if the 
only idea they are pemytted to entertain^ be 

dia( 
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that ihey dught in every care ix> aft as tinachinei, 
tjie confequence is, their duty obliges them to 
be the ihftruments of Satan, in the deftrtiaion 
of mankind.'* 

" However, if they will not join the patriots 
in cffeftuating the liberation bf France, the re- 
volution will probably take pkee without their 
aid, perhaps in oppoGtion to it j and ftiould this 
be the cafe, it is natural to imagine, that the 
military order of men will be abolifhed, as an 
"ttdneceflary, ifnot a pernicious clafs of fubjefts." 
, The captain infifted upon it, that this was 
imprafticable. " The dread of foreign powers 
wll always fupport the neceflity of a (landing 
irmy. According to the prefent refined ftate of 
military difcipline, they alone can excel, who 
are continually engaged in it ; and this excel- 
lence will be requifite in every country, until 
there fhall be a common codfent to di/band t.ie 
Regulars, and truft to- their armed citizens. — 
But,'* .continues he, " let us for a moment fup- 
pofe the plan to have taken place $ annihilate 
the military ; let every man who has property 
or family to defend, be initiated in the ufe of 
arms ; . may we not cxpe<9: after the fire of pa- 
triotifm is extinguiftied, together with the ob- 
jj56t that fupptied the fuel, that difFcrc-nce of 
interefts and of opinions, arifing from local fitua- 
Vol. II. D tions. 
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tjons> k&s of religion^ i^^HMchaient to m in^ 
triguing nobility, qr tp ^rnbicious commoneri^ 
&c. will create diyifions find juiimoficies, in 
which each party, trufting to its own ftrengtb 
and (kill ifi armf, ai|d warnted by eomity and 
rivalihip, baying np chief tx> whom they yiekl 
an implicit qbcdjence, who might cohtroul theiv 
fury, or colled; and dired their fcattered ftrength 
to one grand objeft, n^^y we not conclude, thac 
each party wil) con^mit greater aAs of cruoltji 
than were ever experienced under the goirem^ 
mcnt they fo loudly reprobate ? Yoq perceive. 
Sir, that I am now fuppofing that every mao 
is to become a foldier ; but I am informed tim 
plan is in contemplation to place the natbnal 
iecurity in national guards s that is, to eftablifli 
a permanent and invincible inequality, to furnifh 
one part of the community wiih arms, and ikill 
to ufe them, and. to leave the others at their 
mercy s fo that under the name of pnH&^s^ 
they may at any. time beciooie w$q^j. But 
fuppofe every npan. capable of hearing am^ 
was taught the ulie of dieno^ what w!0iild» in proK 
cefs of time, be the coAfequence } We have 
only to recoiled the feudal sera, whtm^vcrjr 
man was a warrior* pid not difiereot parties 
arrange themfclyes under their favourite chief* 
tains, and form petty ft^tes^ ^«hac wece eternally 

waging 
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ii^aging the moft rancorMs wars againft each 
other ?'' 

My frrcnd, m bh tom^ drew an argument 
from the more enlightened and polifhed man^ 
ners of the times in favour of his hypothelis. 
He cbferved, that " the ages of bafbafity were 
fktted^ and that the common caufes offieqiient 
war no longer exifted; that agriculture and 
commerce^ which were univerfally advancing 
with fuch rapid fteps> would unite man to man> 
would render diftant natioiA> friends; and the 
fubjefls of the fame ftate, brethrenf. *^ It is na- 
tural to expeft/' fays he, *^ that all enjoying 
equal privileges will confider themfelves as one 
family, and inftead of wafting their ftrength in 
civil commotions, will employ it againft the 
common enemy alone, if any common enemy 
fliould exift. Suppofe aJfo that commotions 
fhould arife in a particular diilrid, from any 
local caufe, it will become the duty and intereft 
of the others, whofe judgments arc noc biafled, 
or paffions inflamed, to unite their force againft 
Che perturbators of the puolic tranquillity, and 
quell the difturbance, in a fimilar manner as 
mutinies in the army or navy are ufually fup- 
preiTcd." 

" Your plan," ' anlwercd the officer, *^ is 

ttMdf idleal, and appears to me Utopian. There 

D 2 is 
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is not, in all the annals of hiftoryj an inftance of 
fuch a conflitution of things in large and po* 
pulous dates, and the experiments now making 
are very dangerous ones* If we may argue 
from experience^, t\itTt is great re^on to appre« 
hend, that when weapons are put into the hands 
of every man, they will be wantonly ahufeid* It 
is a rafli abfurdity to place hopes of fafety in a 
combination where neither military ideas of fub- 
million, or military difcipline can cake place. 
The inconveniences ariCng from what may be 
deemed an univerfal militia, gave rife to feleft 
armies. Cafhier thefe in one age, and you will 
be obliged to have recourfe to them in the 
next." 

My companion ftill urged, that as the expe- 
riment had never been tried, there were no in- 
(lances of its failure i that it was fo pleafing in 
fpeculation as to merit the trial, and that from 
the prcfcnt ftate of fociety, and tenriper of the 
times, we might indulge the moft fanguine 
hopes of fuccefs. 

His opponent thought differently, but as they 
both appealed to futurity, the difputc naturally 
fubfided. 

Thus have I given you as accurate an account 
of this table cotiverjatione^ as I can poflibly 

recol- 
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recolleft. As much has been faid, fo I think 
there is ftill much to be faid on both fides. 
When the fubjeds of difpute are the proba- 
ble confequences of plans to be executed b): 
fuch verfatilc creatures as men, all conjedtures 
are as unfatisfaftory as they are numerous. We 
may ealily forefee terrible diforders in this imar 
gined conftitution of things, fhould public dif- 
putes arile. But then it is not probable that fuch 
frequent occafions of general difcord fhould pre- 
fent themfelves^ as in former times. From the 
rapid progrefs of knowledge, and the profeffions 
of humanity which happily prevail, we feem 
to be approaching nearer to that flate, in .which 
/words will become flougb-Jhares^ and Jpears 
fruning'books $ but when ftiaU we arrive ? 

It is obfervable that both of thefe combatants 
place great confidence in modern refinement of 
manners, where their refpedive arguments re- 
quire it. But the queflion is, how far wc may 
rely upon this degree of civilization ? I chear- 
fully grant that the people are not fo quickly 
rouzed to a£ts of injuflice and barbarity, as in 
former times. They have much clearer con- 
ceptions of the nature of injuftice and cruelty > 
they do not fo readily flifle the inflinftive feel- 
ings of the heart, by falfe ideas of glory or of 
revenge. From* the prefent ftate of fociety, 
D J for 
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for whidi we are principally beholden to agri- 
culture and commerce, they find it to be more 
their intcrcft to lead quiet and peaceable lives, 
than to invade and dcftroy. Party diftinftions 
begin to wear away* A general diffufion of 
knowledge and good fenfe, has bf ought different 
clafles of men nearer togethers and as men, 
they are perceived to be nearly equal, however 
diftant in rank -, and they are now acknowledged 
to poflefs, when unprovoked, a number of ex- 
cellent qualities in common* All thefe cauies 
operate as bonds of peace, and we might hope 
would become pledges of public tranquillity* 
But whenever caufes do prefent themfelyes of 
competent magnitude to roufe the mind, and 
excite the paflions, the favage propenfity will 
return. The fable of the Cat civilized into a 
fine Lady, or the genuine anecdote of the Mi- 
litary Dogs, which, while they were carrying on 
the regular fiege of a caIHe, with the ftrideft 
qbfervancc of military difcipline, were thrown 
into diforder, and began to worry each other for 
*a bit of meat, which an unlucky wag threw 
among them, are in perpetual danger of being 
realized in our own fpecies. The repeated ads 
of an atrocious nature, which were committed in 
Holland^ during their late troubles, and which 
are ftill committing in France, too dearly dc- 

monftrate. 
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tfiooftnte, that thefe difpdGdoils afe not eradi« 
Cittd) though, from the general lemper of the 
times^ they may be fomewhajt fupprefied. I 
might bring as a further argument of my pod- 
tton> the fatiafaftion enjoyed by ihoufandd of 
you humane Englijh^ and numbers of thofe high 
in rank among thofe thoufandsj in beholding 
the brutal contefts of your pugilifts.* 

The comparative mildnels of the prefent day, 
therefore> can only be depended upon as it dif- 
pofes the fubjeft to fubmit to good and equitable 
laws. Confcious of his propenfity to fudden fits 
of infanity, he begs, while in a placid interval, 
to be placed under wholefbme rcftraints. But 
of itfelf, and without (bme reftraints, this mild- 
nels is no more to be trufted, than that of a lion 
apparently tamed^ whofe fallies of rage may 
become moft dresiidful and deftrudive. Laws 
formed upon common rights and mutual m^ 

% The above letter was written ieveral months before the 
difgracefal Riots at Btrmtngham took place, llie Author 
fncerely lamenu that his native country ihould fumifh 
To outrageous a proof of the truth of his propo£tion. Al- 
though he deemed his aflertion to be founded upon fome 
attention to the workings of die human mind, yet he could 
not have fufpe^bd. that the heart of an BugUJbman was framed 
to commit fuch exceffes upon fo (tight a provocation i much 
]tUf that fuch multitudes ihould contemplate thefe excefles* 
with fo pladd a countenance ! 

D 4 tj^refts. 
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tercfts, propofcd and acceded to with temper, 
arc the belt keepers of the peace. Thefe alone 
can fecure univcrfal tranquillity. 

Our connbatants parted good friends ; but aa 
is the cafe in moft diiputes^ the agitation of a 
political qucftion fettled the previous fenti- 
ments of each more firmly in his own mind. 
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w 

LETTER XXXIII. 
Road to Cobleritz. 



. Coblentz. 

• HAVING fatisfied our curiofity by eitcur- 
fions, and by colleAing as much general infor- 
mation as can be reafonably expefted from hafly 
travellers, we determined to fet our faces 
towards Coblentz. This city is about forty 
miles diftant from Bonn. As ft was fb ihort a 
journey, and as the fatigues of the preceding 
day had indifpofed us for early riling, our car- 
riage was not ordered to be in readinefs before 
nine o'clock in the morning. 

You may remember, that when I gave you a 
defcription of Cleves and its neighbourhood, I 
obferved that the city was built on the declivity 
of a hill, the fummit of which opens upon an 
extenfive country, forming an elevated plain i 
that the bed of the river was in a vale, at a 

fmall 
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fmall diftance from the balls of the hills, aod 
that it was (kirted by diflant ipountains on the 
caftern fide. Our road to DitjOfeldorfj Cologne, 
and Bonn, on the weftern fide of the Rhine, 
was along this elevated plain, without any re- 
markable variety of fur face. But as we ap- 
proached to Bonn, the declivity of the hills 
cowards the river was confiderably decreafed, 
manifeftly from the more elevated fituationof 
its bed, as we advanced in the ibuthern di- 
re£tion. 

In the vicinity of Bonn commences another 
fi«ge of elevation. The eaftern hills, which 
iiiiemed before to form a fpacious amphitheatre, 
ftl a diftance, gradually approach, and are 
finally abibrbod in the ftately mals of mountains 
denominated Sibengeberte^ or Sevenbergen, that 
i$» the (even hills. More lofty and majeftic 
mountains, rifing above the eminence on which 
wefomverly thought ourfelves, now approximate 
tnd arrange themfelves in rude order, on each 
fide of my favourite ftream. The public road 
is.no longer over an open plain, but in the vale 
by the fide of the river. This vale, at its 
cncnanee from the fide of Bonn, is fufficiently 
ample,^ being about a mUe and half in diameter, 
und the Rhine flows through the centre, ferti- 
lizing' ob^ bordoo. on each fide with) ecpial be- 
nignity. 
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Dignity. Thefe intermediate lands rccompenct 
the culture of the hu(bandmaii with various 
kinds of grain; while the mountains by which, 
they are fcreened begin to fuftain the cuUivatioa 
of the vine. 

This vale has, in every refpeft, the appear- 
ance of a bay that has been dried up. It gra- 
dually contracts by the approach of the hills, 
until the road is inunediately by the fide of the 
Rhine, and at the foot of theie hilla« 

Profeffor Camper maintains, that the ancient 

jurifdidion of Neptune extended to this coluoin 

of hills ; and that it was ihcfe which formed a 

barrier to his cxtenfivc einpire. This hypothec 

iis feems to miiitace againft the one advanced 

in a preceding letter, which oppofed the hiUi 

of EUemktrg and Vimeguen to the tides of the 

ocean. If my hypothcfis were in real danger, 

it would be my incumbent duty to defend it to 

the utmoft of my power : For no one refifts a 

fiege with more vigour, (I will not fay tntr^^ 

pidity) than a builder of fyftems, or makes ufi; 

of more dexterous fubterfnges before he will 

furrender the citadel. But the folution is eafy. 

If it be true that Neptune once pofllfled an uni- 

verfal empire, which was gradually diminifhed 

by exhalations, abibrptions, precipitations, con- 

verfions of water into animal fubftancea, and 

thence 
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thence into earths ; its converfion into pure 
ttndofpheric air, by being deprived of its in- 
flammable, we have only to contemplate 
the length of time neceflfaiy for this filent and 
treacherous mode of fubjugation, and then we 
may readily grant that he was in poflcfllon of 
the difti lifts to the north of the Sebengeberte, 
ibme centuries before he was reduced to the 
confines of Cleves. The Profeflbr's hypothcfi* 
may refer to very ancient domains ^ and your 
humble fervant's to more modern. 
' In the road from Bonn to Andernach, which 
is about half way to Coblentz, the fcene is 
very fublime. The Sebengeberte ftand as cen« 
tinels to guard the entrance into this defile i and 
chough their lofty heads feem to triumph over 
all their neighbours, yet do the mountains on 
each fide the current become bold, lofty, and 
mafiive, as we advance towards the fouth* 
Some of them prefent an ample furface to the 
cultivator. Others iipproach fo near to the per- 
pendicular, that it is impoflible to behold the 
huibandman at his labours, withqut fearful ap- 
prehenfions, lead an unlucky fall ihould pre^ 
cipitate him into the river. In other parts they 
fpurn at cultivation; and their bare Iron Rock 
bids defiance to all the machinations of art to 
render it fertile. Some of thcfc r6cks dart 

upwards. 
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Upwards^ in a pyramidal form, and prcfcnt at 
their fummit the appearance of caftles, moulder- 
ing into duft. Others elude the art of the 
huibaiidman, by the falling of their loofened 
furface in confufed heaps to the foot of the hill, 
or by their filling up the chinks and interftices 
that were formed by hafty torrents. In fomc 
parts the hills fcem difpofcd to form a'plain> 
and'offcr their broad furfeces to the trees of the 
forefti in fome they divide, to give the travel- 
ler a tranfient peep at the diftant country be- 
hind them i in others, -rivulets hafttly feek 
their way through the d^ep and (harp fiflfures 
between the mountains, to pay their ufual tri- 
bute to old Rhinus, the king offtreams; who^ 
like the proud Lords of this country, fweUs 
into importance, by the liberal contributions 
of his vaiTals, and feems to treat them with 
Supercilious difdain, on account of that fupe- 
riority to which they have fo abundantly con- 
tributed. 

Thefe beauties of Nature are variegated and 
enlivened by caftles and mountains, fome of 
which arc entire -, others are rendered more ve- 
nerable by their forming majeftic ruins ; fome 
are placed on the fummit of a cliff, others in 
the bofom of a mountain. Numberlefs towns 
and villages alfo proximate to the borders of the 

river. 
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river, manifeftly courting proteAion from the 
jiiUs, and plenty from the ftreaO% add a beMiy 
to thq proTpeA. 

Such are t^e romantic fcencs which cooCtmfe 
without intermptioo from Bono to Aftdernach, 
that is pbced at the oppo&tc «nd of the ddfife. 
They fiirnifli innumerable points of view, wor- 
thy the pencil of the landfcape painter, while 
'^eir aattquities enrich the ps^es of hiftory. I 
Jiave feleffced two or three Ipecimens, which 
ibuck Vfie the moft, but ihall referve them until 
«iy rciwrn by waiter ♦. 

. SMi^ely does every traveller, born of Ei^ifii 
.parentftj mtoifeft his origin by his impatience. 
The moment he has placed hinafelf in his car^ 
dhgit^ he thinks it the incumbent duty of the 
idpivcr to poft away as faft as high fed horfes can 
4;aHop ! Shoirid their road lead through Para^- 
dikiikif^ or fliould they have taken a long 
and tedioai journey, cxpreisly to fee the garden 
of Eden, it is a queftion whether our inipetuoos 
l^ademen would not tip the poft-bby half-a- 
crown extraordinary to mend his pace, as they 
were driving through it ! We difi^overcd 
iba)ething of thiif difpoQtion within us, upm 

• See the views of SebengeSertij lifttx, Hkkn^^, ttid 
Jtulemacb, towards the dofe of dib Tolmne. 

a the 
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the conrrienccment of our joumsy i and k wi» 
with (bene degree of vcxadoa thac we obferved 
•or chaife and four to go with die folemo pace 
of a carriera waggoit. It was in yain that wt 
petitioned^ remonftrated^ threatened V our chaM 
rioteer engaged to conduct us fafe to Coblents 
in the courfe of the day $ and as he could not 
return to Bonn the fame evenings he defired 
nothing more. However, in proportion as the 
ronfiantic foenes began to increafe upon us, and 
engage our attention, we began to be reconciled 
to the flow moyenient of our vehicle. 

As we advanced ibuchwards, the defile be« 
came narrower, the rocks more lofty and per^ 
pendicular, and a correfpondenr interruption 
of the cheerful' day, gave a fombre dignity tO 
the profped. But when we approached to An* 
deroach, we were aUe to prognofticate our 
future enlargement^ by a fuffufion of light, a 
luminous corona of ample magnitude to widen-* 
ing mountains. At Andernach the fcene opened 
to an extenfive circus, or plain^ furrounded with 
the retiring hills. 

We refireftted ourfelves, our horfesy and in* 
dolcnt coachman at this place, and enjoyed a 
much better repaft than the appearance of out 
Inn: had difpo&d us to expeft. Andernach is a 
toy ancient dty. Much has been faid, and 

may 
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may be faid, concerning it j but litnji defer 
what 1 have to fay until our return, 
' i\bout half way between Anderiiach aiid Cobs 
lentz, is an / ancient turret, diftingui(hed by the 
nathe of fFeife Tbur,^ or White Towr. Ad- 
jacent to this tower is an hanilct, where the 
publio-houfe makes the mofl confpicuoua.figure* 
Coiifeiquently it. could not be overlooked hy the 
driver ; confcquently . his horfes wanted refre(h-. 
meqt;— lie /icqeffary confequence pf this was 
th^ijdriver wanted a dram; --the natural con«. 
fequence of which was a go01p and a rpmp with 
a frolidbme fcrvant maid. . Nearly oppoflte to 
this tJurrjet, on the ;. other fide of the river^ the 
pew city of Neuwied prcfents itfelf to view, Ita 
ficuation, adjacent to the bprders of the river^ 
and at the bottom of a range of hiUs^. together 
wich the magnificence of the princes' p^laces^ 
Itnd of other public as well as private .buildings, 
gavt k fomewhat the. appearance of your Greta* 
Wich, as viewed from the Ifle of Dogs. Perr* 
ctiving that our coachman was not in haftt to 
quit the public-houfe^ and as we. began to be 
indifferent about arriving early in the day at 
Coblentz, we embraced the opportunity which 
our conduftor moft cheerfully granted us, hired 
a boat, paiTcd the river, and took a general 
view of the town. This peep, together with 

a fecond 



a fecon^ vifu, uppa our return by water, has 
enabled me to giv^ you a circuniftantial^ and 
not uninterefting account of this place, which 
ihall alio be refcrved until I aiii more at 
kiftire. 

Without any further remarks or impedi- 
^ments, you may now fuppofe us within a fight 
pf Coblentz, . which prcfcnts its bcft front to 
the view of a travellerj as be approaches from 
^thc lide of Andera^ch. The pleafant villa of 
Sboaborafiuft^ belongmg to the Electoral Fa- 
,|}fialy,.and contiguous to the cityi the majcftic 
caftle of Ehrenbreiifiein^ built upon a ftupcn- 
dous rock i the ancient palace, with its depen- 
dent hamlet, called the vale of Ehrenbreitfteinj 
at the foot of thefe hills, and placed under 
their guardianfhip j the furrounding monafteries 
that feem to mitigate the ideas of horrid war, 
excited by caftles and forts, by fuggefting thofe 
of devout retirement ; the union of the Mofeile 
with the Kbine; the. flying bridge over the 
lafter, and the bridge of ftone over the former j 
the diftant view of lofty hills that encircle the 
town in the fouthem dircftion, and by lofing 
tfeemfelves with the winding of the river towards 
the fouth-eaft, leave tjie imagination to follow 
(licm i ~ all confpire to render the fituation of 
•Coblentz peculiarly jn£t^V!?^fque. 
Vp^ll. E We 
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We paffed over the Mofelle bridge^ entered 
at the northern part^ and drove to the poft- 
houfe, Ctuatcd at nearly the oppofite extremity 
of the city. This houfe was recommended to 
us as being in the firft clafs of hotels : nor had 
we any caufe to contradift the opinion. 

As at moft of the inns and hotels upon the 
road, there was at the poft-houfc alfo, a 3'able 
iTHote. The phrafe cannot be literally tranf- 
latcd by the word Ordinafy, as it properly 
fignifies that ftrangers and guefts eat at the fime 
table with the family. This was peculiarly the 
cafeat our inn. Afmall company was atfup- 
per when we entered, and quite in the family 
Vay. The miftrefs of the houfe, placed at the 
upper end, performed the honours of the table, 
with a female acquaintance on the one fide, and 
her daughter on the other, while the hufbandpaid 
due attention to his guefts at the lower end. 
The maftcr of the houfe appeared a plain civil 
landlord. The females were genteel, both in 
their drefs and manners. We had fcarcely 
taken our feats, but we were accofted by the 
daughter, in the Engliih language, with a 
degree of propriety that furprifed us, when wc 
were informed that (he had no other opportunity 
of acquiring her knowledge than what Coblentz 
afforded. Two or t^iree gentlemen alfo an- 

DOimced 
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nounccd to us feme acquaintance with the 
Englifh, by addreffing a Count Bauirmann in 
that language, paying a ferVile attention to all 
his titles in almoft every phi*4fc ; and they were 
anfwered by him with the frfping accent of a 
languid Petit-maitre. 

We rofe early the next morning; and, under 
the guidance of z Cicerone^ who had been en- 
gaged the preceding evening, we fallied forth 
to reconnoitre the town. 

I have already obferved, that Coblentz is 
fituated adjacent to the conflux of the Mofelle 
with the Rhine. This union forms a triangle, 
on which the city is placed. It is a city of 
great antiquity. From a paffage in Ammianus 
Marcellinusy it appears that it was defended by 
a caflle, at a much earlier period than any 
other ftation on this part of the Rhine. Per bos 
tradus nullum Cailellum vifitur, niii apud 
Confiuentes^ locum ita cognominatum, ubi amnis 
Mofella infunditur Rheno. 

As thisfpot was temied apud confiuentes by 
the Romans, it is eafy to trace the derivation 
of the name Cobjentz. The German language 
frequently confounds, as we (hould ternf) ir, 
thofe letters which are pronounced with a fimi- 
lar pofition of the organs of fpecch, as the b, p> 
d, t, and alfo the f, v, and b. Hengi? Q^ueniia 
E 2 \\;^s 
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was pronounced Convluentia, and Canhluentiai 
this was contrafted to CoblentU^ and finally 
received the Germanic termination Coblentz. 
What think you. pF the turns and windings of 
this etymolc^ical ^onjedure I Upon my word^ 
I am quite proud of it. I only wifh that I had 
praftifed a little upon fome dead language ; 
for I am perfbaded that a fimilar ftroke or two 
would have been amply fufficient, as the world 
goes, to conftitute me a fcholar of the firft 
magnitude. 

Coblentz was frequently the feat of the Ro-' 
man Emperors, and Kings of the Franks, being, 
from its central fituation> and perhaps from 
the fuperior fecurity it afforded, mod con- 
veniently fituated for the political bufinefs of 
the empire. It was a portion of the empire 
until about the year 1018, when it became an 
independent ecclefiaftical city, being given by 
Heinrich the Second,^ to Pappo^ Archbifhop of 
Treves. It has generally been the favourite 
refidence of the Archbifliops and Eledors of 
Treves. Hiftorians inform us alfo, that the 
Biihops, in ancient and turbulent times, refided 
intheftrong forcrefs o( Ebrenbreitftein -, but in 
times of greater tranquillity they ventured to 
defcend into the vale. 



In 



In my account of the citj of Cologne^ I was 
ib deeply immerfed in ccclefiaftical affairs^ that 
I feel no inclination co dwell iipon the fame 
fubjeA in my defcription of other cities. You 
may.guefs at the external date of religion^ 
fimply by my announcing to you^ that there 
are in this city two colleges^ and three parifii 
churches, and the church which formerly be- 
longed to the Jefuits. This provifion you will 
iky is very moderate* But there are alfo four con- 
vents for Monks of the four different orders, 
the Dominicans^ the Francijcans^ Carmelites^ 
and Capuchins^ and three for Nuns. I fhall 
not detain you with a particular hiftory of the 
antiquities, relidts, or paintings preferved in 
thefe different buildings deftined to the pur- 
pofes of devotion, and pious retirement, as few 
of them poileis any chara&eriftic excellency. 
Nor will we difcufs the quellion which of thefe 
fabrics is the moft ancient, or by whom they 
were endowed. Should you think of making 
this tour, 1 would advife you to confult the 
German and French authors already mentioned 
upon thefe articles. I could indeed recommend 
to you the Aniiquitates Rheni^ were the work 
not too voluminous for a pocket companion, 
as it conMs of feveral large volumes in 
quarto. 

E 3 From 
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From the above hint you will perceive how 
impradicable it would be for me to enlarge in 
the defcription of every place we have vifited, 
or of every church we looked into. My folc 
aim is to fatifify that degree of curiofity which 
you may poffibly entertain at borne, which, to 
my great confolation^ muft be very inferior to 
that which would be excited, were you upon 
the fpot. I (hall therefore finifti my church 
hiftory of Coblentz, with informing you, that 
the remains of the ambitious Kuno de Falkenftein 
reft in the collegiate church of St. Caftor, who 
never experienced reft, as long as he had a 
living fibre to be put into motion. 

It is faid, that about twenty years ago, Coblentz 
was far behind all the adjacent cities, in every 
article of civilization and focial life : that the 
people were illiterate, and fuperfticious to a high 
degree, and flaves to many abfurd and expenfive 
cuftoms. However, it is acknowledged, that 
fince the above period, their progrefs towards 
improvement has been very rapid, and that the 
city advances every day in buildings, manners, 
knowledge, and riches. Tbe number of inhabit- 
ants, including the garrifon, and the vale of Ehren- 
breitftcin, is computed at about 1 2 or 13000. 

1 heir prefcnt fovcreign, the Eledor Clement 
Vencelas, who is a Prince Royal of Poland, 

has 
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has made many beneficial regulations.* He has 
checked the extravagancies of funeral pomp and 
coftly mournings, by which many families had 
nearly ruined themfclves, leaft their deviation 
from eftablifhed cuftoms fhould be interpreted 
into the want of rtfpe£fc for the deceafcd. He 
has eftablifhed an infurance office againft the 
^ravages of fire;— he has repaired the public 
roads^ at a very conliderable cxpenccs — he has 
reformed the manner of teaching in the Gym- 
nafium^ or public fchool> by fubftituting lec- 
tures in various branches of ufeful knowledge 
to the metaphyfical fubtleties of the ancient 
fchoolss— he has alfo eftablifhed fchools for 
children of the lower clafs, to which he has 
obliged the richer convents to contribute, and 
has fet them the example by liberal donations. 
Infhort this Prince is univerfally fpoken of with 
refpeft ; and^ happy for his fubje£ts> the man of 
benevolence and the philofbpher^ have.^ined 
the afcendancy over the ecclefiaftic. 

About fix or eight years,, ago, a fociety was 
ereded folely for the purpofes of mental im- 
provement. Each member fubfcribes a Louis 
d*or per annum, towards the fupport of the 
houfe> and coUeding of a public library, as 
well as various philofophical inftruments. Their 
coUeftion of ufeful publications is encreafing 
E 4 annually. 



56 T« E R H I M Eg 

annually. Every meniber has free accefs to the 
library every hour of the day^ and has iiberty 
to introduce a ftrangcf. 

I ann convinctd xh^t the above infornnation 
will give more fatis%6tiQn co. your bcnevokot 
heart, than the moft accurate defcfiption of 
toncibs of faints, or col|e<9:ions t)f thdr mcft 
precious rclifts. 1 might alfo add, "that there 
are fome private cabinets pf pamtifigSi and of 
natural hij^lory 1 anTKHig thcfe the cabinet pf the 
Canon Unbefcbeiden his a decided fuperiority* 
He hfts a large colle^ion of paintings from the 
Flemifli and Italian fchopls, as well as from the 
French and German. His natural hiftory. 
chiefly confifts of birds, ekgaritly arranged, and 
in good prefcryation. 
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COBLENTZ is not an handfome city. 
The houfes in general are antiquated, and the 
pavement is irregular. The principal ftreet 
runs from the Mofelle bridge to the Rbein-Tbof-^ 
or Rhine-Port. There are fcveral hotels of 
ancient nobility in it, but they are chiefly built 
m the moft retired part of a BaJfe-couTy and add 
little to its fplendour. A fquare is building, 
adjacent to the new palace of the Eledtor, 
which, when finifhed, will, in unifon with that 
magnificent etlifice, become a great ornament 
to the town. The houfcs arc to be in the mo- 
dern tafte, and the fcjuare, which will ferve as 
the parade, will be planted with lime-trees, to 
furnifti a noon da} 's walk. ^ 

Nor is the fituation of Coblentfe fo agreeable 
for a perpetual refidence, as many other cities 
onthe borders of the Rhine. It is more roman- 
tic than cheerful, and is too mountainous to 
aflFord tRe agreeable walk in various direftions. 

It 
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It flrikcs the occafional vifitor with a gloomy 
grandeur^ but furnifhcs no (hady grove or un- 
dulated plain^ excepting on the fide of Ander^ 
nacbj for the evening peripatetic^ or the rural 
horfeman. 

The inhabitants complain that they are not 
fo well fupplied with river-filh, as in every 
other part of this mighty river. The deficiency 
is afcribed to the agitation occafioned by the 
union of the two ftreams. The fudden admif- 
(ion of fo large a mafs of water as the Mojelle^ 
excites too much commotion for the peaceful 
inhabitants of the deep> particularly the Rhine- 
crab and the perch. As the waters of the 
Mofelle are much clearer than thofe of the 
Rhine> the diftin&ion of the two ilreams may 
be traced at a confiderable diftan,ce. I hope 
that this confeffion will not excite any prejudices 
in your mind againft my favourite. Confider, 
good Sir^ what a long meandering journey hte 
Rhine has taken before it arrived at CoblentZj 
compared with the Mofelle ! How many lakes^ 
and how ;nany rivers j what torrents of melted 
fnow^ and hafty rains, bringing with them half 
the loofened earth of the mountains of Switzer- 
land, it is obliged to receive into itsbofom; 
while the Mofelle only makes a (hort trip 

from 
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from neighbouring Alfacc, and fcarcely admits 
a brook. 

Notwit;hftanding the above difadvantages^ the 
Eledtor gives this fpot the piipferencc to any 
other part of his domains. As an inconti^ftable 
proof of his attachment to Coblentz, he has 
lately built, or is rather finifhing, a very elegant 
and fumptuous palace^ on the eaftern border of 
the Rhine. 

Whoever ftands on this border, and contem- 
plates the face of the old palace, in the vale of 
Ebrenbreitftein^ will regret that it fliould be put 
out of countenance by its oppofite rival. And 
whoever vifits the elegant apanments, and 
views the rich upeftries and painted ceilings 
that adorn them, will be fuppofcd to conclude, 
that ambition iifelf ought to fit down contented 
with them. But neceffity has no law.— ^i 
The extreme humidity of its fituation, which 
renders it unhealthy in the winter feafon; the 
inconveniences to which it is expofed from im« 
menfe floats of ice, that fometimes befiege it; 
and above all the increafing danger of its being 
crufhed by the fall of rocks hanging over its 
head, have induced the Eledlor to place his re- 
iidence on the eaftern Ihore. 

You will have perceived already, that I am 
not very fond of defcribing palaces and (lately 

manfions. 
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manfions, but as tliis is fo recent a buildingi 
and fo univcrfally admired for the tafte dilplayed 
ih it, I fhall endeavour to give you fome general 
ideas of ir. • 

The grand facade is very elegant. The 
CChtral building is three ftories in elevation. 
Eight pillars of the Ionic order fupport a bal- 
cony, which proje£h in fuch a mannei as to form 
a piazza, or veftibule beneath it, through which 
C6mpany may pafs, (heltered from rain, to the 
grand entrance* Arcades on each fide, where 
the different offices are placed,^ conftitute the 
wings of the manfion, and trace an area, form- 
ing the iaji'cour, which is feparated from the 
fquare, or grand parade, mentioned above, by 
iron palifades of curbus workmanfhip. 

The moft elegant apartments are on the fe- 
cond ftory, to which you are condufted by a 
fpacious ftair-cafc, fupportcd by ftatcly columns. 
The principal apartments conflft of the dining- 
room, contiguous to which is the breakfafting 
faloon on the one fide, and pn the other a fu- 
perior kind of fervants-hall, deftined to the 
rehearfal of a grand entertainment before the 
public exhibition ; a concert room and au- 
dience chamber j to thefc fucceed the Eleftor's 
cabinet, which is a fpecies of library; the chapel, 
and other rooms adjacent, of inferior note. 

The 
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The dining-room is ornamented with various 
ftatues^ mounted on elegant pedeftals^ and 
placed each in its rcfpeftive nitch. Among 
thefe the goddefs Ceres not only appears with 
peculiar propriety, as being the emblem of 
abundance; but in the coldeft feafon flie dif- 
fufes a kindly warmth over the gucfts aflembled 
in this fpacious falle, and alio over the concert- 
room^ and audience- chamber. To ipcak un- 
enigmatically^ the figure of Ceres adorns a 
ftove or oven, which conveys the heat by means 
pf pipes, through thefe three apartments* 

The concert room is large and fpacious, 
formed upon a commodious and elegant plan, 
and promifes to be very majeftic when com- 
pleted. The audience-chamber is as elegant as 
imagination ' could devife. After having ex- 
haufted her beft efforts here, what fhe will do 
in die next palace fhe is to adorn, I know not. 
The floor is moft beautifully inlaid with coftly 
woods of different kinds, in divers fhapes, and 
variegated colours, and kept in the fmootheft 
order. The tapeftry is of filk, being the cun- 
ning needle-work of one of the Royal Damfel^ 
of the houfehold of Bavaria. The mantle- 
piece of Italian marble, wrought by a Pari$ 
artifl, in a moft princely ftile. The ceiling 
was painted by Zick, and we will hope that it 

is 
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is ah emblem of the owner's charadcr, as it 
reprefents Juftice commanding the Virtues to 
punifh Vice. Some paintings by thofe diftin- 
guifhed Frenchmen^ David and Manageoty are 
alfo deftined to preach virtue in the midft of 
grandeur^ by reprefenting the continence of 
Scipio^ the clemency of Auguftus^ and the li- 
berality of Mark Antony. 

I Ihall leave you to furnifh this apartment with 
chandeliers, chairs, fofas, &c. in a corrcfpon- 
dent ftile. 

Of. all thefe fplendid apartments, my foul 
would fie do^n with moft contentment in the* 
breakfafting or cofiee faloon, as it is termed. 
The concert falle is majeftic, but proud; the 
audience chamber has fuch a forbidding ele-^ 
gance, that it is equally comfortlefs to fit or 
Hand in it. The fize of the coffee faloon h 
about the dimenfions of a reafonable wifli i It 
is furniftied with an elegant fimplicity, that is 
within the compafs of enjoyment ; it is hung 
with a placid, yet vivid green, and ornamented 
with a feries of paintings, about thirty-fix in 
number, by the celebrated German painter 
Dietrich, or bietericy. Some of thefe reprc- 
fent fcenes of Scripture hiflory; others the 
principal incidents in the life of St. Francis 
Xavier, and others are very pleafing landfcapes. 

The 
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The profpcft from the windows of this apart- 
ment is alfo extenfive and lively. You will 
not be lurprifed that I omit the library^ when I 
tell you diat it was not furniflied. Befides, 
much would depend upon the kind of furniture. 
Should the Eleftbr, by virtue of his charafter 
of Archbifliop, think himfclf obliged to lay in 
a large ftore of Monkifh legends^ or of Polemi- 
cal divinity, I fhould ftill prefer my cofFce-room. 
For after having tailed of both, I really think the 
Germans have a much better hand at making 
coffee than in making fyftems of theology. 

The upper rooms are chiefly dormitories. 
The bed* room of the EleSor pofTefles elegance 
becoming that charader. The Archbijhop has 
fuperadded a cabinet adjacent to the fide of his 
bed, which being opened, exhibits a filver cru- 
cifix, decorated with precious ftones, and fur- 
rounded with various holy relics in gaudy at- 
tire, A crimfon velvet cufliion is placed for 
the elbows, and another at the command of 
his knees. Thus furniflied, and thus accom* 
modated, his Grace may kneel, morning and 
evening, with the moft gentleman-like elegance, 
and breathe forth, with all humility, " Lord 
have mercy upon me, miferable finner." 

As the Gemians, notwithftanding the many 
other excellencies they poflcfs,. have not made 

adif- 
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a diftinguifhcd figure in the clafs of painters -, and 
as Dietrich is univerfally deemed a " rara avis in 
terra Germanica," you will not be difpleafed with 
the oudines of his hiftory. Dietrich was bora 
in the year 171 a, the fon of John George Dietrich, 
painter at the Court of Vienna, who inftrufted 
him in the firfl principles of his art; and ^ 
twelve years of age placed him under the 
tuition of Alexander Tbeile, a man of fome re- 
nown at Drejden. In the year 1728, he was 
employed under the dire<5tion of his tutor in 
painting for the country fe^t of King Augiiftus, 
at Muhlberg, where he diftinguifhcd himfelf 
by the figure of Diana bathing; and he was 
foon after appointed to the office df Courts- 
painter. Upon the death of his patron, he 
received an annual pcnfion of 400 rixthalers 
from Count Briihl. In the year. 1741, he be- 
came Court-painter to Auguftus the Third, and 
at the expence of his fovcrcign, was permitted 
to vifit Rome, where his progrefs was propor- 
tionate to his own genius, and the advantages 
he enjoyed in that feminary of the fine arts. 
Upon his return, he was eledbed as firft pro» 
feffor by the Academy of Painting at Drefden» 
with an annual ftipend of 600 rixthalers. Hf 
died in the year 1774, laden with accumulated 
honours, being, at the period of his deceaie^ 

R(^al 
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Royal Polijhy and Saxon Eleftorial Court 
Painter, Profeflbr at the Academy at Drefden, 
Direftor of the School for Painting at Meiffcn, 
where the Poicelaiiy Fabric is eftablifhed, and 
Member of the Academies of Augiburg and 
Bologna. The multitude of his works difperfed 
through various parts of Germany, dcmonftrate 
both his afliduity and expedition. 

The genius of Dietrich feems rather to have 
been imitative than original j but then he had 
the fingular talent of imitating, to a high degree 
of perfection, mafters who poffeffcd oppofite ex- 
cellencies. His paintings from Sacred Hiftory 
were after the manner of Rembrandt. His 
peafants refembled thofe of fFille. In his 
converfation pieces he is faid to have copied 
after and furpaffed JVattau. But his landfcapes 
are ,xhe chief fources of his renown ; in which 
the beauties of Everdingenj Berghem^ Claude^ 
Lorrain, and Poelemburg are united. Thefc 
are acknowledged to pofiefs a richnefs and 
variety in the defign, judgment and tafte in the 
arrangement, a warmth, but nothing extrava- 
gant, in the execution, a boldnefs without being 
harfh. The colouring is vivid, but not gaudy, 
and fo permanent, that his earlieft performances 
appear as frefti as if they juft came from his 
pencil. 

Vol. II. F 1 fhall 
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I fliall now take my leave of the EleAorial 
Palace, pafs by the Playhoufe, Bath, and other 
places of inferior note, though our Cicerone 
would not immediately go with you over the 
river to the vale of Ehrenbreitftein. 

It would be [deemed an offence againft curi- 
ofity and tafte, not to vifit and admire the 
Eleftor's fplendid yacht that is moored on the 
caftern fide of the river. It exceeds in ornament 
the fined you can exhibit on a Lx>rd-Mayor*s- 
day. Due pains have been taken, not only to 
render it as elegant as poffible within, but as 
commodious. Like pantomimic fcenery, chairs, 
couches, and tables are made to fold up at will, 
in order to give more room for fmaller com- 
panies. By touching a fpring in one corner, 
out ftarts a fide-board at your fervicei from 
another a writing-delk, and in a third, the^oors 
open as by enchantment, and exhibit a fmall 
altar, decorated with religious finery. 

On this eaftem fide of the Rhine, and not far 
diftant from the vale of Ehrenbreitfl:ein, towards 
the fouth,, are mineral fprings. But as no 
phyfician has written them and himfelf into 
repute, they are much neglcftcd, and of con- 
fcquence we did not deem them worthy of our 
attention* 

Wc 
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We afcended the mighty mountain on which 
the Caftlc of Ehrenbreitftein is builr, by a nar- 
row, (teep, and winding path, Oyr guide 
wifhed us to halt about the midway, that we 
might take a view of the genuine garment, with- 
out a feam, worn by our Saviour. This was 
depofited in a chapel dug out of the rock, to be 
under the immediate protection of the fortrefs.. 
But we declined the propofal, from the moft 
ingenuous motives* As there are feveral other 
claimants to the fame honour in different parts 
of Europe, we were apprehenfive that the fight 
alone might bring our minds under an undue 
bias in its preference j and we determined to 
keep our judgments unrctained, until all the 
evidence concerning this important fubjeft 
{hou]d come before us. 

It is affcrted, that the caftle built upon the 
fummit of this ftupendous rock, is not Jefs than 
eight hundred feet in a perpendicular line ' 
from the level of the river. The caftlc is very 
ancient. 

From the quotation already given, its pri- 
ority to any on this part of the Rhine is obvious. 
It is thought, when fupported by a competent 
garrifon, to be impregnable. It has acquired 
this charafter of impregnability from the refift- 
ance it made in the time of the Swcdifli wars. 
F 2 Eighty 
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Eighty thoufand of the French troops on the 
fouthern fide oi it> and forty thoufand on the 
northern, could not make the leaft impreffion. 
It has a communication with the city of Cob- 
lentz, by Aibterrancous paiTages, cut out of the 
folid rock> and it is plentifully fupplied with 
waterj from a well 280 feet in depth, which 
oozes through the furfaces of the neighbouring 
hills. This well was dug by order of the 
Ele6kor Jean the Second, Margrave of Baden, 
who repaired the caftle in the year 1481. The 
workmen were employed three years' in the ardu- 
ous undertaking. 

A large fquare> or parade> is formed in the 
fortrefs, by the arrangement <5f the barracks, 
arfenal> prifbn> and other buildings. In the 
centre of this fquare is placed a cannon, fup- 
pofed to be the largeft in Europe. It was 
founded at Francforty by order of the Eleftor 
Richard Greifenklau^ (Anglice Griffon's claws.) 
It weighs 300 quintals, and projeds a ball of 
180 pounds, as far as Andernach> that is/ from 
twelve to fixteen miles. It fupports two grif- 
fons, in honour of its principal, inftead of the 
cuftomary dolphins. Rcfpefting its other good ' 
qualities, I ihall leave h to fpeak for icfelf, 
which it does by the folloiwing infcription, 
placed contiguous to the touch-hole. Vogel 

Greif 
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Greif bets icb, meinem gnddigen berm van Trier 
dinn icb, wo er micb beift gewalden^ da will icb 
dobm und mauren zu/falten. Simon gos micb, 
I5i8. i.e. Griffon is my name; I fervc my 
gracious matter of Treves ; I (hatter gates and 
wallsj wherever he commands me to exert my 
force. Simon caft me, 15C18. 

Notwithftanding thefe natural and artificial 
advantages, the £le(5tor's military force is fo 
inconfiderable, that little refiftance could be 
expeded in an hour of danger. The military 
eftablifhment does not exceed fifteen hundred 
men ; of which number, by the way, eight 
hundred were ordered to march to the aflift- 
ancc of the prince bifhop of Uege^ the day pre- 
ceding our arrival. You will be furprifed at the 
fmallnefs of the army, when I inform you, that a 
common man cofts not more than five cruitzers 
per day; that is about one penny three-far- 
thipgs, and a ferjeant only fix, or two-pence. 

The profpeftfrom this eminence is majeftic, 
extenfive, and variegated. Towards the weft, 
the eye penetrates over, and through the di- 
vifions of inferior mountains into Lorrain ; to- 
wards the front it^ commands the town and its 
envirdns. In the northern and fouthern di- 
redtions^ it traces the windings of the river 
amidft the hills. The ftream that flows at its 
F 3 feet. 
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feet^ is decorated with two fmall iflands^ on 
each of which is placed a Convent. 

The inclination of the rock is very obvious 
upon a fide- view ; yet its amazing height makes 
it appear almoft perpendicular from the fummitj 
and the firfl idea fuggefted to one apprehenfive 
of falling from the battlements^ would be^ that 
the river would receive him. We were in- 
formed, that a French prifoner, in the wars 
alluded to, was feduced by this appearance. 
Wearied of confinement, and urged by the hopes 
of regaining liberty, he attempted to fpring into 
the fixeam j feveral of his ribs were broken by 
his fall againfi: the declivity of the hill. In 
this fi:ate he rolled into the river, pafled it, and 
crawled as far as Andernach, where he periihed 
the day following. 

The arfenal is richly provided with arms, 
ancient and modern^ but I met with* nothing 
worthy of particular attention, or unufual, ex- 
cepting it was fome fire-arms, fo conftru6ted, 
that the bayonet fprang up and fixed itfelf in a 
proper diredtion, by means of a trigger appro- 
priated to the purpofe. If fome unknown in- 
convenience ftiould not attend this mode, it 
moft certainly promifes )sl great economy of 
time. After palling through three or four 
apartments in the arfenal, and being condu£ted 

to 
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to nearly the centre of the building, the veteran 
foldier who conduded us> perceived that he had 
forgotten a key ; and through his minute at- 
tention to military order, he fliut every door 
upon us, while he went in fearch of it. Had 
this man died fuddenly in the intermediate time; 
had he been a malicious enemy^ or been allured 
by the pollibility of an advantage, how de- 
plorable would have been our fituation ! I con- 
fels, that, during his abfence, our fenfations 
were of the kind that we welcomed him on his 
return as our deliverer. 

While we were fpeculating upon this event, 
ias we were defcending the hill, with fomc 
degree of horror, at the very poflibility of being 
thus detained, we met two guards of the citadel^ 
conducing a malefador to the dungeon we had 
contemplated fome minutes before, through its 
iron rails. He feemed to be a labourer, and 
about thirty years of age. The pale anguifh 
that was ftrongly marked on his countenance^ 
received, as he approached towards us, a mo- 
mentary alleviation, by the hopes that we 
ihould beftow a boon, to operate like that drop 
of water on the tongue of a richer finncr. The 
fight of his agonies, at the dreadful inftant in 
which he was to be precluded from the light of 
day— torn from a family, whofe indigency had, 
F 4 perhaps. 
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perhaps, feduced him to commit the crime of 
theft— deprived of that firft of natural bleflings, 
liberty— his min3 foreboding harfh treatment 
from his keepers— without a profpeft of ter- 
mination to prefent mifery, but by the execu- 
tion of fome terrible fentencc of punifhment — 
the fmall fpecimen we had had of momentary 
captivity — the dreadful cataftrophe of the 
French prifoner, in following his inftinft for 
freedom — all exerted their combined influence 
upon us in fo forcible a nianner, that we were 
difpofed-to pardon any fault he might have 
committed, excepting murder 5 and to wifh 
that he had oflTended ourfelves, that we might 
have enjoyed the power of forgiving. Benevo- 
lent inftinft prompted us jo be very liberal j 
but we were apprchenliye that thefe delegates of 
juftice would, without fcruple or remorfe, fur- 
pafs the crime of their prilbner, by robbing the 
wretch fo completely in their power. The 
unhappy man's gratitude for what we gave him, 
afforded a ftiort fufpenfion of his mifery. 

We returned to the inn at the hour of dinner. 
The company of the preceding evening were 
prefent, with the addition of fome other gen- 
tlemen. They gave us every neceflfary informa- 
tion refpedting our intended rout^ and being 

informed 
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informed of our intention to vifit Mentz and 
Francfortj and to return by the Rhine, they 
ijnanimoufly advifed us to go innmediately to 
Francfort, and to return by Mentz \ as by 
cutting off the angle, we ftiould gain at leaft 
half a day, and avoid fome very bad roads. 
But the motive which had made us fo impatieht 
to leave DufTeldorf again prevailed. As we 
were difappointed relpefting letters at Cologne^ 
my friend ordered his correlpondent to forward 
any that Ihould arrive after our departure, to 
Mr M — ^'s, at Mentz. The plan being 
fettled, and horfes ordered to fet off immediately 
after dinner, we had time to contemplate the 
refpedtable Count BauermanHy in whom indo- 
lence, affcftation, and effeminacy were inti- 
mately united. Every fentence forced from his 
lips was uttered with an indolent languor. But 
the mod interefting part of his converfation 
related to himfelf. He complained of nervous 
head-achs j of being troubled with the vapours ; 
confeflcd that he fat at table not to eat, but pour 
chaffer Vennuiy for a few moments. My friend 
obfcrved, that had the Count traverfed the city, 
and mounted the rocks of Ehrenbreitftein with 
us, he would have been cured of all his com- 
plaints. An univerfal fmile indicated that this 

mental 
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mental phyfician had found out the difeafe by 
the remedy he prefcribed. 

I muft confefs, my dear Sir, that the fight of 
an effeminate Petit^maitre always infpires me 
with melancholy. A thoufand ideas of the 
lugubrious kind immediately prefent themfelves 
to my imagination. I fometimes pity him for 
being fo difcontented with his fex» as te make 
perpetual^ fomewhat promifing> and yet in- 
effedual efforts to change it. At other times 
I view in the perfon of a PetU-maitre a fpecimen 
of the human fpecies^ that^ in its eager attempts 
to efcape rude and favage nature, pafles rapidly 
into the region of monkies, without once Hop- 
ping at man ! 

Bauermann properly fignifies hufbandman^ 
or cultivator ; and if there be any truth in 
ct3rmology, fome one of Count Bauermann's 
anceftors muft have been an induftrious labourer^, 
who cultivated the fruits of the earth, and this 
his offspring ftarts forth a butterfly that con- 
fumes them ! It was, doubtlefs, the malculine 
ftrength, undaunted courage, or mental powers 
of fome anceftor that attracted the notice, and 
received the patronage of his fovereign; and 
thus ennobled the race : but behold what 
a ihameful miracle ! Heart of oak has begot- 
ten 
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ten a very tooth-pick ! Hands of iron are de- 
generated into machines^ to fuftain BrulTel's 
lace ! Courage, unfubdued by an hoft of 
enemies, has produced a fon dying of the 
vapours, and trembling at a rude breath of air! 
Mental powers, that regulated domeftic, and 
awed foreign politics, are fucceeded by a pericra- 
nium that refleds honour upon no foul living, 
excepting its hair-drcffer ! ! ! And this thing 
recals to remembrance, with a blufh, the Man 
that gave rife to its exiftence, becaufe his name 
was not preceded by an unmeaning appellatbm 
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LETTER XXXV. 



£ms> NaflaUy &c« 

THE diftance from Coblentz to Mentz is 
not more than fourteen leagues : but as there 
was nothing peculiarly interefting to detain us 
longer at Coblentz^ and as the roads had a bad 
reputation, we refolved to pafs a night at 
Najfau^ which is about fix leagues from 
Coblentz. 

We fet out immediately ^fter dinner, and 
afcended the lofty mountains on which the 
Caftle of Ehrenbrdtftein is built. The plat- 
form on the fummit of which feemed to con- 
ftitute a kind of landing-place, fome degrees 
nearer the clouds. This fudden elevation 
flattered our pride. We looked down with a 
degree of triumph on all the inferior objefts, 
notwithftanding the fatisfaftion they had fo 
lately afforded us. However, when thefe ob- 
jefts were out of fight, and every thing around 
us appeared our equals, we graduall)^. awoke 

from 
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from our dreams of fuperiority^ and could no 
longer perceive die diflference between our 
former humble, and our prefent elevated fi* 
tuation. 

pur road was for fome time over a vaft plain 
by the fide of a foreft, on our left hand; on 
our right the fportive varieties of nature 
foon began to arreft our attention, and afford 
us great amufement. We looked down upon 
hills and mountains of different fhapes, fizes, 
and materials, the various projections of which 
were manifeftly united to one common bafe; 
fertile vales between them, obvioufly formed 
by the depofition of materials from the fummit, 
wafhed down by hafly (bowers, and by number- 
lefs rivulets, that left their traces on the fides 
of the hills, exhibited a moft agreeable pic- 
turefque fcene. In fome parts one might fuf- 
peft that a whirlwind created a vortex, in half- 
fluid materials, at the inftant they were ac- 
quiring confidence^ and that large, deep, and 
inacceffible funnels were thus formed. In other 
parts. Nature feemed to have been perfedly at 
reft, and to have let the procefs go on uninter- 
ruptedly, until the laft particle of matter, ac- 
cording to the modern fyftem of mountain 
making, was depofitcd in a point. The vales 
2 fuf. 
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fufpended between the hills were richly cultivated, 
although in fome places they feemed fcarcciy 
accellible to the hufbandman. Thofe cavities 
and inclinations that were too deep for artificial 
culture^ Nature took under her own immediate 
care> and fhe planted them with a variety of 
Ihrubs. 

While we were amufing ourfelves with thefe 
pleafing views, on a fuddcn we experienced that 
the complaints we had heard concerning the bad- 
nefs of the roads were not exaggerated. Turning 
fliort by the corner of a hedge, one of our 
horfes fell into a deep flough, in which the 
wheels of our carriage on the left fide were 
inftantly buried. The depth of the rut pre- 
vented us from being overturned, as the bottom 
of our chaife reftcd upon the ground. We now 
experienced, for the firft time, the great ad- 
vantage of h^,ying four horfes in our equipage; 
two of which we had hitherto confidered as 
fupernumeraries. Thefc ferved to help a 
brother in diftrefsj without which refource we 
fliould have been obliged to apply to the neareft 
village for additional help. 

Between two and three leagues from Cob« 
lentz lies .the fmall city of Ems. It is built in 

a deep 
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. a deep valley, in a chink, formed by the con- 
tiguity of two oppolite mountains. The defcent 
to it is very rapid 5 and as our horfes were 
hurrying do^K^n towards the gate that was ta 
admit us into the city, we not only perceived 
theoppofite gate that was to be our out-let, but 
at the firft inftant we were under fome appre- 
henfions that our horfes would ftrike their 
foreheads againft the fide of a rock, that feemed 
from our point of view to flop up the paflage; 
apprehending that our charioteer could not be 
able to check their courfe ; but he managed 
affairs very dexteroufly j he drove through the 
town, turned fhort to the right hand, in the 
road between the rock and the city-walls, and 
condufted us with fafety to an inn in the 
fuburbs, where he wiflied to refrefh his horfe$ 
and himfelf. 

This inn had no brilliant appearance. Every 
apartment within our view was filthy and mean 5 
and yet we learned it was not among the 
humblefi: receptacles for fl:rangers. Our fur- 
prife was, of confequence, not a little excited, 
when the landlord expreffed a full expedlation 
that we intended to pafs fome weeks at Ems. 
We foon learned, however, that Ems is one of 
thofe numerous places where the idle and the 

vale* 
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valetudinarian pay their annual vifits to bathe, 
drink the waters, and to game. * 

Our obliging hoft wanted much to perfuade 
us that a few weeks warm bathing would be of 
excellent fcrvice to our healths J and to enhance 
the virtues of the waters, he.affurcd us, that 
much genteel company was at this place, and 
that more was daily expefled. It was in vain 
we told him our temperaments did not require 
relaxing medicaments. He urged that the 
falubrious air of the furrounding hills would 
foon brace us up again ; and to lay a flronger 
temptation in our way, he infilled upon fhewing 
us the neatnefs and convenience of the baths. 
To this propofition we could have no objedion ; 
and we' affured him, upon the view of them, 
that if the warm bath fhould ever appear an 
advifeable remedy for our cafe j and if we were 
influenced in our choice, merely by the neatnefs 
and convenience of the baths, we (hould give our 
preference to thefc of Ems. 

We were much furprifed to learn, that not 
lefs than nearly two hundred perfons had placed 
themfelves in this fiflure of the hills, either to 
be parboiled for their different complaints, or 
to amufc themfelves with miniature gaming, in 
order to be duly prepared for higher circles ; as 

country 
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Country comedians are ripening for the metropO'- 
iisi or as the little devils oi Rabelais thundered 
and lightened over cabbages, in order to bring 
their hands in for greater mifchiefsi 

All his eloquence proved urifuccefsfuL We 
returned to our carriage— drove for fome miles 
by the fide of the river Lone^ through a lovely 
v^e-^-mounted hills — dipped into vallies 
evaded the fteep declivity of fome mountains, 
by winding round their fides, and boldly af- 
cended others, until we arrived at the ancient 
city of Najfau. 

This town is of a confiderable fize. Its 
fituation is very Romanefque i but to external 
appearance it is impoveriflied. Indeed, moft 
of the fecondary towns in Germany have the 
fame appearance % but in general they are fully 
indemnified, by poflcfling every thing in great 
abundance, excepting money^ that irritamentum 
malorum. The furprife of finding fo large a 
town in fo remote a region j the view of a 
fortrefs built upon the clift of a rockj and of the 
ruins of various other caftles, which adorn the 
neighbouring mountains, united to render the 
fcene Angularly ftriking. 

We drove, as advifcd, to the Poft-office ; the 
proprietor of which afts in the double capacity 
of farmer and landlord. Wc were conduced 

Vol. II. G into 
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into a very largcs and not an inelegant apartment, 
which ferves for occafional balls^ and weekly 
dubs; and becomes, at ftated periods^ a court 
of juflice. A much greater abundance was 
provided for our fupper than we required, and 
our lodgings were neat, clean, and comfort^- 
able. 

Th^ window of our grand apartment com- 
manded a view of the ruins of an ancient caftlc, 
placed on the fummitj or rather the pinnacle ' 
ofa very high and deep mountain, that railed 
its majcftic brow over the oppofite barn. Wc 
were not a little furprifed to learn that this was 
the original manfion of the Najfau family ; than 
which no one has been more diftinguifhed either 
for its numerous ramifications^ or for the 
important parts they have afted in the turbulent 
periods of hiftory. I had time to take a {ketch 
of it^ which I (hall enclofe in this letter. 

The next mining early we purfued our jour- 
ney. After dcfcending a gentle declivity, wc 
paffcd a rivulet by a ferry, of which we were 
informed the Prince of Orange is the proprietor. 
He made us pay dear for our paflage^ 

The rivulet was foon loft among the hills, 
and we continued our way by gently afcending 
the fide of a bulky mountain. It feemed to 

confift 
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coniift entirely of quarts^ or flate, of which 
vaft heaps that fell from the clifts in many 
places, almoft obftrufted our paflage. A plea- 
fant vale was on our right fide, variegated with 
lelTer hills and irregularities, in a manner fimi- 
lar to the preceding, only upon a fmaller 
fcale. 

. We finally gained the fiimmit of the moun- 
tain, which brought us to a very extenfive 
plain, that feemed to form the fecond ftage 
of our approach towards the heavens. The 
fouthern horizon was ikirted with hills. On 
our right fide, towards the fouth-weft, we could 
trace a fiflure in the range of hills, through 
which pafled our friend the Rhine i and although 
his waters were no longer vifible to our bodily 
organs, a blue and condenfed atmofphere rifing 
from, and winding with the vale, aflTured our 
mental optics of their prefcnce. On our left 
hand the fields of«yellow grain feemed to be in 
hourly expeftation of the fickle. 

, We continued our courfe over this elevated 
plain for fome hours, dipping occafionally into 
a village, to pay a toll-gate, or to refrefh or 
change our horfcs. 

At length our appetites and our watches 

united to convince us that it was about two 

G 1 o'clock. 
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o'clock. Seeing no place throughout an cx- 
tenfive horizon, where we could fatisfy our 
hunger, excepting a village two or three miles 
before us, we began, in conformity to this un- 
promifing appearance, to moderate our defires 
to an egg, or a mutton*chop and faUad. 

The village appeared to us, from the elevated 
downs over which we paiTed, to have a very 
infignificant mine. It was built in fo narrow a 
vale, between fuch fteep and lofty hills, that 
the horfe of an ancient Knight-errant could 
have fprung over it, without any other danger 
tlian that of pricking his flanks with the point 
of the fteeple. But lo ! as we drove up to an 
inn, we heard the found of the viol and the 
harp, of. men fingers, and of women fingers, 
and the voice of rejoicing. Two fmart waiters, 
with powder and pomatum-encrufted heads, 
and napkins in their hands, ran in emulation to 
our carriage, opened the door, lent their oblig- 
ing arms, and welcomed us to Scbwalbacbi 
the celebrated Scbwalbacb^ the Matlock of thi€ 
part of Germany. 

We were conduced into a large room, full 
of very genteel company, who werfc juft fat 
down to a moft fplendid entertainment. We 
took our feats next to a German Baron, and a 

French 
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French Officer^ who had mod obligingly pro- 
cured places for us at their table. 

The Prophet fays, how beautiful arc the feet 
of him that bringeth|[W tidings ! But had the 
Prophet been at Scbwalbacb^ fequeftered from 
the world for feveral weeks, expofed to the 
famenefs of fociety, where all the old ftock of 
converfation was exhauftcdj he would have 
exclaimed, ^' Blefled are the feet of him that 
bring tidings of any kind." The current news 
of the day was heard with eagernefs -, every thing 
we related occafioned a momentary fufpenfion of 
knives and forks in every part of the room. 

We had received certain information, while at 
Cleves, of the defeat of the King of Sweden, by 
the naval forces of the Emprefs. When we 
brought thefc ticjlngs to Dujfeldorfy we derived 
Ibme degree of importance, from being able to 
confirm the general rumour. At Cologne the 
news was received by feveral officers at the 
public table, with fome degree of pleafure, as 
feeding the appetite for fomething new, inter- 
mixed with much diffatisfaftion. They fup- 
pofed that the Emprefs would be more haughty 
in her demands; the profpefts of peace would 
be more remote, and that the whole German 
G 3 empire 
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empire might be drawn into a war. To this 
they manifefted the greateft reluSance, and 
dropt Tome hintsr that mankind muft finally be 
tired of being called forth to flaughter, in order 
to gratify the caprice and ambition of the great. 
At Bonn and Coblentz the news was acceptable, 
as conveying interefting information i and the 
newfmongcrs were refpefted. But at Schwal* 
BACH we were honoured as if we had been cou- 
riers from the Ruffian Court. Several gentle- 
men> from a diftant table, crowded around us to 
know the. particulars ; and the room was im- 
mediately filled with Ipeculations concerning the 
probable confequences of this defeat. 
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LETTER XXXri. 



Schwalbach. Slangbacb* 

AT length our more circumfcribed conver- 
iation turned upon the affairs of France, This 
afForded us an opportunity of difcovering the 
prevailing ideas and diipofitions. of our two 
polite aflbciates. The Baron freely confefled> 
that the Government of France was fo infamousj 
that Ibme reform .was abfolutely neceflary* But 
he exprefled his refentinent that the Tiers Etai 
fhould manifefl: fo ftrong a pfopenfity to extend 
their newly-acquired influence to the prejudice 
of the Nobles. The French Officer, we learned, 
had ferved in America, againft the Englilh, in 
the late troubles. He manifefted in his 
converfation, a difpofiuon friendly to liberty, 
and to the natural rights of mankind ; but ftill 
be regretted that France was approaching too 
much to Republican principles. 

My friend thought this was rather an advan-* 
tageous circumftance. 

G 4 '* I hope 
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" I hope, Sir, (anfwcred the Officer) that I 
am a real lover of liberty j but my only doubt 
is, in what manner it can be moft cfFcftually 
obtained and fecured. In my opinion, the 
mode muft vary according to contingencies* 
The fame form of government cannot be 
adopted to nations of every defcription. Per- 
haps there is not upon the globe a large and 
populous country, adapted to receive a Repub- 
lican form, excepting it be America. The Ame- 
ricans are an exception, becaufe they are, as 
yet, in a ftate of fimplicity. Their feafon of 
trial will arrive, when a large number of indi- 
viduals become rich, luxurious, felf-important, 
and intriguing. Then we arc to learn whether 
internal troubles will not terminate in an op- 
preffive Arijiocracy. The Americans' charafter, 
as it now Hands, may fupport a Republican 
fyftem ; but the charaftcr of the French, as it 
pow ftands, is the moft opfofite to it/* 

My friend thought, in thcfc remarks, that 
his dpponent had indulged too implicit a con- 
fidence in the principles advanced by Monte/-- ^ 
^uieu. 

The Officer anfwers, *' You muft grant. Sir, 
that Government has refpeft ro orders order 
requires fubmiffion to the rules propofed for its 
maintien^ncc* But fubmiffion is much more 

attainable 



) 



T H £ R H I N E. f | 

attainable in a long eftablilhed Monarchy^ than in 
z Republic. Here it is hereditary, is confidered 
as natural^ and fits eafy even upon thofe who 
are not of a fervile tenipen But in a Republic^ 
fubn^iflion is confidered and felt as a voluntary 
aft. The refleftion of every man who thinks 
upon the fubjcft, is, 1 am equal to my prin- 
cipal. It is by thy fuffrage that he holds the 
reins ; and I will be ever watchful how he ufes 
the whip.'* 

He is. quite in the right, replies my friend, 
this jealoufy is the guardian of liberty. 

" I difputc not his right, (anfwered the 
Officer) I am merely attempting to explain how 
it operates, and to juftify my aflcrtion, that 
France is not formed to be a Republic j I mean 
fimply to fhew, that, as in a Monarchy, and 
cfpecially in an abjolute Monarchy, the people 
are apt to bear too much \ fo in a Republic they 
are difpofed to the contrary qxtremc. They 
take offence upon the flighteft occafions, and to 
avoid the danger of fubmitting to great oppref- 
lions, are in arms at the diftant appearance of 
flight ones. The only check to thofe natural 
effefts of a Republican Government, lies in the 
charafters and difpofitions of the people. Where 
a great fimplicity of manners prevails, — where 
the lower clafi of people think that their fu- 

periors 
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periors are much wifer than themfelves^ and are 
difpofed to have an implicit confidence in them -, 
where the mechanic and the agriculturer never 
apply their thoughts to politics, and are con* 
tented with enjoying the fruits of their own 
labours^ and in the free exercife of their re-* 
ligion, all may go well, luppofing the Lc- 
giflative and Executive Bodies to poffefs but 
a tolerable (hare of difcretion. This appears 
to me the' prefent ftate of America. But the 
natural impetuofity of my countrymen, the 
rerfatility of their difpofitions, and the vanity 
which I confefs is interwoven in our charafters, 
induce almoft every man in the kingdom pe- 
remptorily to decide upon every fubjeft, will 
excite his ambition to be a member of the Le- 
giflative Body, direftly or indiredtly, and infift 
upon refpe^t being paid to his decifions, upon 
every fubjciSt propofed. In fliort, a Republic 
would, HI my opinion, at once let loofe that 
enormous mafs of felf-confequence, which has 
been comprcffed in a Monarchical Government, 
to the deftrudlion of every true principle of 
Legiflation.'* 

Thefe fenfible and candid obfervations and 
conceffions, if they did not convince, filenced 
his opponent, and the converfation ceafed« 

Ilhall 
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I ftiall not enlarge upon the nature and 
virtues of the waters at Schwalbach, nor enu- 
merate the wonders they have wrought. If 
we may judge from the quantity of viands, and 
the length of time we were at table, they 
muft have a great tendency to promote an 
appetite 3 and, we will hope alfo, that they aflifl: 
digejiion. 

They arc of a fimilar nature to thofe at Spa^ 
but they have a (lighter impregnation, both of 
fixed air, and of chalybeate. The rooms are 
large and commodious, but deftitute of elegance. 
The company have a ball twice a week -, the 
other evenings are devoted to play. Between 
four and five o'clock our carriage ilood ready, 
and we took leave of our new aflbciates, with 
a confiderable degree of regret. 

It was our original defign to pais by the way 
of Cajfely the profpedt from which mount had 
been fo highly celebrated 5 but our ignorance 
and inattention deprived us of that pleafure. We 
did not inform the driver of our intentions till 
we were advanced fome way on the road, and 
then we found it was too late, as CaiOel lies in 
another dircdtion. 

Since we could not enjoy the prolpeft from 
the mountains, we were obliged to content our- 

felves 
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felvcs With the picafures of the vale. 4 For the 
fpatce of two hours> our road was contiguous to 
ft rivulet on our left hand^ whofe banks, on the 
oppofice fide, were formed by hills o( various 
heights and inclinations, mantled with va- 
ri^ated fhnibs. On our right hand, a fpacious 
fbreft extended its immeafurable length, adorned 
with the venerable oak, of remoteft antiquity, 
md gigantic beech, and elms, &c. We 
contemplated it with the greater refpeA, as 
it was> doubdefs, a remaining ramification 
i)f that immenfe Hercynian wood, which 
traveried fb large a part of Germany, and 
is iaid to have been ^xfy days journey in 
extent* 

There is noone objed, perhaps, fo calculated to 
llrike the imagination, as an extenfive foreft. One 
may crowd a thoufand ideas into it in a moment* 
If you (hould ever be tempted to write a romance, 
my good Sir, let your principal fcenes, I befcech 
, you, lie within, or contiguous to a forcft. It 
will make you fuch a mafter of your fubje£t, 
that you may begin, carry on, and terminate 
every event juft as you pleafe. A wood is a 
moft excellent retreat for your pious hermit, 
from the vanities of the world, if you mean to 
introduce one \ and it affords an abundance of 
nouriJhment for his moderate defires, A be- 
nighted 
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flighted traveller is beft loft in a wood : If 
your tale requires it, you may cafily fuflFocatc 
him in a flough ; or you may place the glim- 
mering lamp at the one-paned window of an 
humble cottage, conduct hiiti through briars 
and thorns, and whiftling winds, and piercing 
cold, to the hofpitable fhed of a wood-cucter $ 
warm his chilled limbs with the faggots that lie 
ready at the door ; make his humble fare taftc 
fuperior to the moft delicate viands; and his 
bed of ftraw fofcer to his wearied limbs than one 
of down. 

A wood affords a fafe retreat for lovers blefled 
and blcfiing ; while it yields, at every ftep, the 
moft favourable opportunity for a defponding 
fwain to end his mifery, by fufpending himfelf 
upon a tree. 

The thick umbrageous foreft offers a weU 
come Ihade, from the burning glow of the mid* 
day fun; and the filver beams of the placid 
moon, twinkle moft delightfully through the 
branches, after that fcorching luminary has 
taken his leave of our hemifphere : or if you 
can difpenfe with her beams, you are free to 
light up as many glow-worms as you pleafe, 
or now and then treat us with a Will-o'-the- 
wi(p. 

There 



^ TflE RHINE. 

There are few forcfts fo full of timber, and of 
underwood, but a platform may be found, for 
the young men and maidens of the neighbouring 
hamlet to enjoy the rural dance^ at the found 
of the pipe and tabor, as often as you pleafe to 
permit them* 

If the fccne lies in Germany, you may, with 
the utmoft propriety, ftock your forefts with 
every fpccies of game. You may fend the 
huntfmen in with their dogs, to ftart the hare, 
the partridge, the pheafant, thie hart, or the 
wild boar. You may reprefent the young Lord 
of the diftri£t as the moft eager in the purluit, 
wandering, through the keennelsof a fportfman^ 
from his companions, bewildered, fatigued, and 
faint, arriving, by accident, at the habitation 
of a forefter, entertained by the good woman 
of the houfe, in a moft hofpitable manner, 
falling in love with her beautiful daughter ; wd 
you may either help him to feduce her> or 
oblige him> by the irreliftible charms of her 
perfon, and the invincible virtues of her mind, 
%o demand her of the aftonifhed parents in ho«* 
nourable marriage. 

If you are fond of the horrible, you may let 

jKiy number of wild beafts loofe in the foreft, 

and give them as much human blood to fuck 

2 as 
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as you chufe. If you are difpofed for highway* 
robbcriesj you may place a defperate banditti 
in' anibtifti, ready to dart upon unwary paf- 
fengers, adding flaughtcr to rapine, and drag- 
ging the fcrcaming or the fainting beauty to 
their inacceffible retreat. Arc you difpofed 
for the romantic ? You may build an enchanted 
caftle for fome enormous giant, in the thickef^ 
part of the foreft $ furround it with a mote 
and draw- bridge; trace many a footftep to the 
dread abode, but not one on the return. Or 
you may enable him to convey the devoted 
vidtim to inevitable deftruftion, without a trace; 
for in a thick wood you have an opportunity 
of making a labyrinth as intricate as you 
pleafe. But if there be a fpark of huma- 
nity in your boibm, you will raife up a valiant 
knight, poflefled of a counter charm, by 
which he fubdues the tyrant, and fets the cap*- 
tives free. 

If your tafte lies in miniature pieces, you may 
create a legion of Elves and Fairies, give them 
a dance upon the green fed, put them to bcd^ 
in a cowflip's bell, mount them on a bat's 
back, or give them an hazle-nut for their 
carriage^ 

Made 
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Made by the joiner fquirrel, or ol4 grab. 
Time out of mind the Fairies coach maken 
The waggon (pokes made of long fpiders' leg8» 
The cover of the wings of grafshoppers. 
The traces of the finallefl fpiders' web ; 
The colour of the moon-fhine's watry beam ; 
The whip of cricket-bone, the lafh of film. 
The waggoner a foiall grey-coated gnat, &c. 

Or you may command them to ftcal honey- 
ba^ from the humblebees : 

And for night-tapers crop their waxen thighs. 
And light them at the iiery glow-worm's eyes. 

Oh^ imagination ! what a charming play-- 
fellow art thou ! Pity that thy vifions ftiould ever 
difturb our quiet -, pity that thy dclufions fliould 
ever conduft us into fatal errors. 

While I was indulging the above reverie, 
our driver enquired if we would pay a ftiort 
vifit to Slangbacb^ which was lituated about a 
quarter of a mile within the foreftj and we 
readily accepted the propofition. 

Slangbach is alio a mineral ipring, fimilar 
to that we had left* Its fituation is very ro- 
mantic, but calculated to infpire melancholy. 
a ferpentine rivulet, fhaded with willows, 

meanders 
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meanders by the fide of a hill that is covered 
with the trees of the foreft. A few buildingSt 
crcded for the reception of guefts, conftitute 
the whole neighbourhood. As we approached 
the principal cdiBce, the attendants manifefted 
an excellent difpofition to be very civil. But 
this received a confiderable check, when they 
were acquainted that it was not our intention to 
ftep out of the carriage. The gloom of this 
retirement^ and the fight of a few invalids that 
were creeping about, with dejeftion in their 
countenances, would have made us change our 
pur pofe, had it been to feck for health from the 
falubrious ftream. 

This place is entirely confecrated to Hygiea. 
It has neither balls nor alTemblies $ and it is 
chiefly frequented by thofe who are obliged to 
ftudy economy, or who are not fond of the bufUe 
of a more crowded place. 

We returned by another path to the public 
road, pafTed through a fladchen, and feveral 
villages, whofe phyfiognomy, to adopt the lan- 
guage of Lavater^ was far from being, hand- 
fome : but the phyfiognomy of the inhabitants 
indicated contentment. 

This narrow defile began gradually to enlarge 
in each diredion, and at length opened into a 
fpacious amphitheatre, fkirted with towns and 

Voj,, II. H villages 
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villages, and terminated on the ibuthern horizdn 
with diftant and lofty mountains. The (lately 
manfion of the Prince of Beverick formed an 
objefirof perfpeftive, towards our left hand 2 
and at the diftance of four or five miles to-i- 
wards the rights ourmuch-bdoved Rhioe, or- 
namented with a tufted iQand, and preienting us 
with the venerable city o( Menfz, on its Ibuthern 
borders, feemed to have employed a temporary 
abfcncc, to render itfclf more beautiful to our 
fight. 

While we were enjoying the profpeft, a 
gentleman, in an elegant chaile, drawn by a 
pair of handfome horfes, was crofling the fields, 
at a fmall diftance before us. As the road 
was very dufty, we defired our driver to mend 
his pace, that we might not be incommoded 
with the carriage that was making towards us. 
At firft he did notfeem to attend to us. but, 
upon repeating the order, he took off his hat, 
and told us, *^ Why, Gentlemen^ it is the 
Princi of Beverick /" This was not a fatis- 
fadlory reaibn to my companion, who aflerted, 
that princes and pommoners were upon a level ; 
and as princes ,had raifed but too much duft 
in the world, to the nuifance of every body ; 
that* we ought alfo to have our turn, and lie 
bid the fellow drive on, in a more peremptory 
. . tone. 



THE RHIN£. < 9^ 

tone. The man looked am^zement^ and con- 
tinued obftinate; nor wouM he aflift us to 
maintain our equality with the Prince of Beve^ 
rick, by getting before him. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 



Mentz. 

WE paflcd by the country-feat of this Prince 
of Beverick, in our way to Mentz^ from which 
it is diftant about three miles. It has a mag* 
nificent appearance externally; and, together 
with all the appendages of its greatnefs, it 
enlivens and beautifies the fmall furrounding 
hamlet. We were told that the apartments 
and decorations within correfpond with this 
appearance* We were alfo informed, that the 
proprietor is much cftecmed for the fimple 
elegance of his manners, and bclievolonceof his 
charafter. 

As we approached the bridge, our paflage 
was intercepted by two toU-gates $ the one to 
collect the claims of the road, and the other 
thofe of the bridge. This circumftance affords 
me a fair opportunity, if I chofe to embrace it, 
of expreffing my indignation againil the fre- 
quency and exoi'bitancy of thefe taxes, and alfo 
the haughty manner of <;olle&ing them. Ref- 

pcfting 
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pefting the two firft artj^cles^ as I took no 
minutes^ I will not aim at accuracy, but I 
recdlledl' an obfervation we had frequent oc- 
cafion to make^ in our journey from Bonn to 
this placCj that the expences of toll-gates 
encreafed nearly in proportion, as the hire of 
horfes diminifhed in price. This impofition is 
the more inexcufable^ as the roads, where they 
are good, are eafUy kept in repair, by the 
materials that fall from the mountains; and 
where fuch an advantage is not enjoyed, they 
are fcarcely repaired at all. The truth is, the 
fums coUeded are not employed in any adequate 
proportion to the oftenlible purpofes, but fiir- 
nifli a confiderable reyenuc to the lordly mafters 
of the different diftrifts. The manner of 
coUediing thefe tolls is alfo very humiliating to 
the paflenger. Their lazinefles^ the toll-ga- 
therers, inftead of darting forth upon you, from 
an adjacent tenement, to open the gate, and 
receive your money, fit, with an indifferent 
compofure, at the window of their own habita« 
tion, and draw up the bar by means of a firing 
and a puUy, that communicates with the inner 
apartment ; and the coachman is obliged to 
dcfcend and depofit the compulfive offering in 
a box, fufpended by the fide^of the wall, or at 
the window. Thefe" two gates, adjacent to the 
Hj bridge 
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bridge conducing to Mentz, were at ibme 
diftance from each other ; aad we were com- 
pelkd to rely upon the mild and fcdatc difpo- 
fitions of our horfes for ikfety^ while our cha- 
rioteer ran from one gate to the other, to fatisfy. 
the demands of each coUefbor. 

The city of Mentz exhibits itfelf to great ad- 
vantage to a ipeftator, placed on this oppofitc 
fide of the Rhine. It extends itfelf along the 
borders of the river, as if confcious of the beauty 
andadvantageof the Rtumoru The venerable dome 
near the centre, furrounded with tcwers and fpires 
of inferior notes the town refidence of the Eleftor 
a|q)earing in fall view on the right hand, or in 
the northern (^iredionj and his country feat at 
no great diftance from the city on the lefr, give 
to the whole fomething of the regularity of ar- 
chite£turc* On the bade ground, diftant hills 
form a majeftic amphitheatre, affording due 
fpajcc for tillage, while they undertake to furnifh 
wines of the richcft flavour. 

I fliall leave other travellers to celebrate the 
bridge over which we puffed into the city, as 
it is more beautiful in their eyes than it was in 
ours, although the extenfive profpcds on all 
fides juftly render it a favourite evening walk* 
It is fgrm^d by an arrangement of fifty-fix 

boats. 



boats^ or lighters^ over which loofe planks are 
laid^ that all may yield to the rife and fall of the 
ftream. Two or three of thefe boats can be 
r drawn out at plcafurc, by means of ropes and 

pullies, to clear a paflage for the vcflcls that 
afcend or defcend the river. Minute obfervers 
tell us, t^at the bridge is feven hundred and 
fixty^fix paees^in length 5 and minute hiftorians, 
that the plan of the bridge was formed in the . 
year 1661, and executed under the regency of 
Jobn Philip of Shmhorn^ as a fubftitute to the 
^ one of wood, originally built in the year 811, 

by order of Charlemagne; and frequently re- 
paired in fucceeding ages, until the original was 
loft. 

Adjacent to the bridge are the mills, deftined 
to grind corn for the public. They are erefted 
upon a platform of wood, properly fecured 
againft the force of the current, and made to 
rife and fall with the water. In feafbns of 
fevere froft they are totally removed. Many 
cities on the Rhine have fimilar conveniencies. 

Mentz itfelf does not anfwer to the flattering 
ideas formed of it at a diftance. The ftreets 
are narrow and irregular, nor are they well 
paved. They are illuminated by rcverberatory 
lanpps. But by the diftance in which thefe arc 
placed from each other, too great a compliment 
H 4 is 
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is paid to their powers, and the eye is teazed 
by alternate profufion of light,^ and fudden ob- 
fcurity. The moft confiderable openings arc 
very confined I and its fquares are triangular, 
pentangular, femicircular, and 'almoft every 
Ihape but quadrangular. 

The number of inhabitants is connfputed to 
be thirty thoufand,' iricluding the garrifon, 
which anaounts to nearly five thoufand. Mentz 
enjoys a larger fhare of connmerce than moft 
of the cities bordering on the Rhine, but not 
fo much as might have been expefted from the 
advantages of its fituation. This is chiefly 
owing to the exorbitant impofts laid upon every 
article of commerce. Of the million eight 
, hundred thoufand florins of revenue collected 
in this Elcftorate, it is affirmed, that the tolls 
upon the river produce fix hundred thoufand, 
and impoft upon wines one hundred thoufand. 
Mentz is the principal refidence of the nobility, 
who are very numerous in the Elefliorate, and 
are faid to poflTcfs confiderable property. They 
arc alfo faid to diflTufe a fpirit of urbanity over 
the inhabitants in general, and to enliven the 
city by the frequency of winter amufements. 
The Univerfity of Mentz was cftabliftied by 
Prince Emeric Jofeph. The prefent Eleftor, 
Frederick Charles, of the Erthal family, has 

endowed 
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endowed it with the revenues arifing from fe- 
veraf Prebendaries, worth about one hundred 
thoufand florins per annum. This Prince is 
much refpedled, although from the above ftate- 
mcnt of his pecuniary affairs, you will fufpeft 
that his fubjefts are made to pay dear for his 
good qualities. 

Since our vifit to Mentz, a Philofophical 
Society has been erefted. I could procure the 
names of its members, but I hope that in due 
time they will make themfelves known. One 
volume of Effays, upon various fubjefts, is al- 
ready publilhed, and which manifefts, that if they 
do not excel, they are able to maintain their 
level with many other literary affociations. 
We look to Univerfities and Philofophical 
Societies for the progrefs oi 'profane knowledge, 
though, in my humble opinion, they arc better 
calculated to promote true religion, than mofl: 
of our theological feminaries, as they are ge- 
nerally conduftcd, where controverfial tadics 
* are chiefly taught, and men are drilled into the 
mere ^xercife of certain forms. Mentz yields 
to Coblentz in the number of churches, if we 
take into confideration the fuperior number of 
inhabitants. It has only ten collegiate, and 
feven parochial churches, five monafteries, and 
four nunneries^ each of which has, confequently, 

its 
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its chapdj which you will ackno^edge is 
moderate, compared with Coblentz, although 
an equal quantity of good might be produced 
with one- third of the number. 

Family quarrels arc generally the moft invete- 
rate* The nearer the difcordant parties arc 
in the bonds of natural alliance^ at the greater 
diftance are they thrown by the violence of 
hatred and animoHty. This may explain the 
reafon why the Holy Catholic Church tolerates 
the Jews^ but no one feft of heretical Chriftians. 
It is true, from tlie total extinction ■ of other 
fe£b, the town is ivtt from religious contro- 
verfy ; but its . tranquillity is ftagnation. It 
lias been remarked by fome one, I forget whom> 
that fcarcely any fubjefts is worth the trouble of 
difcuflion, excepting thofe which have met with' 
the greateft obftacles to diicuffion, religion 
and politics. Thefe are certainly the moft im- 
portant^ as they relate to our welfare in both 
worlds ; and their native dignity is manifeiled 
by the extetifive influence they have upon the 
human mind, when the free inveftigation of 
them is allowed. No fubjefts are fo well cal- 
culated ^to infpire the community at large with 
what is ufually termed good Sense, Where 
the free difcuffion of thefe is prohibited, a few 
fpeculative men may cultivate the various 

branches 
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branches of philofophy, andvinay acquire claf- 
fical knowledge ; but the ideas^pf the Peoj^m 
arc conirafted, their minds fervile^nd bigotted, 
and their converfation frivolous s urtlefs, indeed, 
they find means to cultivate their minds, and 
perhaps fave their fouls by ftealth. It fome- 
times happens that the intellcftual faculties work 
rapidly and efiedually, though in fecret, and 
that a treaiure of folid knowledge lies concealed 
under^an external conformity to public authority 
and eftablifhed creeds. But in religious affairs, 
men become hypocrites; and in politics, the 
yoke is rendered galling by their perceiving that 
it is 2, yoke. Extremes beget eiach other. From 
credulity they fink into infidelity; and from 
paflive obedience and non-rcfiftance they arc 
liable to burft forth into anarchy, when they 
feel their powers competent to refiftance. The 
philofophical fpirit that is already prevalent in 
this city, is doubtlefs preparatory for Ibmc 
momentous change at a future period : for in 
proportion as knowledge is diffiifed, the mind 
becomes rcftlcfs under that ftate of feryiiity which 
fits eafy upon the ignorant. If there be any 
truth in thefc remarks, gcnoine policy will con- 
fift in the mofl: liberal toleration of free difcuf- 
fion. The love of truth would then become 
a common caufe» One clafs of fentiments not 

being 
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being under the frown of ecclefiailic or ci^il 
authority, and another fupported by its fmiles, 
they would each be appreciated according to 
their ftcrling value. We Ihould exchange our 
love of notions for the love of truth, and become 
as impatient of error as we are now of contra- 
di^on. Will you objed, my friend, that 
univerfal fcepticifm would prevail ? I anfwer» 
that it mu^ prevail, where improved fenfe 
enables men to difcover the abfurdities of 
cftabliflicd principles, and the mind is im- 
peded in its ardent defires to find out better. 
I acknowledge alfo, that upon their firft li- 
beration, a thoufand crude conjectures and 
imperfedl notions would be propofed and 
adopted. But thefc would foon be rejeded for 
clearer and more confonant ideas, if they were 
communicated without rellraint. In renouncing 
ancient prejudices, on account 'of their manifeft 
abfurdity, fome degree of fcepticifm is natural, 
and perhaps unavoidable. To ufe a medical 
or furgical phrafe, it is a folution of continuity, 
previoufly requifite for a new organization. To 
ufe a Catholic phrafe, it is the purgatory 
through which the mind muft pafs to the en- 
joyment of true wifdom and knowledge. To 
ufe a chemical phrafe, it is the putrefaftivc 
fermentation attending the diflblution. of old 
^ftems, which will live in the generation of 

ex- 
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exhilarating truths. The partial view of things 
which a fettered mind muft take, will naturally 
lead to infidelity; give full fcope, and infi- 
delity will finally terminate in a creed confonant 
with the nature of God, and productive of the 
happinefs of man. 

. Since men have always fliewn a difpofition to 
perfecute, it has often been a fubjeft of fur- 
prize with me, that a perfecuting fpirit has 
iiever operated in a contrary direction ; and that 
pride and felf-importance have never manifefted 
themfelves by prompting the powerful to pcr- 
fecute the weak, who fhould dare to think as 
^bey do. Let him who imagines that he is in 
pofleifion of the truth, make a monopoly of the 
article, and claim an exclulive privilege of 
being always in the right. Let him rejcft that 
levelling fcheme of forcing others to think 
exaflly as he does, and nobly aflert the pre* 
Togative of thinking alone : for, as the matter 
now Hands, if others think with him, he muft 
of confequencc think with them ; and the only 
difference is, who entertained the opinion firft ? 
which is as frivolous as the conteil among 
children, who (hall fpeak laft. A momentous 
•advantage would attend my plan. If no two 
}>eople were permitted to think alike, the pro- 
bability would be encreafcd that fome happy 
mortal would chink right, whereas, according 

to 
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to the plan that has been purfued for centuries^ 
ic is ten thoufand to one but that we all think 
wrong. 

Our hoft at the Three Crowns, with whom 
my friend had Ibmc converfation upon the fub- 
jeA of toleration, faw no evil in the prohibition 
of Proteftants to eftablifli themfelves at Mentz, 
and thought the Government fufficicndy liberal 
in permitting ftrangers to take up a temporary 
refidence at their inns, widiout being obliged 
to give in their confeffion of faith, together with 
their names, upon their arrival. 

The town of Mentz poffeffes few fingularides 
to attradt the attention of the travcirer. I Ihall 
juft enumerate thofe which are generally reputed 
as fuch. 

The firft and moft conipicuous is the Dome, 
or Cathedral Church. It is a large Gothic pile, 
veneraUe for its great antiquity, and alfo for 
its' majeflic appearance, notwithftanding it is 
furcharged with minuter ornaments. The foun* 
dations of it were laid by Archbifhop Conrad 
in the twelfth century. Calculate, my good 
Sir, how many fucceflive generations it hai 
i>eheld darting into exiftence, bufied as if they 
were fo many immortals, feeking their fupreme 
good, and then finking into duft. Like all 

the . 
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the principal buildings^ it is of red done. This 
circumftance renders the city' both vifible and 
refpeftable at a great diftance* The ancient 
tower was of wood^ and much loftier^ but it 
was confumed by lightning, and a tower of 
ftone was fubftituted ih its place^ which, through 
a diftruft of the foundation, is huoibler than 
its predcceffor, by about eighty feet. Our 
guide inforaied us, that to prevent a fimilar acci- 
dent in the future, citterns of water were placed 
at a confiderable height in the prefent tower, 
which could, in a cafe of ncceffity, receive a 
conftant fupply from the river. This prctau- 
. tion appeared to us the lefs neceflary, now the 
building was no longer of fuch combuftible 
materials, and, alfo as one illuftration of that 
unlucky Greek tenfc, the Paulo Poji Futurum^ 
the pradical exercife of which does fo much 
mifchief in the world. 

We faw nothing in the Cathedral that merits 
dcfcription. There were, as ufual, fcveral 
monuments, and alfo, as ufual, ibme relids, 
and fome confecrated treafures; but with thefe 
I fhall not detain you. The moft extraordinary 
fight that attraded our notice, was an aflembly 
of the dignitaries of the church, At their public 
devotions in the choir. How becoming is 
devotion in all! but how peculiarly pleafing^is 

ic 
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it to contemplate the pious efFufionsof the mind, 
where gratitude alone infpires them; for the 
prefent pofleffions and future hopes of thefe 
worihippers muft almofl: render fupplication fu- 
perfluous ! Patience^ rcflgnationj and prayer^ 
are for the Poor and the Wretched! — As I 
dropped a hint of this kind^ in (he hearing of 
our guide^ he anfwered, with a farcaftic fmile, 
'^ Sir> their ftipends depend upon a punftual, 
attendance on public devotion> or you would not 
find thcip there, I can affure you." 

The venerable pile has a ftriking contrail in 
the Chapter-houfe belongmg to it. This is a 
modern building, crcdted at the joint cxpence 
of the prefent Dean, Count Vander Leyen, and 
the other Chapters. Order, elegance, and 
iplendour have been ftudied in every depait- 
ment. The facade of this manfion is orna- 
mented with fix Corinthian pillars fupporting a 
gallery. The wings confift of two buildings of 
inferior wcrkmanfhip, but dignified with a 
number of arcades. The veflibule is large, 
and well proportioned ; the flight of flairs is 
light and elegant ; the grand faloon is adorned 
with thirty -^fix pillars, that fupport^i ceiling and 
a dome, highly wrought. Between each pillar 
is either a genius fupporting a fplendid chan- 

delicfj 
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delier> or a fcttcc of coftly mahogany, highly 
gilt, and.lbftcned with embroidered cufliionsi 
The dining-room exhibits a ceiling painted by 
Zick, which rcprefents the felicity of the gods 
in the feven planets ; and the walls are covered 
with four mafterly paintings in pannels^ repre-» 
fenting Jupiter, puniihing Juno, the fall of 
Phaetonj the viftory over the Titans, and the 
general deluge; The cabinets, bed-chambers^ 
and inferior apartments are wainfcoted with 
mirrors, in the French ftile* 

Notwithftanding all thefe beauties, this palace 
and its decorations are juftly fubje£i: to fevere 
criticifm; The fituation of the building is (o 
miferably confined, that there is no point of 
view in which the architedhire can produce ita 
full efieft, and the expence be vindicated to 
the eye. Its fize does not correfpond to the 
grandeur of the plan* Majefty in nniniature is 
a contradidion. To attempt it indicates both 
pride and weaknefs ; it is the Goldi^neh of 
Canary bird emulating the foaring flight of an 
Eagle. — The ornaments are much too gafcudy. 
The profufion of gilding dazzles the eye, 
excites the childifh ftare of the fimple, and 
difgufts thofe who are not fo. In all the apart- 
ments of the central building, light is admitted 
from domes, or Iky-lights, in the form of 
Vol. IL I cupolas i 
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cupolas; and however this mode itiay fat^w 
an uniformity^ and a completion in the or-> 
namental parts, fuch advantages do hoc com«> 
penfate for the general gloom they occafion^ 
and by betraying the want of elevation^ and of 
a number of chambers correlpondent with die 
apparent fizc of the manfion> its poverty is 
difcovered in the midft of an impofing grandeur. 
The bed-chambers being thus furrounded with 
mirrors^ ludicrous ideas are eitciccd which were 
never intended* We' may argue^ if thk pro- 
fufion of refle(5ting-glafle» were placed there 
fyr no purpofe^ then are they totally ufelefs^ 
and what other purpofe can they anfwer in the 
bed-chamber of a venerable pelibate^ than thae 
he may contemplate a. vis^a-vis de lui mime^ 
in all dire&ioas every night he is undrelfing I 
It is faid that the favourite bed of the Regent 
Duke of Orleans^ had a looking-^kft for 
its teller. But as he »ver flept aiooe^ thr 
defign of this ingenious contrivance mtghc 
not refer to his own perfon. Perhaps it 
was fimply that beauty nnight oontemplace ma-* 
jeftyj and majefty contemplate beauty> a-fleep. 
To fimfh my criticilm^ you will conclude with 
me> that fuch ^m highly decorated palace is 
much too gay and mundane for the obje6): of 
the building, and the dignitaries that frequent 
it. A venerable fimplicity fo ftriking in itfclf, 

an4 



and fo peculiarly becoming the ecclefiaftic 
Order^ is totally wanting. The fubjefts of the 
paintings are illchofen. Heathen deities are 
not the mQ&, fuitable decorations of an ediBce 
deftined to concert plans for the maintenance 
of church difcipline, and the purity of the 
Chriftian faith } nor have Jupiter's quarrel 
Itith JunOi the fall of Phaeton, the vi6tory over 
the Titans^ and the univerfal deluge, much con- 
nexion with ;he SalU ^ manger. 

Many of the more ancient towns in Germany 
manifeft that their anceftors had a (trong pre-* 
dile£bioA for finery and fhew, without paying 
any attention to propriety in the fubjefts dif- 
^pkying it^ All the houfes at Cologne and at 
Mentz, that bear decided marks of their having 
been formerly of a fuperior clafs, are curioufly 
painted externally from top to bottom, with 
fantaftic figures, landfcapes, and Scripture hif-- 
tories, which have no relation to any one cir« 
cumftance relative to the building or its fitua- 
tion. It is obvious, that although the modern 
inhabitants of Mentz are making ftrong efforts 
to emerge from that Gothic tafte, yet fome of 
its dregs ftill adhere to them. Many other of 
their public buildings are ftill chargeable wirh 
the fault of a gaudy impropriety. I fhall only 
jnftance in die church formerly dedicated to 
I 2 Saint 
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Saint Ignatius^ and that belonged to the Jefuits^ 
before the abolition of that order^ but is now be* 
come parochial. This is juftly deemed themoft 
fplendid church in the city. The building 
itfelf is light and elegant; many of its paintings 
and ftatues are excellent. Above the grand 
altar is a folemn and ftriking reprefentation of 
the Angels proftrate before the throne of the 
Alaiighty, covering their faces with their wings, 
and crying out. Holy, holy, holy Tuord God. 

Almighty. The paintings of an elegant 

dome are arranged in fcveral compartments. 
In the one is reprefented the fliipwreck of Saint 
Paul, in another fome occurrences in the 
life of Ignatius, in a third Daniel among the 
lions. In moll of thefe is fome manifeft im« 
propriety, and in all a glare and ihowinefs that 
injures the majefty of their fubjefb. The mitre 
and crozier, for example, can have no concern 
in the fliipwreck of St. Paul, and ought to have 
no place in the lion's den, and yet they are there. 
You might miftake the den for the infide of a 
palace, if Daniel, the lions, and the door of ^ 
prifon, did not corre£b the miftake. The chaf- 
tity of a beautiful fculpture, repreienting our 
Saviour's defccnt from the Crofs is violated by 
a mixture of meritricious ornaments : the prin- 
cipal figures are of white marblci and executed 

with 
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with tafte ; but the crofs^ the ladder^ and the falh 
round our Saviour's loins, Ihine with burniihed 
gold ; and all the attendants indicate an union 
of exquifite workmanfliip^ with a toy of gilt 
gingerbread* 
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Ments. 

I OBSERVED in my laft letter, that tliQ 
town-rcfidencc of the Eledtor, fituated in the 
northern quarter of the city, was one of the 
objefts that gave ^ flattering appearance to 
Mentz, when viewed at a diftance. It is alfo 
one of the objefts recommended to the notice of 
^ ftranger. This fchlqfs, or caflile, is an EpiC- 
copal palace of great antiquity j and having 
been fqrmerly dedicated to St. Martin, ha^ 
acquired the name of Martinjburg^ The palace 
has nothing externally to recommend it, except- 
ing its amazing fize, which, in fpitc of every 
defeft, will always ftrike as an attribute of the 
grand. Several additions that have been made 
to the original building, at different periods, 
give it alfo a very irregular and motley appear- 
ance : hut fron^i nulla fides. The unpromifi|)§ 
externals render the vifitor more furprifed at 
the ipagniiiceiice within, This ^riciei^t Gothic 
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pile contains a great number of large^ welU 
proportioned, and elegant apartoients. It con* 
Cains a double iuite of rooms on each ftory^ not 
tefij if I miftake nor, than fixteen or eighteen 
in number. Thefe are all fumifiied in a fuit- 
able manner, and fomc of them in a grand 
ftile, partieularly the concert and the aiTembly 
room, which is elegantly gilt, and highly de« 
corated. Although the pnoprietor is not t 
.profefled colledor of paintings, yet no incon* 
fiderable number of thefir choiceft ornaments 
embellifli all the principal apartments. Thofe 
which pleafed us the moft, were feveral pic« 
turefque views of the Rhine, executed with 
accuracy and tafte. The name of the paintelr 
has efcaped my memory : fome heads, in 
various pofitions, by Mettenleiter ; many Fle« 
milh pieces, by different mafters i and fome 
pieces by Hoci^ who is patronifed by the 
Eledor. This painter fo^s himfelf upon the 
fiile of the Dutch and Flemifh fchools, and 
attempts to imiute the manner of Teniers and 
Pouw, but at preient he is greatly deficient in 
delicacy of pencil. There are alfo a few pieces 
by Wayning, who excelled in poultry. Al- 
though they are not unworthy of this great 
mafter, yet none of them appeared to me equal 
to a performance o( his in the pofleflion of 
I 4 Mr. 
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J^r, Gcbcr, whom I mentioned in a fornicr 
letter ^ it is a dead peacock fufpcnded by vth^ 
legs. The vivid oeWets of the tail, and glow-p 
ing variegated colours of the neck, furpafs 
every imitation of the kind I had ever beheld. 
The Eleftor's library confifts of two large 
rooms, which are plentifully furniflied with 
books in the various branches of fcience ; an4 
fomc of thefe make a fplcndid appearance by the 
elegance of their bindings. The very tran-? 
{lent view we took^ has not enabled ipe to be 
more particular. 

Without its appearing to be the prime obje£k 
to pleafe occalional vifitors, the efFed was much 
more powerfully produced upon us at Martinf^ 
burg, than at the Chapter-houfe, The human 
mind is fo capricious and unruly, that it will 
not be compelled to admire. In every cafe where 
it is the intention to excite an extraordinary 
emotion, if the defign be not in fome meafure 
concealed, the efFcft will not be produced. 

The arrangement, furniture, and decorations 
of thefe apartments being cprrefpondent with 
the rank and .fortune of their prin<^ipal, appear 
to themfclvcs grand, without its being the 
laboured defign of the proprietor to give them 
this charaftcr in the eye of every ipedator ; 
whereas the palace of th? Dean and Chaptef 

manifeftly 
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manifcftly courts admiration every ftep you 
take. The profpefts alfo from thofe rooms, 
which command the Rhine, are enchanting, 
and exhilerate the fpirits infinitely more than the 
molt finiflied elegance of art, confined in a fhow^ 
box. 

At no great diftance from the Eledorial 
Palace, is the favourite walk of the inhabitants 
of the city ; and^ ware I an inhabitant, I ihould 
alfo think that it merited the preference to every 
other. It extends along the Rhine, upwards 
of a mile and half in the northern diredion, 
and then proje^ weftwards, to a very confider- 
able extent. It is a terrace planted with fhady 
trees, and in fome places diverfified with lefler 
walks, amidft clufters of trees. On the left 
hand are the gardens of the richer inhabitants, 
and amongft thefe are occafionally public places 
of refort for repofc and refrefliment. On the 
right hand flows the Rhine, enlivened with the 
veflels of merchandize, ornamented with a 
tufted ifland, and furrounded with fertile hills, 
on which villages and hamlets are occafionally 
planted. 

Ma Favorite is the Elea:or*s country feat, at 
fome little diftance from the city, towards the 
fouth. By the name, it is natural to fuppofe 
that the Eledor Fransois de Shonborn, who 

gave 
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gave it that name, preferred it to Mon Repps, 
an £le£torial country feat in the neighbourhood 
of Treves. But ^xclufive of fituation, it does 
pot deferve this title of predile&ion. The 
garden is large, but without any plan that isu 
dicates tafte i and though it receives fome em^ 
i>ellifhment from a number of ftatues and vafes, 
yet they neither of them excel in defign or 
execution* Not lefs than eight detached build* 
ings conilitute the Ele^orial ieat. There is a 
pavilion deftined to cards and concerts. This 
is pleafantly (ituated in the midft of a grovo^ 
The principal refidence is accompanied by three 
pavilions on each fide, the one placed leveral 
paces before the other, and all confpiripg to 
rob the central manCon of a lovely profpeit, 
which conftitutes the diftinguifhing excellency 
of the ipot* By this aukward arrangement, 
every idea of unity is deftroyed. Thefe fepa- 
rate buildings feem fo perfe&Iy adapted to the 
accommodation of different companies, that 
an Engli(hman would be excufable in miftslo 
ing the place for fome public garden, inftead of 
the private retreat of an Eledorial Archbifhop, 
The moft pleafing fpot is the terrace, adjacent 
to the river, from the banks of which it is 
Separated by light palifades, •elegant enough to 
excufe them from being tipc with gold, a-la-mode 

de 



4le MaycBCCt This terrace commands a pror« 
ped chat has not many eqxjals in the beauteous 
ftile. I rpeak not of wild grandeun Nearly 
oppofice to the terrace, towards the fouth-eaft^ 
the eye beholds the Main^ pouring its fricjidly 
ma(s of waters into the Rhine; is delighte4 
with being able to penetrate to a confiderablf 
diftance through the divifions made in lofty 
moqntains, mantled with vines^ to form 4 
pafTage for each majeftic current 5 and with 
contemplating numerous veffels of merchgndizc^ 
that excite the welcome ideas of luxurious abun* 
dance 2^s they glide along the turf^e of each 
ftream. The mountains^ villages, and towns of 
flockbeim, Ccjibeim, Cajfel^ and Wtjbaien^ and 4 
part of the Rbingan^ diftri6):s renowned for the 
culture of the moft coftly grapes, form an cx-» 
tenfive femicircle, in which grandeur, elegance^ 
plenty, and rural tranquillity combine to form 
a whole : While in the direftion of Franckfort^ 
piountains clothed with extenfive forefts, tefmi^ 
nate the horizon, by mixing with the clQuds. 

Moft ftrangcrs pay a vifit to the curiofitiei 
of Baron Dunnewald, and they are courteoufly 
received. This gentleman is one of thofe re-? 
tired and fedentary perfons that know how tQ 
pmp]oy and a mufe an adtiye mind, within the 
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walls of their own habitation, without fecking 
thofe foreign aidsy fo neceflary to mod men of 
leifure. He is bufy in colledting a cabinet of 
natural hiftory, which iit already enriched with 
many curious fpecimens of the mineral king« 
dom. He has contrived a harpfiehord upon 
a new con(lru£tion, which imitates diflFerent 
kinds of initruoients. It has already coft him 
four thoufand Rix-doUars, (about a thoufand 
pounds, and he is flill attempting to render it 
more perfed. This gentleman has alio planned 
his garden fomewhat in the ftile of that formed 
by the late Mr. Tyers, at his country refidence 
in Surrey. It is divided into the Allegro and 
the Penferojo. Statues, bulls, infcriptions^ 
of the gay and facetious nature, adorn the one i 
the cotuge of an humble peafant, the repre* 
ientation of an hermitage, and a dark and fo« 
litary cave conflicute the other. In this cave 
the proprietor has endeavoured to carry the 
horrible to the utmoft extent. Mr. Tyers 
was^ fatisfied with giving lefTons of wifdom by 
infcriptions placed under a male and female 
(kull 5 the Baron has carried the idea fiarther. 
Upon entering the cave, the ftrangcr almoft 
unavoidably treads upon a fpring, and a decayed 
coffin immediately arifes out of the ground, 
exhibiting a fkeleton within, which points at 

the 
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the future abode of the living. On the walls 
of this cavern are . alfo infcribed warnings and 
leflbns of mortality^ fuiuble to the nature of the 
place. 

^^ Perhaps you will think that this mode of 
inftru£tion is extending the huaiiliating ideas 
of our future lot too for. It might with truth 
be urged in its juftification, that our prevailing 
cardefnefs and inattention to a period no on^ 
can cfcape, will vindicate the moft violent 
methods that are taken to aroufe the inattentive. 
But, as hath been obferved upon a former 
occafion, this fpecics of mechanic eloquence 
ought not to be too frequently employed j for 
although it may ftrike at firft, it renders the 
mind more infenfible than before, if repeated 
too often. Terror is of no ufe, but as it dif- 
pofes to ferious thoughts and rcfleftions. It is 
thefc which are to produce the falutary and 
lafting cffefts; and thofe forcibly inculcated by 
fuitable cmblenw, imagery, and a figurative 
energy of language, are more likely to have 
permanent influence than the view of terrific 
objcds. In proportion as a people advance in 
refinement of tafte and manners, the lefs in- 
fluence of amoral nature is to be expefted from 
thefe violent methods of inftruftion. If they 
rouze for a moment the more ignorant and un- 
cultivated 



cultivated mind, they fhock and difgtfft pet^ 
ions of real delkacy, who rejedt the moft fa^ 
lutary potion, conveyed by fo naufeoiM a mc-* 
dium^ I am fully perfuaded that many pious 
Chriftians of the prefent day would be as dif^ 
pleafed and as reftlefs to hear a preacher fre^ 

quently repeat the words h— II and d n^ 

as the reprobate^ moft confeious that they aref 
applicable to his own charadler: and thofe who 
would enjoy a penfive walk among the tombs^ 
and be benefited by the ferious thoughts they 
might fuggcft^ would be more difgufted than 
edified at the fight of a (keletony or by vifiting 
a charnel*houle. 

I muft acknowledge^ however, that few of us 
Jn thefe more northern parts of the concincnti 
are arrived to this degree of delicacy ! Wcf 
ftill feek moral improvement by fcenes of hor- 
ror* Not contented with a memento mori, as 
it is carved upon a grave-ftone, we feek a 
nearer alliance with it. A Dutch Lady of my 
acquaintance, conftantly wears a death's head 
and crofs-bones, carved in ivory, and fet in a 
gold ring, in remembrance of a once beautifiil 
young Lady, for whom fhe had the higheft 
cfteem/ J Ihould have preferred a former re- 
femblance of this fair one, and fhould have 

thought 
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thought it fuUy as inftruftive i but cbscun^ a 
fon l9Kt. 

In the above inftance^ the emblem^ orrathei* 

the reprefentadon of Deathj is in a quiet and 

inaftive ftate, as» indcedj I think it ought i 

but I could mention to you feveral inftancea 

in which Death himfclf> at full leogth^ makea 

fuch a buftle^ that he is by far the moft lively 

perfonage in company. This idea is particularly 

lealized in the celebrated Orsnge-JalU^ which 

oonftitutcs the grand apartntient of the country* 

feat belonging to the Prince of Orange, in the 

wood adJKrent to the Hague. This falle, which 

is much admired amongft us, is enriched and 

embrowned in every part with a profufion of 

paintings, like a twelfth- cake among you, with 

a profiifion of fweetmcacs. £ut in no le& than 

tkree of the compartments Death is reprefented 

by (keletons darting their arrows againft an hoft 

of opponents. If you can allow the bare bones 

of Ihoulder, arm, and hand to poITcfs the greaceft 

mufcular force, without having a fingle muf* 

cle, and that foot, leg, and thigh can be as 

firm and as active without that infinite number 

of delicate mufcles, or largemafs of the more 

energetic, as with them. Death muft certainly 

have every advantage. For, in the firft place^ 

lie 
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he h fo rttrcmcly meagre, that a fiiower ^/ 
arrows from every quarter might chance to mifsr 
him, or to pafs through the Iattice*work of his 
ribs, without touching any of the vital parts; 
They can neither cripple him by wounding a 
ligament, make him bleed to death by touching 
an artery, nor empoifbn the nervous fyftem by 
-themoft envenomed fliafts: and, fccondly. It 
is impollible to kill deaths without bringing 
him to life! In fliort, fo numerous and fo 
powerful are his agents and allies, that in every 
conteft of this nature, the painter ought to bring 
tjiefe forward to fight his batdes, and keep 
fo inbecile an emblem of the invincible tyrant 
out of fight. The moral would be xbm fame, 
and the abfurdity avoided, which, in my 
opinion, is as great as the pretenfions 
of fome magnetifers, whofe patients are. 
£ud to read diftin£tly through the cover of 
a book, in open defiance of all the laws of 
vifion. 

I hope that you will not exult too much if I tell 
you the infinite obligations which the inhabit- 
ants of Mentz confcfs themfelves to be under 
to a countryman of ours. It is aflerted that 
St. Boniface converted Germany to the Chriftian 
faith, and united it to the See of Rome; that 

3 ^ 
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\i^ taiight them the art of writing, tod weaned 
them from the love or horfe-flefti. His chief 
refidenc^ was at Mentz i and he is faid to havd 
founded the Archiepifcopate, about the eighth 
century. 

My German atithor> whom we occafionally 
confujced in our yifit to thefe more foutherri 
parts of out* touFj as our vade-mecum^ and mutter 
of faS many praifes, indifcriminatcly, tytrf 
plan, and every exertion of this ambitious and 
bigoted Prieft. His ejttending the Papal 
Jurifdiftion from north to fouth, and thus 
adding fplendour to the triple drown ; his 
introducing Synods in Germany, to reform and 
maintain ecclefiaftical difcipline -, his increafing 
the influence of Bilhops, in civil concerns, and 
his implicit obedience to the Sec of Rome, arc 
mentioned with an admiration, equal to that 
expreflcd at his having eftabliflicd feminarics 
of learning, and reformed the morals of 
the people. Boniface refided at Mentz, was 
i;s firft Archbifliop, and fo happily blended 
civil with archiepifcopal authority, that none 
of his fucceffors have manifefted the leaft incli- 
nation to feparate them. 

But if Boniface taught the Germans to read, 
and was fo peculiarly attentive to the inftruftion 
and improvement of the inhabitants of Mentz, 

Vol. II. K this 
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this city, in return, claims to itfclf the honour 
of diffufing knowledge over the Chriftian world, 
by the ineftimable invention of the art of 
printing. In confequence of this claim, great 
pains have been taken to perpetuate the faft. 
Upon the houfe, in which Guttenberg^ iiippofed 
by many to have been the inventor, for- 
merly redded, we find the following in« 
fcription : 

JOAVNI GUTTENBERCBNSI, 

Moguntino 

Qui primus omnium 

Liceras acre imprimendas invenit, 

Hac arte dc orbc toto bene merenti 

YVO WITTIGISIS 
Hoc faxum pro monumento pofuit, 
M,D,VIII. 

In the church of the Francifcans, the follow- 
ing is alfo infcribcd upon a tomb-ftone : 

DOM. S. 
JOANNI GENTFLEISCH, 

Artis Impreflbrlae Repertori, 

De omni Natione et Lingua optime merito. 

In nominis fui memoriam immortalem 

Adam Gelthus pofuit. 

In 
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In the library of the Bcnedidines are ex- 
hibited fome fpccimens of the earlieft printing j 
wherein the art is afcribed to Jean Fauftus. 
The library of the Jcfuits alfo ppffefles a bre- 
viary^ which contains the following paflage : 
Imprejfum MoguntU^ impenfis fe? <ypera bonefii 
fc? frovidi viri Joannis SchoefFeri, civis mo^ 
guniini,cujus avus primus artis tmprejfori^e fuii 
inventor y &? autor^ anno Jalutifera incamaticnis 
domini millefimo quingentejjimo none. The in- 
vention is further afcribed to the grandfather 
of John SchocfFer, in a licence granted to the 
latter by the Emperor Maximilian, in the year 
1518, to publifli an edition of Livy's works; 
which runs thus : Cum,Jicut doai t? moniti 
fumus fide dignorum tefiimonio, ingeniofum Chal^ 
cograpbise autoriy avo tuo^ inventum felicibus 
increments in univer/um orhem promanaverit^ 

This difference of names, and confufion of 
perfons, to whom the art is afcribed, are not 
eafy to be explained ; and although thefe public 
teftimonies indicate that the people of Mentz 
unite in the eager dcfire of fecuring the honour 
to their city ; yet, it is manifeft, that they can- 
not afccrtain, with precifion, who it was that 
conferred this honour upon them. Hence a 
fufpicion will naturally arife, that they are not 
K 2 fufficiently 
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fufEciently clear in the evidences, on which they 
found their pretenfions. 

. I need not inform you, that no lefs thaft 
three cities lay claim to this honour, Straz^ 
burg, MeniZy and Haerlem, in the province of 
Holland ; but that the conteft is principally 
between Mentz and Haerlcm. Since I have 
paid this ^ifit to Mentz, I have betn extremely 
deOrous to gain all the information I was able> 
concerning fo*very intercfting a fubjcft> and 
my occafional refidence in the neighbourhood 
of Haerlem has afforded me fome opporttwiities, 
although they were not to the extent I could 
wilh. If your curiofity be equal to my oWn, 
it will not be difagreeablc to you to communi- 
cate, in a fubfequent lettfcr or two, the refult 
of my enquiries. This may be the more accept- 
able, as what, has been publiihed on fhis fide 
of the water, is locked up from you, by jwjur 
being unacquainted with either the Dutch or 
the German languages ; and, I believe, that all 
which has been written upon the fubgeft on yoxxt 
fide of the water, is entombed in large folio 
volumes, or in publications chiefly confined to 
the libraries of a few literary men." Leaving 
the fubjed, therefore, to a future difcufTion, I 
ihall conclude the prefcnt letter with a concife 
account of a trip we took to fViJbadfn^ 

As 
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As- we had finifhed our enquiries and peram- 
bulations the two firil days after our arrival at 
Mentz, my companion and I agreed to hire a 
chaife, take a dinner at this place, and return 
in the evening. Wi/baden is a fmall city, upon 
an equality with moft of your market-towns j 
diilant from Mentz about nine or ten miles. It 
is a place much frequented, on account of its 
hot-wells, which are in high repute in this 
part of Germany. The different baths, of 
which there is a confiderable number, are 
fupplied from one common refervoir, in the 
middle of a ftreet, where the water is in a ftate 
of perpetual ebullition. It is fo extremely hot, 
that fuch invalids as hope for additional ad- 
vantages, from the union of its mineral virtues 
to heat and moifture, are obliged to let it cool 
for the fpace of twenty-four hours, before they 
can fuftain its warmth. Thofe who have lefs 
patience, or, like ourfclves, are merely acci- 
dental vifitors, may have the baths reduced in 
a very fhort time, to the due degree of tempe- 
rature, by the free admiflion of cold water, a^ 
every bath is f urnifhed with pipes, &c. 

The philofophic world found it difficult, in 

former times, to explain the phs&nomenon of 

naturally warm baths. Some have conjeftured 

that the waters were heated by means of fubter- 

K 3 raneous 
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raneous fires. But it is morally impoffible that 
a number of volcanic fires fbould exift in a con- 
cealed ftate, equal to the infinite number of hot 
fprings that are diffufed over different parts of th^ 
globe. The duration of thcfc warm currents, 
in the fanic degree of heat, ftrongly militates 
alfo againft the hypothefis. Modern chemifts 
fuppofe, with much greater probability, that 
Tberma are produced by the fame caufe, which, 
in other circumftinces, enkindles fubterraneous 
fires. It has been remarked, that they abound 
only where there is an immenfc and an inex- 
hauftible quantity of pyrites. Pyrites, you 
know, IS that ftony fubftance which contains 
an union of fulphur and iron. Sulphur is 
foppofcd to be a fimple primitive fubftance, by 
the difciples of Lavoijer; but that it is capable 
of being combined with oxygerte, or pure air, 
into vitriolic acid. The partizans of pblogiftou 
alledge, that fulphur is a compound of vitriolic 
acid and phlogifton, and that by the (eparatioii 
of the latter, the former cxifts and remains in a 
fluid ftate. Both parties, however, equally 
admit the faft, that the application of water to 
pyrites generates heat. It has been difcovered 
that an artificial mixture of fulphur and iron, 
in about equal quantities, with a fmall quantity 
of water, being expofed to open air, will burft 
2 into 
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into a flamcj andj when buried* under the 
furface of the earthy in a fufficient quantity^ 
and at a fufficient depths will occafion an earth- 
quake in miniature. Whenever there is a 
fuperabundance of water, or expofure to air is 
inipeded, ignition does not take place^ but the 
fluid becomes extremely hot : confequently, 
nothing more is re;quifite to form thefe warm 
fpringSy than that a large quantity of water 
ihould perpetually diftil through beds or ftrata of 
pyrites ; and we have ocular demonftration 
that both thefe fubftances do exift in all places 
where hot currents abound*. The waters at 
Wifbaden arc ftrongly iitipr^;nated with ful- 
phur: as this fubftance is rendered foluble in 
water, by its being blended with a fmall portion 
of any of the alkalies, which gives that difagree- 
able foetid (Inell. 

It is a fingularity at WiA)aden, very incon- 
venient for ftrangers, that none of the bathing- 
houfes accommodate the human Ipecies, al- 
though they give llabling to their horles, and 
Ihelter to their carriages. In coniequence of 
this cuftom, we were obliged to feek our dinners 
at a public ordinary, which, although it was 

• See this fabjedl illuftrated in V^Tatfon's Chemical Eilays, 
Vol. I. Eilk/ V. and in Bomare's Didtionary of Natural 
Hiftory, woid Pyrites. 

K 4 recommended 
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recommended to us as the moft refpcdable in 
the town^ had but a mean appearance; nor 
was there the abundance of coftly viands which 
were difplayed at every other place we had 
vifited. Some of the company, however, were 
genteel ; and we were fo foitunate as to fit 
near to a . German Baron, who manifefted at 
once his fupcriority and his generofity, by filling 
our glaflcs with fuper-excdlcnt Old Hock, which 
he religioufly brings with him from his own 
cellar, every time he frequents the ordinary. 
We alfo met with a Dutch Gentleman from 
Amfterdam, who was under a couifc of bathing 
for cramps, and other fpafmodic affeftions, and 
be thought with good efFeft. Being country-. 
men, we foon became acquainted. He an* 
fwercd, with much civility, every qucftion re- 
lative to the place ; conduced us to his own 
apartments, and walked with us in the gardens, 
which the Prince of Bevcrick, who has con- 
fiderable property at Wifbaden, had planned, 
and made public for the accommodation of the 
patients. It appears from the reprefentation of 
this gendeman, that invalids, who ftudy econo- 
my, would do well to prefer thefe baths to many 
others. You may engage at the bathing-houfes 
of the firft clafs for three guilders, about five 
(billings per weckj and at the fccond clafs for 

two 
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two guilders ; dine at the public table for little 
^ more than two guilders per week j apartments ' 
are proportionably cheap. You may be decently 
accommodated for two, three, four, five guilders 
per week, according to the ftile you affeft. 
J If I miftake not,, public gaming is not per- 

mitted i but there is an affcmbly twice a 
week. 

It is poffible that Wi(baden might have im- 
proved upon us, had time allowed us to form 
an intimacy j but, I muft confefs, that thefe firft 
I impreffions were not in its favour. We wfcrc 

I conjointly of opinion, that real illnefs alone - 

could induce any one to pafs his fummer in this 
place. The irregularity of the ftrcets, apparent 
j poverty of the inhabitants, and meannefs of 

I their dwellings ; the confined fituation, (the 

i town being furrounded with gloomy mountains 

f iii almoft every direftion) and the plainnefs of 

I all the accommodations we could notice, being, 

I at leaft, to fay the beft of them, niicjway between 

fimplicity and vulgarity, prevented any predi- 
leftion for this place of public refort. 
f Many years ago, I was at Buxton Wells, 

which is al(b a dreary fituation j and I recoUeft that 
I met with a copy of verfes, left by fome difcon- 
tented valetudinarian, which, if they did not 
do jviftjce to the place, ♦ fcem to have done 

jufticc 
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. juftice to the Author's feelings and fentiments 
concerning it. As thefe will belt expreis^ mu^ 
tails mutandis^ my ideas and fenfations concern* 
ing Wiibaden^ I fhall tranfcribe them. 

I. 

I pity fuch whom lofl repoie. 

And dire difeafe torment; 
But, moft of all, I pity thoifc 

Who to this place are fent. 

II. 

How great their pains^-thetr padence great. 

What ills they muft endure ! 
Who to thefe dreary wilds retreat. 

And hope from hence a cure \ 

III. 

Thefe gloomy wilds, and barren hills* 

AU rural joys refufe ; 
To bathe, drink, iaunter, take your pills. 

Are all that can amufe. 

IV. 

The waters' virtues will you vaunt ? 

Can they all pains releale ? 
True, they may eafe the ailing Aunt^ 

But how they pain her f^itct I 

V. 

What, if they drive obe evil out. 

They let another in ; 

Suppofe they cure the flying gout. 

They're furc to give the fplecn. 

With 
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VI. 

M^th joyful heart I bid adieu. 

And hobble to my chufe ; 
3ttxton, if nought can core but yoo 

ym cdppl'd all my days. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

V Mentz. 

The INVENTION of PRINTING. 

ALL the other peculiarities in the city of 
Mentz, which demand the attention of a ftrangcr, 
are much inferior in value to the honour the 
people claim of having invented the important art 
of Printing. Could they fupport the claim with 
incontrovertible" proofs, this place would merit 
the highcft tokens of refpeft that were ever 
(hewn by enthufiafm to local merit. But fcveral 
other places, particularly the city of Strazburg 
in Alface, and of Haerlcm in the province of 
Holland, difpute its exclufive title to the ho- 
nour j and they enforce their refpcftive claims by 
many potent arguments. 

There is a natural propenfity in the human 
mind to inveftigatefubjefts of this nature. We arc 
wifely formed with a difpofition to oppofe vigour 
to difficulties. We are eager to illuminate, if pof- 
fible, whatever is veiled in obfcurity. The dif- 
covcry of truth is always rendered grateful to us, 
tho' the importance of the truth may not immedi- 
ately appear. How frequently has theprefs itfelf 

laboured 
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laboured to clear up obfcurities nvhich attended 
infcriptions upon ancient monunients j-— to deteft 
errors comparatively trifling in ancient manu- 
fcripts i— to inveftigate Ac caufcs of oblblete cuf- 
toms i— to afcef taiii the birth *- place of diftin- 
guiflied cbaraftets ! But methinks lU) fubjeA of 
rt^te curiofity can be mofe attfaftive thail the in- 
vieftigarion df the birth-place of ah 4rt, which id 
trhe bcft guardian of every other ;— which is of 
fuch infinite irtiportance to the diffufion of every 
Ifpecies of nfcful knowledge^— and which pro- 
mifes the univerfal improvement of the human 
race ! 

This fufcjeft has been much more firqucntly 
and copioufly treated upon the Continent, than in 
Britain. As yoli lay not any clairti to the difco- 
very, you are not animated by the zeal of a party 
interefted to fupporta caufc j and inftead of taking 
the lead in this conteftj you leav^ others to 
debate, and patiently wait the iffue. I do 
ftot recolleA any treatife circulated amongft you, 
profefledly upon this lubjeft. I know that fome 
effays in the 13d and 25th vols, of the Philofo- 
phical Tr*anfaftions, and that SirJamesBurrows, in 
the 4th volume of his Reports, vindicated the 
caufe oiHatrlem, and of Laurence Cojter ; but I 
think that the prevalent opinion is in favour of 
Mtntz^ aitd John Faufius ; and if I miftake not, 

Doftor 
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Dodor Middleton was the grand champion of this 
party, and he has influenced the general opinion 
among you. 

The Dutch and Germans being more immedi- 
ately interefted in the iflue of this debate, have 
inundated the fubjeft, by a torrent of publica- I 

tions. Cbriftian Jeiz in his Treatife on the 
origin of this Invention^ enumerates upwards of 
forty i and Mecrman in his Origines^Typographia, 
upwards oifixty authors, who have written upon 
the fubjeft in the fpace of a century. But 
alas ! there is fuch a contrariety of opinion, and 
oppofltions of evidence amongft them, that 
inftead of throwing light upon an obfau-e I 

queftion, many of them have involved it in 
ftill greater obfcurity. All of them have 
written at a period too diftant from the difco^ 
very to be able to give us information in conic- 
quence of their own peribnal knowledge. The 
queftion was not agitated until about a century 
after the invention. The enquirers were chiefly 
furnilhed with traditionary evidence ; and this, 
in many inftances, has been fo contradictory, 
that it has enlarged the labyrinth, inftead of 
furniihing a clue ! More of thefe authors have 
alfo been adtuated by afpirit of party, which in 
fome cales renders their authorities fufpicious^ 
and in others their arguments fallacious. Again, 

fome 
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fcmc of the moft recent ones merely report the 
arguments ufed by their predeceffors, according 
to the party they have adopted. But as matter 
of fa£t can not be afcertained by a mere ma- 
jority of voices, their numbers add but little 
weight to the caufe they have refpeftively 
efpoufed. 

It may fecm furpriCng that doubts could ever 
have been entertained concerning (6 extraordi- 
nary an event, as the introduftion of Printing ! 
Jtmay be afked, why did not the prefs itfelf 
enftamp fome indubitable teftimonies concern- 
ing time, place, and peribn, immediately after 
it was brought into exiftence ; and that whilft 
it perpetuates myriads of events of inferior 
importance, it fhould have been forgetful of 
what fo intimately concerns itfelf? Why did 
not printers and publifhers make it their firft 
care to tranfmit the defirable information to 
pofterity ; were it merely by prefixing titles, 
names, and dates, to their publications, as Is 
the univerfal cuftom at prefent i 

I might obfcrve, that many cuftoms which 
appear perfeftly fimple and natural, when in 
general practice, were introduced by degrees^ 
and made their way through various ftages of 
progreffive improvement. The firft inftance of 
fpccifying cither the author or the date, doci 

not 
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not occur until the year I425> and froirt ^ 
ipccimen which I fliall produce in a fubfequent 
letter, you will clearly perceive that the method 
was extremely formal and uncouth. But the 
principal reafon of this negledl is> that for 
Ibme years after the invention, Printing was 
ufed as much for a counterfeit y as 2l Juifiitute 
for manufcripts. The works that firft IfTued 
from the prcfs, were fold as manufcripts, and 
at the enormous price ufually given for manu- 
fcripts; The particular nnode of writing of 
the more celebrated Scribes, was imitated as 
clofely as poflible, in the formation of the 
types. Spaces were left for capital letters, 
which in early days were fo highly ornamented 
and fo fpkndidly illuminated, that there was 
.not a letter in the alphabet, that did not in 
its turn, find itfelf furroundcd by a group of 
flefh coloured cherubs, or that was not ufliercd 
into die world by an angel, founding a golden 
trumpet over its head ! Thefe ornaments were 
ftill executed by the hands. The numerous 
abreviations alfo, which a defire of expedition, 
and the tedioufncfs of tranfcribing had intro- 
duced, were fcrupuloufly retained. In a word, 
every caution was ufed not to betray the myf- 
tery of Printing : and this fufEciently explains 
the reafon of their avoiding a practice by which 
3 ^ 
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tte ifnyftcry would have bcca immediately dif. 
covered. Nor does it appear that any pains 
i^cre taken to improve the art t6 fuch a degree 
that it fhould exceed manufcripts> as long as 
concealment was their obje£):» 

Another circumftance of a very peculiar 
nature has been the occafion of much embar- ' 
rafsment. Some of the moft eager cliampiona 
for both place and perlbn^ have written for 
the fpace of half a century^ without properly 
underftanding the iiibjtft they were writing 
about* Who could have imagined that volumes 
(bould have been Written concerning this inven- 
tion, without any fpecific argument in what the 
invention confided i Every man not interefted 
in the controverfy^ and that can reft fatisfied 
with the effe£bs produced without enquiring into 
the different modes, will entertain a clear idea 
of what is meant by the invention of Printing* 
He will confider thofe books as printed which 
are made by virtue of an imprejian and not by 
the pen. — He will define the invention to be 
the difcovery of an inftrument by which copies 
of books may be multiplied ad libitum 
with expedition, and without the neceflity 
of repeatedly tranfcribing ; by which not finn- 
ply letters and words, but fcntences and pages 
may be taken off at a fingle ftroke in legible 

Vol. II. L charadlcrs. 
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charaftcrs, inftcad of each letter being fcpa- 
ratcly traced with the pen j and he will be to- 
tally indifferent whether the end be accom- 
plifhed by fixed or moveable types ; whether 
thefe types were cut in wood or tin or brafs, 
or whether they were caft in a mould and made 
of a compound metal. His objedt will not be 
the mode but the effisa. The hiftory of Prinring 
informs us, that the art paffed through thefi: 
fcveral ftages of improvement. It informs ib 
alio, that each fpecific hnpravement has been 
crowned with the honour due only to the pri- 
mary invention. — Thus when evidences have 
been produced in favour of particular perfons, 
as the authors of the invention, further inr 
▼eftigation has demonftrated, that they were 
mtxcXy fecofidary znd not ^rm^^ry * artifts ; that 
they improved, but did not invent the art of 
Printing. 

Some authors have been ftrenuous advocates 
for particular places and perfons, through a 
total ignorance of thefe different improvements. 
For example, as the queftion was agitated after 
Printing had univerlally acquired the name of 
Calcograpby, and the other more generic terms, 
luch as Inventio artificivfa imprimendi, and ca^ 
raSierizandi became obfolete, it was very natu- 
ral for the paxiizans of MentZy where types of 

caft 
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caft metal were firft ufcd, to confidcr the inven- 
tion of thcfe types as fynonimous with the inven- 
tion of the art itfclf j and to Ibppofc thgit by 
vindicating the prior claims of Mentz to 
Calcograflrf^ they had effeftually excluded 
every coin|>etitor. But others feem to have been 
aftuated by xht fpirit of party. Thus Nicolas 
Siranius, theological profcflbr at Mentz, allows 
it to be probable that a Dutchman firft cut let- 
ters in Wood, about the year 1440 i but he con- 
fidetsthis as having no relation to thedifcovery 
of Printing j and Foumiere maintains that cafi 
types alone are entitled to this honour. It was 
not until a knowledge of the Printing art be- 
came general, and its extreme utility was unlvcr- 
fally experienced, that any enquiry was made 
into the origin of the invention. But thefe en- 
quirers had to grope their way through a kind 
o^feculum ohjcurum. before this happy inveiji- 
tion, it was peculiarly difficult to obtain an accu- 
rate knowledge of any particular faft of a mere 
private or domeftic nature. To be able to read 
and write, were the envied accomplifhments 
of a few. The mafs of the people were totally ig- 
norant of thefe arts, and were obliged to depend 
entirely upon oral teftimony and oral traditions. It 
is acknowledged that they enjoyed one confi- 
derable advantage from this defeft; they were 
L 2 nccef. 
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neceflitated to exercife their memories more t1^ 
we who can immediately commit every thing ta 
paper, and this habitual exercife rendered their 
memories in general much more tenacious than 
ours. I met with many (biking mftances of 
this faftj whilft I refided amon^^ the illiterate 
peafants in the province of Utrechu The 
evidence of fuch perfons therefore, although it 
may not be equally valid with littera Jcripa^ 
yet it is entided to more credit than modern 
hear-Jay : But the misfortune is, that the mofi: 
retentive memory, united with the ftriAeft fide- 
lity, will not at all times extricate us from em- 
barraflhnents. Notwithftanding die precautionar 
vfed, the art could not be entirely concealed, 
or confined to one place : In the courfeof afew^ 
years from the firft difcovery of Printing, prefles 
were eftabliflied in difierent parts of Europe^ 
and at a period when inter-communication be-^ 
tween different countries was feldom and diffi- 
cult, each printer and each city could claim the 
honour of the invention, without any danger of 
immediate detcftion. Hence it was that la 
procefs of time partizans arofe in favour of 
Haerlm and Laurence Cofier^ of Mentz and J^ . 
Cuttenherg and others, oiStrazhurg and Gut- 
tenberg, and Mentilius, of Fenice and Nicola^ 
Junfm. The difcovery of every new improvc- 
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ment, would al(bfjx>in fimilar caules, be con> 
founded with the original difcovery, and the ho- 
nour of the whole be afcribcd to the Jecondary 

artift. 

The above fummary offa£ts, will fufficicntly 
tnanifeft to you the extraordinary difficulties that 
have attended the inveftigsttioriof this interefting 
fubjeft, and will explain the caufcs of that ex- 
treme contrariety of opinions, in thofc whom 
we may fuppofc equally felicitous of invdK- 
gating the truth : fo that about two centuries 
and an half have elapfed in invcftigations, rela- 
tive to both place and perfon. 

This contrariety has been fo great, that there 
is only one point, in which the,different parti- 
zans are uniformly agreed, viz. that the art of 
Printing could not have been invented earlier 
than about the jrear 14*2, or later dian the year 
1442. The united tcftimonies of feveral writers 
who flouriflicd about the middle of the fifteenth 
century, or beginning of the fixtcenth, demon- 
ftrate this. Attempts have been made to deceive, 
by antedating fome woiks, but their contents 
have always furnilhed an internal evidence of the 
impofture. Thus Enjcheii the celebrated pain- 
ter of Haerlem, was in pofftffion of a journal 
which announces itfelf to have been publiOied 
ViFrankfort in the year 1146, but the fubjca: 

La 
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of which it treats, plainly indicates that it muft; 
have been much poftcrior to the year 1440. 

Of the fevcral claimants the conteft has prin- 
cipally fallen between Haerlem, Mentz and 
Strazburg. Thofe who fupport the claims of 
Haerlem, are unanimous in afcribing the inven- 
tion f:o Laurence Cojier. The partizans of Mentz 
arc devided between John FauftuSy John Gutten'* 
^^gy 7^*« Geinsfleijchy and Pieter Scboeffer 5 and 
of the partizans for 4y/r^2^«rf fome attribute the 
honour to }. Guttenburg and others to Menti- 
lius. The advocates of Nicolas Johnfen, or 
Janfen of Venice, have loft their caufe in con- 
fequence of the difcpvery of feveral books that 
were printed before the year 1461, at which pe*. 
riod it is univerfally acknowledged thw the ear* 
lieft work of Johnfen was dated. J. Chriftian 
Seigy in his third Jubilee of the Invention of 
Prititing, has compreffcd the arguments and illu- 
cidations given by many of thofe numerous 
authors^ who have written upon the fubjeft, into 
the fpacc of about a6o oftavo pages. Although 
he is a Franconian by birth, he is a very ftrenu-;- 
ous advocate for Laurence Ccjler. His arrange- 
ment is clear and confpicuous, but he 
mixes with 'his arguments much indignant 
triumph over every opponent. The learned 
and indefatigable Mcerman^y although a native 

of 
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of Holland, is much more civil and impartial* 
His objeft has been to give the fubjeft a tho- 
rough inveftigation, to eftablifli every propofi- 
tion advanced, by quotations from numerous 
authors, and by the infertion of authentic docu- 
ments. In confequence of his deeper refearches, 
his work abounds with much more copious in- 
formation than that of his predeceflbr ; but I 
cannot think that his arrangement is fo judicious 
as that of Seig. It is owing to this defed, that 
he is obliged perpetually to anticipate and re- 
peat i that his arguments are frequently inter- 
fedted and interrupted by innumerable references 
and quotations, which have a more remote re- 
lation to his principal fubjeft ; and that the im- 
menfe quantity of materials he has colleAed, has 
rendered his work tedious and confufed. His 
treatife is written in the Latin language, and is 
extended to iwo volumes quarto : It is much 
better calculated to give information to the 
learned upon any dubious point, either of evi- 
dence or chronology, than to lay before the 
more curfory reader a general view of the ar- 
gument. 

I mention thefe particulars, my dear Sir, to 

convince you that a full inveftigation of the 

queftion is not to be expeded in the fpace of two 

or three letters. My fole objeft (hall be to give 

L 4 you 
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you a general view of the principal arguments^ 
ufed by the different partizans^ to indicate the 
manner in which various difficulties areremovedj 
apparent contradidions reconciled^ and the me<^ 
rits of the different claimants duly appre* 
ciat€;d. For teftimonies and documents in leflcr 
articles^ and for a more minute and circumftan- 
tial account than I intend to give you, I mud 
refer you to the two authors mentioned above. 
If I have excited more curiofity than I have 
gratifiedj you fee I am fo charitable as to point 
out the fources where you may drink much 
deeper of the fubjed. 
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Mentz« 
THE INFENTION OF PRINTING. 

THE firft and principal queftion is, who 
invented the art of printing ? or the art by which 
the wo^-ks of an author can be multiplied, and 
copies taken by means of an imprejjion^ inftead 
of their being repeatedly tranfcribed. The 
particular manner how this impreflion was made, 
or the imperfeftion of the firft attempts do not 
immediately enter into confideration. The dif- 
covery of more perfeft methods belongs to the 
improvementSi and not to the firft invention^ 
This enquiry is intimately connefted with the 
time and place, when and where the difcoveiy 
was made« 

The fecond queftion is, by whom, at what 
period, and in what place, the moft effen- 
tial improvements were made, by virtue of 
which printing became, more elegant, more 
cxpeditiovs, and lefs expenfive ? 

It has already been hinted, that inattention to 
theft ncceflary diftinftions has been the caufe 

of 
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of much cmbarraffmcnt, fo that to three dif- 
ferent places, and to a larger number of per- 
fons, the honour of the firft invention, has been 
equally afcribed. 

To pay due attention to the order of my 
travels, the advocates for Mentz, fliall obtain 
the firft hearing in this caufe, as it was in con- 
fequence of my vifit to their city, and of the 
evidences which prefented themfclves in their 
favour, that the fubjeft was firft. fuggefted to 
my mind. 

In a preceding letter, I mentioned to youf 
feveral monumental and other infcriptions which 
agree in afcribing the honour of the invention 
to the city of Mentz, although they difier very 
cflentially concerning the author of the inven- 
tion. Thefe evidences are however of confi- 
derable weight, as far as they refpedt the place. 
It is manifeft from the date of the infcription on 
the ftone before the houfe inhabited by Gut- 
tenberg, that Wittigefis made this honourable 
record, in 1508; which is fo proximate to the 
:5era in which it is aflerted, that a printing prefs 
was eftblilhed at Mentz, that we may fuppofe 
Wittigefis to have been perfonally acquainted 
widi Guttenberg, and to have received the ac- 
count from himfelf. The infcription by Geltbus 
is without date, yet it is fuppofed to have been 
2 prior 
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prior to the formerj and although it is an au- 
thority equally refpeftablc in favour of Geinf^ 
fleyche^yct it unites in attributing the honour 
to the town of Mentz. Nor can we fuppofe 
the aflertion infcribed in the breviary, de- 
pofited in the library of the Francifcans, or the 
claims of J. SchoefFcr, to the exclufive privilege 
of printing the edition of L-ivy, to have been 
entirely aflumed, and without any foundation. 
To the above proofs in favour of Mentz, may 
be added, feveral others of a fimilar nature. 
In the fixth book of the Decretals printed ih 
the year 1465, and publilhed by John Fufi 
and Peter Scboeffer^ the honour of the invention 
is afcribed to Mentz j although it is not imme- 
diately affumcd by thcmfclvcs. An infcription 
of the fame nature is alfo prefixed to an edition 
of the Catbolicofiy publifhed in the year 1460. 
Some Latin verfes compofed by Peter Scboeffer^ 
and placed at the end of an edition of Juftini- 
an's Inftitutes, publifhed by Schoefier in 1468^ 
aflcrt that the art was difcovered in the City of 
Mentz. Speaking of J. Geinsfleifch and 
John Guttenberg, he fays, 

** ^os genuit amhos urhs Moguntina Johannes^ 
*' Librorum inftgnes protbocaragtnaticos.^' 

In the preface to another edition of the fame 
work is the following paflage : — ^In nobili urbe 

Moguntia 
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Moguntiie Rhenij ioipceflbrias arris invcntricc 
elimatricc prima, prefens inftiturionum opus 
prsclarum Petrus Shoeficr de Gernfheim^ (bis 
confignando feuds, omnipotence favente dco, 
felicicer confummavit." The moft material cir- 
cumftances concerning the invention are coU 
leftcd in the annals of Jo.Trithemius, who aflcris 
that he received them from the mouth of Peter 
SchoefFer himfelf. Trithemius pubKfhed his 
annals in the year 1514. It is moft probable 
that he received the account about thirty years 
before. In his hiftory of the year 1450, Tri- 
themius writes '' about this time that wonderful 
and almoft incredible art of printing, and 
thara£lerizing booh was thought of and invented 
vx Mentz^ and not in Italy as fome have faKely 
written, by John Guttenberg, a Citizen of 
Mentz J who having expended almoft all his 
fubftance in the invention of this art, and 
ftrnggling with great difficulties, both refpeft- 
ing his circumftances, and the impediments 
which arofe, was upon the brink of relinquilh- 
ing the attempt, but he compleated the under- 
taking through the advice and pecuniary affift- 
ance of John Fuft, alfo a Citizen of Mentz. 
They firft printed a vocabulary, called the 
Catbolicon, with the cbaraSers of Letters 
xarvid in wooden tablets in a /erics and comfojed 
3 m 
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in forms'^-^o not you think this the proper 
tranflation of imprimis igitur cbaraSieribus lit^ 
terarum in tabulis ligneis, per ordinem Jcriptis^ 
formisque compofttis? —"'But as thefe could not 
fervc for any other purpofe fince the charadlers 
were not moveable from the tablets, but carved^ 
they afterwards contrived better methods, and 
invented a manner of cafting of the forms of all 
the letters in the latin alphabet, which they 
called matrices, from which they again caft brafi 
and iron charadlers capable of fuftaining any 
preffurc, which they firft cut with the hand. 
Trudy, this art had great difficulties to fur- 
mount, from the firft invention, as I was informed 
about thirty years ago Jby Peter Opilio— (that 
is Schoeffer, or Shepherd) a Citizen of Mentz, 
who was the fon-in-law of the firft inventor. 
They had expended not Icfs than four thoufand 
.florins before they had compleated three fourth* 
of the bible. Peter SchoefFer, who was firft the 
fervant, and afterwards the fon-in-law of John 
Fuft, difcovered an eafier method of cafting the 
types> and completed the art as it now remains, 
Thefe three kept the printing art a fecret for 
fomc time, until it was divulged by the fervants, 
without whofe aid the work could not be carried 
on. It was firft made known at Strafburgh, 
and gradually fpread into .other countries. Thef? 

three 
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three inventors of the art, viz. Guttcnberg, Fuft, 
and Schoeffer lived at Mencz, in the houCe 
Zum Jungen, which is to this day, " called the 
printing office." 

The evidence of Ulricas Zell, who had 
worked at the printing office at Mentz, and af- 
terwards ercfted one at Cologne, where he print- 
ed with a very elegant type, according to the 
fpecimen given by Meerman, is lb perfectly 
fimilar to the above in the moft material cir- 
cumftanccs that I (hall not give the paflTage at 
large, as it (lands inferted in the Annals of 
Cologne, publifhed in the year 1499. I (hall 
only obferve, that in the year 1440, according 
to him was the firft difcovery made, and that 
it was brought to perfeAion in 1450. 

The teftlmonies of feveral French and Italian 
authors, concur to prove, that the difcovery was 
made in Germany, but as fome do not mention 
the city, Stralburgh has an equal right with 
Mentz to avail itfelf of their evidence. Some 
are advocates for Strafburg, while others give 
the palm to Mentz, In jufticc to the caufc of 
Mentz, I muft, however, acquaint you, that the 
great Erafmus, feema to have decided in its fa- 
vour. In his preface to an edition of Livy, 
printed at Mentz in 15 19, he obferves that if 
Ptolemy Philadclphus acquired to himfelf im- 
mortal 
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mortal honour by coUefting the Alexandrian 
Library, how much greater is the oicrit of thofe 
to multiply books in every language j and then 
he adds, ** A principal portion of this honour 
*^ is due to the difcovercrs of this almoft divine 
** art. The chief of thefe, and whofe meaK>ry 
<^ ought to be celebrated to the moft diftant 
" ages, is reported to have been John 
" Fauft, the grandfather of him to whom we 
^ are indebted for the prefcntLivy, publifhcd in 
^^ two vols, and corrected in innumerable places 
.^^ from the mofl: ancient code. This honour, in 
," part belongs to John Schocfier, as it were 
•* by hereditary right, and partly to the City 
*' of Mcntz^" 

You perceive that the principal authori- 
ties place the difcovery between the years 
1440 and 1450. As that great and ailonifhing 
undertaking to print the bible, was completed 
in the year 1450^ and as k was printed in a 
fuperior manner, fome years muft be allowed for 
preparation and execution. It is alfo well 
known, that the Grammaticus Donati, and the 
Alexandri and Hi^iani Tradtatus, were publiffa* 
ed with a very imperfedt letter about 1441 
and 1442. 

Thus it appears, my good Sir, an incontro- 
vertible fadt, that printing was exercifed at Mentz, 
at an early period, and that it was pradifed by 

fcveral 



i66 THE A H I K t« 

fcveral petfons, to one or other of whom thtd 
invention has been afcribed* It is alfo obrious 
that while the Citizens of Mentz are ambitious 
of monopolizing the honour^ refpeding the 
flace^ they are by no means agreed^ through 
whofe medium, and by whofe ingenuicyj it was 
. that they obtained this honour* 

We will now take a view of the arguments in 
favour of Strajburg. The advocates for this 
City, are not unanin[K>us either refpeding the 
perfbn, or the precife time of the difcovery. 
Their fentiments are divided between Mmtiliuij, 
and J. Guttenberg* 

The advocates for J. Mentilius adduce the 
Title of Nobility, which was conferred upoa 
him, by the Emperor Frederic the thirds in 
which he is mentioned as the firil Inventor of 
typography. This evidence was carefully pre-* 
ferved by his. grand-daughter, and communi<^ 
cated to the world by J. Schottus, in an edition 
of the Ptolemaic Geogra^^y, publifhed at 
Strafburg, 1520. Scott had married the grand*^ 
daughter of Mentilius. Richard Bartoline alfo 
who publifhed in 1531, attributes the invention 
to the fame perfon, and he fixes the year to be 
1 441. Jeremiah Gebwiler, who was born ia 
the year 1473^ afTerts that the invention was 

firft 
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fifft made by Mentilj and after imitated by 
Fauftus. 

Jacob Wimphelingius, whofe epitome of the 
German biitory was publiOied in 1501, at 
Strafburg, in a dedication to the magiftrates, 
. fays, " Your City excels in being the firft in 
" which the printing art was difcovered, although 
** it was completed at Mcntz j" and in another 
edition of the fame epitome publifhed 1505, 
he is more explicit. " In the year 1440, under 
*^ the reign of Frederic III. a great and almoft 
•* divine benefit was conferred upon the whole 
*^ world by J. Guttenberg of Strafburg, who 
*' difcovered a new method of writing. He at 
" firft invented the art of printing in the City 
*' of Strafburg, which he afterwards brought to 
<* pcrfeftion in the City of Mentz. Jo. Mantel 
** afterwards became rich by printing many 
^^ volu.nes in a more correA and elegant 
** manner." 

Several other evidences of a fimilar nature 
might be brought, but the following h&, will 
render them unnecelTary, and feems to give a 
decided fuperiority not only to the City of 
Stra&urgover Mentz, but to J. Guttenberg over 
every other competitor* 

The indefatigable Meerman, who deferves the 
higheft praife for the extent of his enquiries. 

Vol. II. M and 
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and the accuracy he difcovers in every part of 
his treatife^ although he has given me infinite 
trouble^ through the confuQon both of bis plan 
and execution^— -has been able to produce au« 
thentic documents of a legal procefs^ as they 
were regiftered in the archives of Strafburg. 
This procefs took place in the year 1438, and 
in confequence of it the following interefting 
particulars have been brought to light. It ap- 
pears that J. Guttenberg was a native of Straf- 
burg J that he was a diftinguiflied artift, which 
was peculiarly honourable at an age when every 
art was revered as a myftery. He had engaged 
to inllruft one Andrew Drizebntus — ^which 
namcj by the way> notwithftanding its pompous 
I^tin termination^ is fimpjy High Dutch for tbir^ 
teerH^xii the art of polifhing (tones : Sometime 
after he engaged with one John Riff in the art 
of making Mirrours, or Looking Glafles^ as 
practiced at Aix la Chapelle^ and al(b in fomc 
other arts^ into which Drizebn, and alfo Afiionf 
Heilman wifhed to be initiated. Certain condi* 
tions were propofed and finally accepted. Upon 
an accidental vifit to Guttenberg, who refided 
in the Suburbs of Strafburg, thofc two difco- 
vered that Guttenberg was bufily employed in 
another myftery, which had been carefully con- 
cealed from them. After a few reproaches, he 

propofed 
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propofcd to inftruift them in this alfo, on certain 
conditions. Among thefc it was ftipulatcd that 
a portion of the fum advanced by the parties 
to be inftrufted, Ihould be refunded to their 
heirs, if any of them fhould die within the fpacc 
of five years. Drizehn died within the term. 
The conditions of the engagement were infifted 
ypon by his heirs; a compliance with which 
was refufed by Guttenberg, who was a man of 
a litigious difpofitiori, as is manifeft from vari- 
ous inftances. A procefs was the refult of this 
altercation. In the courfe of the evidence given 
by different workmen, carpenters, fervants, &c. 
it became evident that this myftery could be no 
other than that of eredling a printing prefs. 
Orders were given by Guttenberg to his fervanr, 
immediately after the demife of Drizehn, to 
convey away from his houfe in the moft fecret 
manner poffible, certain implements which upon 
full examination appeared to be a printing prefs, 
with a certain quantity of letters cut in wood : 
It appeared alfo that thcfe were not carved upon 
blocks, but cut out feparately on detached pieces 
of wood. This difcovery was made the 26th 
of December 1438. A fubfequent declaration 
made by one John Dunnius, before the magi- 
ftrates, in 1439, ^^^^ ^^ ^^'^ received one hun- 
dred florins about three years before, for work 
M 2 done 
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done at a preTs ; brings the epoch of the firft 
attempt to about 1436. 

Fronfi the above documents it is plain that the 
City of Stralburg has no idle pretenfions to a 
prior difcovery. Proceed we now to the claims 
of Haerlcm. 

The advocates for Haerlem pretend to fup- 
port their claim both by indubitable tcftimony, 
and by internal evidence. The mod regular and 
confiftant hiftory of the invention is given us 
by the celebrated hiftorian of Holland Hadri- 
anus Junius, (or Adrian Young.) This writer 
was born at Hoorn in North Holland, in the 
year 1512: was educated at Haerlem; was 
re(5tor of the Latin fchool, and teacher of natural 
philofophy in that city for feveral years; and 
he died in Zealand in 1575. He wrote the 
hiftory of Holland in elegant Latin, and he was 
univerfally deemed a man of great integrity and 
impartiality. His work was publilhed after his 
death; in the year 1578. In his account of 
the City of Haerlem, he gives the folio w'uig 
particulars relative to the invention of printing: 

" About one hundred and twenty years ago, 
*' one Laurence Janjfen Kejler^ inhabited a de- 
" cent and fafliionable houfe, in the City of 
•' Haerlem, fituated on the market place, oppo- 
" fuc to the Royal Palace."— -This is now the 

town 
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town houfe.— ** The name of Koftcr, was af- 
'^ fumedj and inherited from his anceftors^ 
*^ who had long enjoyed the honourable and 
^* lucrative office of Kofter, (or Sexton) to the 
** church/' Sexton approaches the nearcft in 
office to Cotter, but is far diftinft in dignity 
as well as profit. " This man deferves to be 
^' reftored to the honour of being the firft in- 
^^ ventor of printing, of which he has been un- 
** juftly deprived, by others who have enjoyed 
*^ the praifcs due to him alone. As he was 
** walking in the wood contiguous to the city, 
'* which was the general cuftom of the richer 
^^ citizens and men of leilbre in the afternoons, 
^ and on holidays, he began to cut out letters, 
*' on the bark of the beach tree, with which he 
** enftamped marks upon paper in a contrary 
^' dire^bion, in the manner of a feal 5 until at 
** length he formed a few lines for his own 
** amufement, and for the ufe of the children of 
^* his brother-in-law. This fucceeding fo well, 
" he attempted greater things, and being a man 
^^ of genius and refleftion, he invented with the 
'• aid of his brother-in-law, Thomas Pieterifon, 
^' a thicker and more adhcfive ink, as the common 
" ink was too thin, and made blotted marks. — 
" (This Thomas Pieterifon left four children, 
'* fcveral of whom were advanced to the rfc- 
Mj ^ gency) 
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" gency)— With this ink he was able to print 
" blocks and figures, to which he added letters* 
^* I have fccn fpecimens of his printing in this 
'* manner, in the beginning he printed on one fide 
*' only. This was a Dutch book, the author 
" unknown, it was entitled, Spiegal onfer Be* 
" houdenijfe. That it was one of the firft books 
y printed after the invention of the art, appears 
** from the leaves which are pafted together, 
*' that the naked fides might not be ofi^exifive to 
** the eye, and none at firft were printed in a 
*' more perfedt manner. He afterwards fub- 
" ftituted leaden types to thofe of beach wood 5 
*' and to thofe fucceeded letters made of tin, 
" which were lefs pliable, and of longer dura- 
*' tion. Thcfe letters have been fince melted 
*^ down into wine cans, which are ftill to be 
*^ feen in the fame houfe. The houfe was after- 
'^ wards inhabited by the nephew of Laurans 
" G^^r^ Thomaffoni whom I can mention with 
^^ honour, as a refpeftable citizen, who dicfd 
" lately at an advanced age. As this new fpe- 
" cies- of traffick attraded numerous cuftomers, 
*' thus did the profits arifing from it increafe his 
" love for the art, and his diligence in the ex- 
." ercife of it. He engaged workmen, which 
*' was the fource of the mifchief. Among 
** thofe workmen, was one Jan — ^whether his 
J furnamc 
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'^ furnamc was Fauji or any other, is of no 
*' great importance to me ; as I will not difturb 
" the dead, whofe confcienccs muft have finotc 
** them fufficicntly, while living. This Jan 
*' who aflifted at the printing prefs under oath, 
*' after he had learned the art of fetting the 
*^ letters, calling the types, and other articles 
** belonging to the art, and thought himfelf 
*' fufficiently inftrufted, having watched the op- 
*' portunity, and as he could not find a better, 
*^ he packed up the types and the other articles 
" on Chriftmas Eve, while the family was en- 
^^ gaged in celebrating the feftival, and ftole 
" away with them. He firft fled to Amfter- 
** dam, thence to Cologne, until he could efta- 
*' blifli himfclf at Mentz, as a fecurc place 
" where he might open fhop, and reap the 
" fruits of his knavery. It is a known faft 
'* that within the twelve months, that is in the 
*^ year I440> he publifhed the Jkxandri Galli 
*' doffrinale, a grammar at that time in high re- 
*' pute, with Petri Hi/pani traftatibus logicis i 
** with the fame letters which Laurens had ufed. 
" Thefe were the firft produfts of his prefs, Thefe 
*^ are the principal circumflances that I have 
*' coUeded from creditable perfons far advanced 
*' in years, which they have tranfmitted, like a 
(^ ilaming torch from hand to hand i and I have 
M 4 alfo 
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" alfo met with others, who have confirmed the 
*' fame I recoiled that Nicolas Gael^ my 
" fchool-mafter in the days of my youth, who 
«* was remarkable for an iron memory, and 
" venerable for his grey hairs, ufed to relate to 
^' me, that he had frcquendy beared Cornells 
" the book-binder, a decent old man, nearly 
'' eighty years of age, who had alfo aflifted at _ 

*' the printing ofBce of Ljaurens, relate cvepy -^ 

** particular of the event as he had received .' 

" them from his matter himfclf, and the manner i 

" in which the difcovery was made — the fubie* ; 

*^ quent improvements, and advancement to a \ 

^ more po-feft ftate, and particulars of this \ 

*^ kind. He ufed to relate thefc circumftances 
'* with the utmoft carncftnefs and emotion. 
" Nor could he mention the thefc without (bed- 
«' ing tears of indignation at the bafenefs of the 1 

*' deed. He was fo vexed and enraged at his ; 

'^ matter's beiag thus robbed of the honour 1 

" due to him, that the life of the thief would 
** not have been fecurc in his prcfence. He | 

*' frequently damned the infamous villain to j 

^' hell, and curfed the nights, and the months ; 

*^ that he had flept in the fame chamber with ■ 

" fuch a wretch. All thefc particulars perfcfbly 
^' accord with the account given by the Burgo- 
^* matter Quriqus TalcCus, who informed me 

«' that 
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^' that he had heard fimilar things from the 
" mouth of this book-binder himfelf. 

The partizans of Haerlem endeavour to cor- 
roborate the above account by feveral collateral 
proofs. They trace the exiftencc of Cornells 
the book-binder up to his ihop and dwelling ia 
the Crofs-Strect, Haerlem i and prove from the 
city regifters that Qurinps was a Burgomafter 
about the time Ipecified by Junius. They ad- 
duce feveral other witneiTes alio to confirm the 
above account. Time and fpacc will fimply per- 
mit me to announce thefc. For inftance, 

1. Ulricus Zell, an Hanoverian by birth. 
This man had refided at Mentz^ had aflifted at a 
printing prefs in that city ; and afterwards efta- 
blifli a prefs at Cologne in the year 1467. He 
attributes the invention of metal types toMmlz, 
but the firft difcovery of printing to the City of 
Haerlem. He publifhed the Annals of Cologne 
between the years 1470 and 1500^ and (peaking 
of ^the printing art, and of his having introduced 
it into that city^ he aflerts that the art was eflen* 
tially improved at Mentz^ but that printing 
was introduced into Mentz^ by the imitation 
of a Donatusy that had before been printed in 
Holland. 

2. Mariangelus Accurfius. He flourifhed 
from 1500 to 1560. He had been a publifher 

but 
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but afterwards rcfidcd at the Court tff Charles 
V. This Mar : Ac : wrote on a blank leaf of 
a Donatus which had been publilhed in the year 
1450. That " Peter SchoefFer had invented 
" brafs types and greatly improved printings 
'* but that he took the firft idea from z Donatus, 
** printed in Holland with letters cut in wood/' 

3. The teftimony of Richard Atkyns, in his 
origin of printing> publifhed in 1664. He 
proves that printing was introduced into Eng- 
land from Holland about the year 1460: 
mentions the plan laid, and artifices ufcd to bribe 
a workman from the Hacrlem prcft, I need 
not enlarge upon this article as you may con* 
fult Sir J. Burrow's reports,- in the place fpe- 
cified, for all the particulars. In this narrative 
although Haerlem is confidered as the place, yet 
the invention, itfclf is attributed, not to Lau- 
rance Cotter, but to John Cutbenherg. 

4. Jan van Zuren, alias Zurcnus Junior, 
born in the year 15 17: and Scheepen or She- 
riff of Haerlem in the year 1549, wrote dia- 
logues concerning the invention of printing. 
Thefe were in great meafure dcftroyed during 
the civil wars; but the fragments collefted by 
Scriverius manifeft that he attributes the honour 
of the invention to Haerlem, although he ac- 
knowledges that it was in a rough ftate, and 
'that it was greatly improved at Mentz. 

5. Ludorium 
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5. Ludovicum Guicciardinij the celebrated 
Italian^ who paflbd much time in the Nether* 
lands^ and died at Antwerp in the year is}9> 
aged 66 yearsj publifhed the hiftory of Holland 
in the year 1565. Speaking of the City of 
Haerleni^ he not only mentions it as the firft 
place where printing was cxercifed, but enume- 
rates many particulars fimilar to thofe related 
by Junius, or De Jongc. He fays that Mentz 
had brought the art to fuch perfection that 
many perfons had attributed the firft difcovcry 
to that place, bet he is of opinion that the rudi«> 
ments of the art were laid at Haerlem, and con«- 
veyed from thence by a fervant of the inventor 
to Mentz, He imagines alfo that caft types 
were firft ufed at Hacrlem. This author could 
not take his information from the Dutch hifto- 
rian, as his work was publiihed ten years earlier. 

6. D. V. Coornhert, who died in the year 
1590, aged 68 years, had ereAed a printing 
prefs at Haerlem in the year 1560, and in his 
dedication to the magiftrates of Haerlem, pre« 
fixed to an edition of Officia Ciceronis accord- 
ing to the improved method, mentions it as a 
hSt well known that the art originated in their 
city, was conveyed to Mentz in a furreptitious 
manner s but that it was advanced to a great de- 
gree of perfection in that place* 

^any 
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Many more authorities of a fimilar nature 
might be brought forwards^ but thefe will ma- 
nifeft that the claims of Haerlem to the Inven^ 
Hon are by no means without foundation. 

They alfo undertake to confirm many of the 
above afiertions by intirnal evidence. Several 
copies of the Spiegel der hboudenije, which 
is one of the firft books that iflued from the 
Haerlem prefs, are in exiftence^ and their ap-* 
pearance perfedUy correfponds with what has 
been uniformly acknowledged relative to the 
Tudeneis of the impreflion. Mr. Meerman in 
the fecond vol. of his Origines Typograph. has 
favoured the publick> not only with an accurate 
imitation of the iirft page of ^that curious book, 
,but with fpecimens of the progreffive improve- 
ments that were made at the Haerlem prefs in 
fubfequent editions of that work, and in feveral 
other publications. To thefe he has prefixed 
curious fpecimens of the iirft eflays made by 
Coder, in a litde book obviouflymade for the ufe 
of his brother's children. They confift of the al- 
phabet, the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and two 
or three other prayers. As it is abfolutely im* 
pofTible fur me to give you any juft ideas of 
thefe different imprefUons, I ihall, by way of 
humble fubftitute, relate to you the particulars 
of my own enquiries s exclufive of they being 

admitted 
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admitted as proofs^ they may perhaps gratify 
your curiofity. 

Several years ago I was conduced by one of 
the Scheepens of Haerlem to the Town-houfe. 
Amongft other curiofities was (hewn the im* 
predion of a book which was faid to be the 
firft fruits of the printing preis. I looked at itj ad- 
mired it, and like too many other travellers de- 
parted mth a confufed idea of every thing but 
that I had feen it } I felt myfelf however fome- 
what fuperior to all thofe whom I found had 
not enjoyed a fimilar opportunity of dircfting 
their eyes to the fame objcft. Indeed my toul 
ignorance of the Dutch* language would at that 
period have prevented my deriving much in- 
formation, had I been warmly difpofed. 

The laft fummer, being in the neighbourhood 
of Haerlem, I was determined to repeat my 
yifit to the Stadt-houfe, where the archives of the 
city are depofited, and to be more minute and 
circumftantial in my examination. This has en- 
abled me to communicate to you the following 
particulars. 

The firft book they exhibit which is faid to 
have been printed by Cofter is in the old Ger- 
man Letter, and in a quarto form. It abounds 
with abbreviations, every (n) per example is in- 
dicated by a ftrokc over the preceding letter. 

The 
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The printing is only on one fide of of a pag«r> 

and the pages are made to face each other^ but 

they are not diftinguiflied by numbers. The 

book has neither titk nor date^ either at the be« 

ginning or end ; but it is fuppofed to have been 

printed about the year 1422. The introdudkory 
fentence is as follows : 

Dit is de prologie vader fpiegel ofer be-» 
houdeifle fo wie ter riecht vardichte vele 
mcfche wie falle blicke alfe fteere in die 
ewieghe ewichede. Hierom ift dat ie totte 
leringe vele mefche dit boek heb aenge- 
dacht te ver gadere. 

" This is the prologue of the mirror of our 
" redemption to the juftification of many 
** men who (hall ftiine as ftars in the ever ever- 
•• Ufting. Therefore is it that I, to the inftruc- 
'^ tion of many men, have meditated to com- 
" pofe this book." 

It is a fmall quarto, and to prevent it from 
wearing out, the blank fide of each page is pafted 
upon paper. Its objeft is to illuflxate fcripturc 
hiftory by the aid of prints. The cuts are in 
wood. Although the book is in the Dutch Lan- 
guage there is an explanatory fentence under each 
plate in Latin. The firft of thcfe reprefents 
Adam and £ve, and the infcription under the 
figures is mulier deceffit verum ut comederit* 
The whole is fcarcely legible, and between the 

Ut 
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Uf and comederii is a word fo much effaced as 
to be unintelligible. Indeed the whole hn- 
- predion is imperfedt and appears as if it had 
been made with an old battered type» None of 
the lines are accurately ftrait, and many of the 
letters ftand from their conncdion— 'The figures 
^re much paler than the letters. 

Another edition of the fame book exhibited is 
faid to have been publiihed in the year 1440. 
the type is much better and the abbreviations 
are much Ms numerous. Thus what in the firft 
edition was dat ie totn in the fecond is dat ic 
toaen. This has neither date nor title originally 
affixed I a modern title is as follows ; 

Liber Tabularum ligno iocifarum a Lau-* 
rcntio Coftero Harlemehfi, circa an; Salutis 
M.CCCC.XXVII1. 

A third book fubmitted to examination, is a 
copy of the firft book that was printed at Mcntz^ 
as many have fuppofed : It was Marcii Tulii 
Ciceronis ArpinGis Opera. This work is printed 
in a much more elegant manner than either of 
the former, it is upon a paper refembling vel- 
lupi : The types are very clear and accurate, e.aclv 
paragraph begins with large letters illuminated 
with various colours, as is ofren feen in ancient 
manufcripts of valuable works, ■ and it is printed 
on both lides of the leaves. But this alfo is 

without 
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without date or place fpccified. Bound up with 
it, is a manufcript de Legibus^ This is a large 
quarto. Another book printed hy'Cofter with- 
out page OF date is a fmall quarto^ it is upon 
Religious Subjcfts, without figures, and in the 
Dutch Language ; its peculiarity confifts in its 
being the firft book that iflucd from the Haerlem 
Prefs, printed on both fides of the leaf* The 
fifth publication is a large volume confiding of 
fcveral hundred pages, though the pages are not 
numbered, nor were either of the preceding. It 
has few abbreviations ; and it is printed on each 
fide, with two colunrms in each page. It be- 
gins in the following manner : 

• Hicr beghinnen de tetelen dy fyn dc namen 
der boek (Jar votn afsprechen fal en occ de capit- 
tclcn der eerwacrdighen mans bartolome engelC- 
man en cen ghoerdent broedcr van finte francif- 
cus oerde. Ende heeft xix. boeke de fprekende 
fyn de eygenfcappen der dingen, dats te (eyghen 
Vant recht in wefen alder ghefchapen dinghen fb 
wel ficniic als unfienlic lichamlic en unlichamlic 
ncet eytgcfondcd. 

Literal tranfiadon. 

• '^ Here begin the tides which are the names 
^' of the book man (we) fliall difcourfe of and alfo 
" the chapters of the refpcftable man Bartholp- 
'' mew Engclfman and a true -brother of Saint 

a " Francis's 
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« Francis's ordcn And has 19 books that 
«' fpcak of the properties of things, that is to fay, 
*« of the right exiftence of all created things, 
" vifiblc as well as invifible, corporeal as wdl as 
** incorporeal not omitted," The clofing para- 
graph of the work is as follows : 

Hicr cyndct dat bock wclche ghchietcn is 
Bartholcnicus van den proprictytcn dcr dinge* i 
in den jaer our heren M.CCCCLXXXV. op 
dc hcylighen kerfavcnt. Ende is geprint endc 
oech mede voleyndt te Haerlem in Holland tor 
eren Codes ende om leringhe dcr menfchen van 
xneeftcr Zacop Beccart ghebore van Zerixzee. 
Literal tranflation. 

*' Here endeth,that book which is called Bar- 
*' tholemeus of the properties of things ; in 
" the year of our Lord 1485, upon the holy 
*' Chriftmas Eve ; and is printed, and is alio 
" ended at Haerlem in Holland, to the honour 
** of God, and to the ioftruftion of men, by 
" maefter Jacob Beccart, bom at Zerichfce." 

I ihall omit an imitation orfsc Jimile of the 
articles and different lignatures of the perfons 
concerned in the treaty of Utntcht, publifhcd 
in 1578, highly ornamented, and very hand- 
fome, and a written imiution of printing 
dated 1498. Some fmall fragments of paper 
that are printed u^n are al& pr cfcrved as 
Vol. II. N choice 
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choice rclifts, they are fuppofcd to have been 
fragments of proof Iheetd. 

It may appear fingular, that although feveral 
foreigners mention an edition of Donatus which 
was printed in Holland, prior to the one pub- 
lilhed at Mentz, and affcrt that the former 
ferved as a model for the latter, yet the Dutdi 
have not been able for the fpace of three cen- 
turies to verify thefe aflertions by producing 
the work i to the great mortification of their 
own party, and triumph of their opponents. 
They were obliged to reft fatisfied with the 
general anfwer, that when the Art of Printing 
was confiderably advanced from its firft rude 
ftace, the fearUeft, and more imperfeft editions 
were dcftroyed, as wafte paper. But Seiz, who 
publiflied his treatife in the year 1740, has 
demonftrated that the conje6bure was well 
founded. The faft is curious, and I will tran- 
flate the paflage. ^^ As this laft (heet concern- 
" ing Haerlem was going to be printed off, 
" John Enfchedi having purchafed fome books 
" at a publick fale, bought a Dutch Pfalter, 
** in fmall oftavo, printed by H. E. van Horn- 
*^ berch in the year 1498, at Delft in Holland. 
*' It was bound in leather, according to the 
^^ oldeft fa(hion. Perceiving that the binding 

" was 
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** was made faft to the paper within, by means 
** of two flips of parchment, that were glued 
'^ between them^ and that fomerhing was 
*' printed upon thefc in a very old charafter, 
^^ he.detached the flips and found to his great 
" furprife, that they were fragments of a Gram^ 
** matica Donati, and after we had examined 
*' and compared the letters, they appeared to 
" us of the fame form> and with the fame dc- 
\^ fefts, as thofe in the Edition of the Spiegel der 
*' Beboudenu van L. Cofter." 

The time in which this important difcovery 
of the printing art was made by Laurence, the 
advocates for Hatrlem do not pretend to af« 
certain with minute exadtnefs, but from cir- 
cumflrantial evidence they coUeft that the firil 
idea muft have been fuggefted to Laurence 
about the year 1428, or 1430. The primary 
objedt of Laurence being to inftrudl the children 
of his filler's hufl>and in a new and amufing 
manner i fomc of them> by teaching them die 
alphabet, and others by inftruding them in the 
Latin language; as is obvious by the little 
book of prayers j it is naturally conjeftured that 
the cldeft of thefe children was about ten or 
eleven years of age. Many collateral circum- 
ftances prove that this eldeft fon was married 
N 2 about 
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about the year 1438^ or 1440. As it b not 
cuftomary to marry very young in this part of 
the world, it is a liberd concefiicxi to aUow 
that he was not more than twenty years of age^ 
when he entered into holy wedlock. Conle- 
quently the fuppofition that he was ten or twelve 
years of age, when Cofter was inftruding him in 
the Latin^ in the manner defcribed, brings the 
important asra at leaft to 1430. This conje^hire 
is confirmed by the ftate of printing at Haerlem 
in 1440. An Edition of DonatuSj and the Latin 
of the Spiegel onfer Behoudeniffe, under the title 
of Speculum Salutis, which were publiflied in 
that year, indicate fuch effential improvements^ 
that confidering the numberlefs difficulties they 
had to furmount, fome years muft have been 
required to prepare for and execute fuch impwt- 
ant undertakings^ in fo great a degree of 
pcrfcftion. 
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LETTER XLL 

Menu. 
The INFENTION of PRINTING. 

ALTHOU GH an impartial ftatcmcnt of 
the evidence will, in moft cafes^ enable a perfbn 
to form Ibme ideas of the merits of the caufe to 
which they relate, yet I fuppofe that you will feel 
yourfclf more embarralfed than informed, by 
the confufion and contrariety of the teftimonies 
which were fubmitted to your infpe&ion in my 
laft letter. The authorities on each fide feem 
to be equally refpeftable ; and fhould we ima- 
gine that fome of them were influenced by any 
partiality for perfon or place, we cannot fuppofe 
this to have been fo influential as to feduce their 
integrity. What medium then can be adopted 
by means of which ibme regular fyftem may be 
formed, out of fuch jarring materials ? With the 
afliftance of my friends Seiz and Meerman, I 
have however formed one for myfelf, and it fhall 
be the bufinefs of the prefent letter to acquaint 
you how I formed it, and what it is> and if you 
N J arc 
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are not pre-engaged I would advife you to adopt 
it, until fomcthing more fatisfaftory (hall prcfent 
itfcir. 

You will acknowledge, that in fumming up 
the evidence it will be the fafeft way to enquire 
what articles all, or the majority of the parties, 
admit, and whereyer there is an apparent dif- 
cordancy, to endeavour to promote a perfeft 
reconciliation if it be poffible, and if it be not, 
to give the. preference to that account which is 
the mod fimple, difinterefted, natural, uniform, 
confident w.itb itfelf, with collateral circumftan- . 
CCS, and which contributes the largeft Ihare to the 
iblution of dijiiculties. 

It is univerfally agreed that printing was dif- 
covered fojme tinoe between the years 1428, and 
1450. Moft authors allow it to have been from 
1430 to 1440, It is fully prpvcd that four per- 
fons, diftinguiftied by the names of Geinsfleifche, 
Gutenberg, Faud, and Schoeffer, were engaged 
in the exercife of printing at MentZy between the 
years 1440 and 1450, although there is fuch a 
diverfity of fentiment, which of thefe four intro- 
duced it, or whether either of them was in reality 
the inventor. The documents produced in con^ 
fcquence of the procefs between one Gutenberg, 
and the heirs of Driezehn, demondrate that a per^ 
fon of that name was occupied in edablidiing a 

pres 
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prels at Strajbwrg about the year 1436. But no 
proofs are extant to manifeft that he fucceeded 
in that city. The firft books that iffued from 
tke Strafburg preft were publiftied by Mcntil. 
It is alfo known that Gutenberg left that city 
much in debt, and that he joined himfclf with • 
Geinsfieifche in conducing a printing office at 
Mentz. 

The advocates for Haerlem are neady to allow 
thefe and many other circumftances as they do 
not invalidate the priority of their claim. They 
maint^uA that every circumftance mentioned is 
pcrfeftly confiftent with the affertlon that fomc 
one of thefe citizens of Mentz, furrcptitioufly 
conveyed the art from Haerlem to that city. If 
they have proved, or rendered this affcrtion 
highly probable, then will the fcale turn with a 
very great preponderancy in favour of Haerlem 
and of Laurence Coder. 

It is an undoubted fad, that printing was ex- 
crcifed at Haerlem, at a very early period* 
This fa£i: is not only fupported by teftimonies, 
which, though traditionary, are fully as refpcft- 
able as any that have been produced in favour of 
the claims of the opponent parties, but it is con^ 
firmed by the following fa£t : It is well known 
that England ftole the art from Holland about 
the year 1460, in confequence of a deliberate 
N 4 and 
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and cxpcnfivc plan of feducingone of the work- 
mm from the Hacrlcm prefi. If wc confider 
the innumerable elTays to be made^ and (Sfficul- 
ties to be furmounted^ before fo complicated zn 
art cai> be brought to perfeAion | if we confider 
thatj with all the prefent improvements, and ad« 
vJintages of expertnefsi printing is ftill a tedi* 
ous procefs, and that it mud have been infinioely 
more tedlQus in its firft eftabliihment, when each 
letter was feparately cut by the hand, when in- 
finite eimbarraiTmcnts muft arife in fctting the 
prefe; when the prcfs itfcjf was by no means 
adapced to difpatch ; and when the artifts them^ 
fclves were novices in every branch* If we con- 
fider that the Haerlem prefs muft have arifen 
to a high degree of celebrity, in order to awaken 
the attjcntion of England, and infpire the wiih to 
import fo extraordinary and ufeful an inventioni. 
(which muft have been a very flow procefs at ai| 
age when the intercommunication between the 
two countries was not frequent, and the attentioa 
to literature was by no means general) if we con^ 
fidcr all thefc circunoftances, it is very obvious 
that Holland muft have been in pofieflion of the 
printing a^rt feveral years previous to its being 
Viranfplanted iqto EngUnd. 

Only three fuppofitions can be made concern^ 
logtl^e invention j either Haerlem muft have 

s^Ccjuire4 
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a<iquired a knowledge of it from Mentz, or 
Scrafburg; or one of thefe cities muft have 
learned it fram (he other> or from Haerlem ; or 
two of the contending cities, at lead, rouft have 
made the important difcovery unconoeftedly widi^ 
each other, and nearly at the fame period. 

The laft fuppofition is fo improbable, that no 
one is difpofed to admit it. Altbovighthe art once 
difcovered> manifefts its principle to have adofe 
refembhnce to the mannerof making an impre£- 
on by feals, and to the mode formerly pradifed by 
the Grand Sultan, of literally fetdng his hand to 
an edi& by making an impreifion of his whole 
hand dipped ia ink> yet as 6> many ages had paf*» 
fed without the idea of modern printing having 
been fuggefted by either of the modes fb analo* 
gous, the probability is as millions tx> one againft 
the idea being liiggefted to two difib-ent peribns, 
at diftant places, at the fame time. Whoever 
(hould believe this, is prepared to beUeve that the 
atoms of Epicurus exclaimed at the fame in-* 
ftant ; " Come^ let us dance into order/' Of 
coniequence, the queflion to be examined is, on 
which fide is the preponderancy of evidence ? Is 
it in favour of the opinion that Haerlem derived 
its knowledge of printing from one of thefe 
German cities, or did either of them receive it 

from H^csktiif 

According 
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According to thc^ftatcmcnt of the fiSts and 
allegations given in the preceding letter, the 
force of evidence apparent to me, is much in fa- 
vour of Haerlem, for the following reaibns. 
!• The narrative of Junius, in favour of Haer- 
lem, and of Laurence Cofter, refpefting the 
MJcQVtry of printing, is much more fimple, uni- 
form, confident, and devoid of motives for par- 
tiality, than any of the narratives adduced by 
the advocates for Mentz. Several very natural, 
and very probable circumftances, are minutely 
related, and feveral credible witnefTes arc pro- 
duced, who have traced the invention up ta 
Cofter with fo much perlpicuity, that if it be 
allowed that the difcovery was made at Haerlem, 
not the leaft embarraflrnent remains concerning 
the author of it. The accidental manner in which 
the idea was at firft fuggefted is natural : the per- 
fons for whom the firft letters were cut out of wood 
are-fpecified: The name of the book-binder, who 
16 faid to have flept with the fuppofed thief, is 
mentioned, and the exiftence of fuch a perfon at 
that period fully proved. Compare thefc fafts 
with the vague and fuperflcial manner in which 
the honour of the invention is claimed by Mentz. 
No collateral and illucidating circumftances are 
traced, nor are the partizans of Mentz agreed 
among themfelves to whom they fhall afcribe 

the 
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the honour. This very Angular fad not only 
weakens their pretenfions, by defeft of evidence, 
but this dek& of evidence awakens unfavourable 
fu^icions. Nor can it be explained in any other 
manner fo well as' by fuppofing that the art was 
introduced into Mentz in fome dilhonourable 
and furreptitious manner. We may reft affured 
that when the art could no longer be concealed, 
from lucrative motives the inventor would have 
ftept forwards to vindicate his right to the honour; 
and it was certainly as much in his power to 
produce authentic evidence of the fadt, as it was 
for the witncffes at Strafburg, in the procefs 
againft Gutenberg, to trace his attempts to efta- 
blifli a printing prefs in that city. Thefe pre- 
cautions could not have been omitted through 
indifference. Too much eagcrnefs is manifefted 
to fupport the honour of the place, and alfo to 
claim the honour due to every improvement, for 
us to imagine that the prime honour due to the 
firft inventor, (hould remain enveloped in fo 
much obfcurity, if the fuppofed author could 
have exhibited himfelf in an honourable point of 
view. Let us, on the other hand, admit that 
one of thefe early printers at Mentz had ftolen 
the art, and the caufe of this obfcurity becomes 
obvious. The perpetrator, confcious of the 
meannefs which adheres to fo flagrant a breach 

of 
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of trufty and violation of his oach^ would attempt 
concealtntnt, refpcdting the mode of introduce- 
tion^ and highly excol anyconfiderable improve- 
mcntj as alone deferving of the public attention ^ 
sid this plan has been carefully followed. Cal- 
cography, or the ule of metal types has been 
iblely infifted upon^ as worthy the name of 
printing; and when the evidence in favour of 
Haerlem- could not be confuted^ die claim has 
been depreciated as unworthy^ not only of being 
brought into competition> but of notice. 

hgaiuy the narrative of Junius is exempt from 
every ftifpicion of a perfonal nature. He was 
neither a defcendant from Laurence, nor his 
focceffor in the bufinefs of a printer, who might 
have been difpofed to fupport the claims of the 
$nly true original printing qffUe, in the way of 
trade. But J. Schoeffer, who is the principal wit-< 
nefs in behalf of Fauftus, was the grandfbn of 
this perfon, was his fucccflbr in the printing bu- 
finefs, and attributes the honour to his anceftor 
manifeftiy as an argument by which to obtain an 
exdufive patent, for fome of his publications^ 
and to advertile others in the moft advantageous 
manner. 

Some flight obje&ions have been made to the 
narrative of Junius, in order to invalidate its 
force. The ftory has been ridiculed as impof^ 

(ible. 
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fiblc It is urged, that a priming prefs with all 

its implements would make a load much too 

ponderous for a thief to run away with. The 

anfwer is, that in the very infancy of printing, a 

Clarendon prefs was not to be expcdted.. The 

types and other implements muft have been few. 

Sciz forms a general calculation, by which he 

reduces the chief ftock in trade to about twenty 

pounds in weight. Hejuftly obfcrves, that as 

the firft prefs ufed for printii^ was of the fame 

conftruftion with family preffes in common ufe, 

it would have been nccdlcfs to run off with that 

alfo. It has alfo been objefted, that Junius's 

Hiftory of Holland was not publiflied until th^ 

year 1578s but he introduces his account 

of this invention by affcrting that it took place 

about 120 years agoj dedudting this number 

from 1578, the time of this pretended difcovery 

will carry us no farther back than to 1458, 

which, is fixteen or eighteen years aftcx books 

were publilhed at Mentz. 

This objeftion is frivolous. This Hiitory of 
JKolland is an extenfive work. It is proted chat he 
jconfulted upwards of two hundred volumes in com- 
piling it J and it gives many internal evidences 
of its having been the labour of many years. 
It was the cuftom of the author, when fpeaking of 
any undertaking that was not fully accomplilhed^ 
a to 



to leave Ipaces, in which he might ipecify tht 
date with accuracy ; but this has been fometimes 
omitted. Thus the objcftion can have no force 
uiilcfs it were proved that the paragraph was 
Written about the time of his deaths which waS 
impoflible. 

Thofe who affed not to reje£k entirely the 
claims of Haerlem attempt to diminifti their 
value, and aflert with confidence and triumph, 
that wooden blocks alone were in u(e at the 
printing office of Cofter, and that moveable types 
were the invention of Mentz. This was the 
opinion of Accurfius himfelf, who acknowledges 
that the Donatus of Mentz was printed after 
a model of the one printed at Haerlem. But in- 
conteftable are the proofs that Coder, in the 
early ftage of printing, employed moveable 
types. This is evident to the fight of every one 
who examines the fpecimens of early printing. 
The irregularity of the lines, ftarting of certain 
letters, the one deprcffing another, plainly indi- 
cate that the types were more moveable than the 
printer could have wiflied ; fome letters are in 
an inverted diredtion, which could only ht 
through the inadvertency of d compofitor. By 
comparing diflxrent editions of the Spiegel onjer 
Beboudenijfe^ the letters are the fame, though 
die vrangement difi^crcnt. The Donatus , fb lately 

brought 
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brought out of obfcurity, is manifcftly with the 
fame letter as was ufed in a meliorated edition 
of the Spiegel onfer Behoudenifle. Faults in one 
edition are correded in another, as negerbade, is 
corredted into meingerbade. Different modes of 
fpelling, and diminilhing the number ofcon^ 
traftions, demonftrate alterations that could not 
have been made in tables. Where fpaces were 
requifite, the letters w, m, n, &c. were arranged 
CO fill up the vacancies, and flips of paper were 
placed over them to receive the impreflions. 
The marks of thefe are vifible in many places.. 
' From the above circumftances it is plain that 
moveable types were ufed at Cotter's prefs, al- 
though it is allowed that in his firft eflays he 
might have attempted the other mode. It is 
alfo certain, that fome words which moft fre- 
quently occur were cut out in one type, in the 
manner of modern logography ; and it is^cer- 
tain that a greater firmnefs was given to the 
weaker letters by their being conjoined in the 
manner of an tt;, (h, ft, &c. as was the univerfal 
cuftom a few years ago. 

2. The narrative of Junius has the fuperior 
merit of being accompanied with an internal 
evidence of its probability. There is perhaps 
no invention of importance which owes the firft 
idea to dcfign.— Human ingenuity muft have 
2 fome 
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fome exfftent materia] to work upon ; it deaU 
not in abfolute creation ; accident points to the 
germ, which . being once difcovered, the wif- 
dom of man is {bmecimes able to devdbpe it to 
an amazing extent. . The manner in which tha 
idea of a printing prefs is faid to have been fug- 
jgefted, indicates a natural event produ6bive of a 
caufe adequate to the effcft. The firft objea 
which Laurence Coder had in view was fimpty 
to teach his nephews their letters, by way of 
amuiemenu He fortunately thought of making 
Hamps and impreflions of each letter upon pa- 
per I an idea in itfelf perfcdUy natural. We are 
now furprifed' that the art of engraving, which 
had been pradbiied many ages, had not led to the 
invention of the printing prefs. Perhaps the rea- 
Ion may have been, theobjed of engraving is al- 
ways^;i^and fimple; the intention has always been 
to make an impTeBxono( one permanent rcprtkntaL-- 
tion ; but to teach his nephews the letters of the 
alphabet in the nianner propoied by Laurence^ 
^/ticcefflon of courfe prefented itfelF. His alpha* 
bet being once completed^ we may fuppofe that 
he would arrange it in different forms to teach the 
children how to fpell different words, and thus a 
train of ideas perfcdlly corrcfpondcnt to the 
firft fuggeftion was excited^ which naturally led 
to the imporant difcorery. The fpccimens of 

Ihort 
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fliort prayers, >&c. mentioned above, poiot out 
the connedting medium, as it were, between 
teaching diefe children to read and fpell, and 
more important undertakings. 

Will you accufe me of refining too much fliould 
I further argue in this manner ? — Whether the 
narrative be true or falfe, it inuit be confefled 
that the relation between the caufe afiigned and 
its effedt is clofe and intimate. The man to 
whom fuch a relation originally fuggefted iticlf^ 
muft have been equal to the difcovery. Is it 
not eafier to fuppofe thzt .Laurence Ccjier was 
the man, than that another fhould invent an 
ingenious falfehood to his own difgrace ; and to. 
Laurence Cofter's honour ! The firft idea being 
capable of producing the difcovery, it requires 
much lefs credulity to attribute its birth to the 
mipd of Cofter^ who had a correfpondent and 
interefting objeA before hvXi^ than to any other 
perfon who had not fuch an obje£b. . 

To this mafs of probability, the city ^f Ment9 
has nothing to oppofe that will bear compa- 
lifon. The fuppofition of fbme, that three 
perfons ftiould unite to invent the firft priqciples 
of the art, is too extravagant to be admitted, and 
thofe who have confined the invention to onp 
man, trace no fteps, qor fuggcft the moll diftant 
caufes that could lead to it. — Analogftus to this 
argument is the following, 

Vol. II. O 3. No 
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3* No invention of a complicated nature has erer 
been difcovered at once, and in all its parts ; one 
idea is gradually fuggefted by a former. In thefirft 
effays, imperfcftions are difcovered; to remove 
which is the objcft of fubfequent attempts. To 
the removal of capital defeds fucceed the ideas of 
greater advantages than were at firft propofed ; 
fuch as a more extenfive operadon, perfpicuity> 
neatnefs, elegance, expedition, cheapnefj. Wc 
may therefore infer, that if two fpecimens of any 
complicated work be laid before ws, each claim- 
ing apriority, the probability is in favour of the 
mofl imperfelt. If it be prudent to adhere 
to the above rule, the pretenfions of the Jkfo- 
gdntian prcfs are in danger of being rejefted ^ 
for the earlicfl fpecimens from this, are much 
more pcrfcft than the lateft fpecimens exhibited 
as proceeding from the prefs of Coftcr. When 
the deception refpe6ting the imitation of maau- 
fcripts could no longer remain concealed, the 
next objeA was to excel them in perfpicuity and 
chcapnefs. This will abundantly appear by 
your recurring to the fafts (lated in the preced- 
ing letter. The gradations of improvement 
refpefting the ink, the goodnefs of types, ren- 
dering the text more conlpicuous by avoiding 
thofe perpetual abbreviations, which the tediouf- 
nefs of copying by the pen had introduced, the 

economy 
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cconcftny of paper, by printing on each fide of (be 
leaf, and by printing larger works in two co- 
lumns, with fmaller letters^ arc fuch as would 
naturally prkfent themfelves in progrefs of time, 
and yet would require time to .prefent themr 
felves. It is very probable thsrt numberlefs dif- 

- ficulties, and alfo numberlefs attempts bad 
proved abortive, before a page could be pro- 
duced worthy of meeting the public eye, or 
•that imitated the nwft inferior manufcript, fuffi- 
cienttocarryonadecfeption. The high degree 
of elegance therefore in the earlieft copies from 
-Mentz, whatever merit of another kind they may 
claim, is a ftrong argument againft their priori- 
ty. The art manifefts too great a degree of 
maturity at an early period for us to fuppofc that 
the fame period was that of its infancy. 

The partizans of Mentz have nothing to op- 
pofe to chh Ipecies of internal proof. The Do- 
nati Gram, and the Breviary, which they (hew 
as the earlieft productions of their prefs extant 
are much too perfeft in the execution. They 
manif^fl: that the art was confiderably advanc^. 
Some indeed have maintained that the jBrft j^i- 
mens were deftroyed after confiderable improve* 
ments were made. This is not probable, b»9- 
caufe Mentz has been much more eager xq clufn 

•^the invention than the inhabitants of Haedetas 
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nor can a limple afiercion of this nature be per- 
mitted to invalidate the pofitive evidence pro- 
duced in favour of their prefs. '^ If the d«fun£l 
be dead, he cannot be admitted as a witnels in 
the court." 

4* If there fhould have been theft in the cafe^ 
which is extremely probable, as we cannot fuppo{e# 
that this valuable fecret could have been obtained 
any other way, there is much greater reaibn to fup- 
pofe, according to the narrative of Junius, that 
this theft was committed by fome perfon who 
carried the art to MentZy than that the magif- 
trate of Haerlem Ihould have beeh guilty of the 
fa6t. I do not proceed upon the idea that every 
magiftrate is an honefl man. This would be 
too extravagant a pofitioa^ nor will I lay 
much ftrefs upon his being defcended from one 
of the firft families of Holland : firft, becaufe 
neither' merit nor demerit are always an inheri- 
tance ; Secondly, if they were, his grandfather 
being the illegitimate fon of a Count Bredenode^ 
the lownefs of the parentage in the female line 
might be fuppofed to counter-balance the re^ec- 
tahiUty of the male— to fay nothing of the irre- 
gular \nd fhameful manner in which he was in- 
' troduced iqto the worlds It is true, notwithlland- 
ung thefe difadvantages, T might avail my ff If of 
his births as in ail thefe improper and indiicreet 

C9n- 
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conne£ti(Mis^ the noble blood is (uppo(ed to gain 
the afcendancy over the ipioble. I once knew a 
lady of family, who having married her footman^ 
afterwards carefully inftrufted her children to con- 
Cder themlelves as her offspring, and not of their 
father, whom fhe declared to be a dijpracf to the 
family. I wave all thefe confiderations, but this 
I maintam, that the probability is much more in 
favour of this lame magiflrate than of the perfon 
that has been accuied. The ftation in life, tt^ 
(peAable office, and local (ituation of Laurence^ 
plead ftrongly in his favour. 

Were it an indifputable faft that the firft 
printing prefs was eftabli(hed at MentZy it would 
beimprobable to the higheft degree, that a magif> 
trateof Haerlem Ihould have obtained fo early, 
and I may add exclujive information of the faft, 
or Ihould have entertained the defign of cftablilh* 
ing a rival prefs. His rank and office rendered it 
very improbable that he ihould be at Mentz 
about this period, equally improbable that he 
ihould have been difpoied to imiute a mecha* 
nic art of this nature. Let me add alfb^ that as 
Holland was in a very flourifhing itate at this pe-» 
riod, as it was the centre of manufactories, com- 
merce, richtt, it muft have been the place of re^ 
ibrt, from countries where neither agriculture nor 
commerce were fufficient to fupport the natives* 
O 3 Iq 
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In the prcfent day the influ^t of Germans to the 
different parts of Holland is immenfe j on the 
other. hand, there is.fcarcely an inftance when an 
individual JD.utchman eftablilhes himfelf in any 
patt of Germany, unlefs be has been bani(hed 
from- his country. Now, if you admit that Cofter 
was the inventor^ and an inventor there muft 
have bccn> the remainder of the narrative is 
perfcftly cprrefpondent with the fuppofidon. 
, It is alxRdft flis probable that the fervant he 
hired;wra5 a Gerfnariy as that he required the fer- 
vi<re of any one, for, even in the prcfent day^ 
moft of the menial fcrvants in Holland arc of 
that country* It is alfo highly probable thac 
fuch a perfon ihould have ^bufed the confidence 
repofed in himj and hs^ve yielded to the tempta^- 
tion of acquiring both wealth and renown, by 
eftablifhing the invention in a diflant country, 
where his perfon was fafe, and where the theft 
itfelf might continue undete£bed* 

Thefe probable fuppoficions are fufficient to 
.explain every leading circumftancc rdative to 
the afFain They explain wherefore there are no 
traces nor the moft diftant hints concerning the 
manner in which a knowledge of the invention 
.might have been conveyed from Mtntx to Ha€r^ 
lemy t;he reafon of that jobfcurity attending the 
eftablifhment of a prefs at Mentz. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 

MentS4 
The INVENTION <f PRINTING. 

THE arguments and confidcrations that 
were mentioned in my laft letter, are chiefly di- 
redted againft the pretenfions ofMentz ; but you 
will perceive that moft of them are equally zp*- 
plicable to the claim of Strafburg. If they prove 
aAy thing, they prove in favour of Haerlem a prio* 
rity in point of time, and a great fuperiority re£- 
pe£iing internal evidences. It is plain that the 
attempts of Gutenberg , at Strafburg were not 
earlier than about the year 1436. It is alio plain, 
notwithftanding the progrefs he may have 
made, that he failed in the attempt ^ for there 
are no proofs that he publiihed any works at 
Strafburg, and it is well known that he was obliged 
to leave that city and unite with Geinsfleifche, in 
the fuperintendancy of a prefs at Mentz. 

Although in my (econd letter oh Printing, I 

remarked that the fubje& related both to the 

author i^xbtimmtion of this art, and alio to the 

O 4 author* 
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authors of fubfcqucnt improvements, yet I did 
not bring myfclf under any obligation to exa- 
Aline each qucftion with equal attention. The 
invention is not only the moft important, but ir 
was involved in peculiar di/Hculties, andlias been 
chiefly the fubje<5t of litigation. Refpefting fub* 
ftc^uent improvcnicnts, it is agreed that they 
were made at Mentz^ though it is not agreed 
what fhare the four printers already mentioned 
nnay have had in the bufinefs. Were I to en-, 
deavour to explain all thcfe difficulties, trace their 
caufes,and produce evidences as in the firft que£> 
tion, I Ihould be under the neceffity of extending 
the fubjefi: to two or three letters more, by which 
I am convinced your patience could not be more 
wearied than my pen. I hope therefore that you 
will be contented with a fummary account, in 
which the different articles are adjufted in the 
moft probable and confident manner i and by 
which due honour is paid where honour is due; 
and that you will not expeft any other proo& 
and documents for what may be advanced. 

Meerman adjufts the dilpute concerning the 
different peHbns engaged, and the two Guten« 
bergs, the one at Mentz, and the other at Straf- 
berg, who have been alternately confidertd the 
fame and different perfbns, like the two Solias in 
the play, ;n the following manner: he has 

provc4 
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proved that Gemsfleifche was the elder brother of 
Gutenberg, that this laft has fotne times been 
diftinguilhed by the name of John Gtittsfleifcbe^ 
junior, called Gutenberg^ but that his ufual ap- 
pellation was fimply Gutmberg. It is proved 
. that Fauftus was a rich and refpedfcable citizen 
of Mentz; that he was early connefted with 
Geinsfleifche in eftablifhing the firft printing 
prefs that was eredted at Mentz ; and it is alfb 
proved that Peter Schoeffer was originally a fcr- 
vant in the printing office, although afterwards 
he married the daughter of Fauftus, and became 
a principal in the bufine(s. The particulars of 
the procefs againft John Gutenberg, the junior 
brother, demonftrate that he was an inhabitant 
of Strafburg in the year 1436 ; and render it 
probable that he was there foine time before. Au^ 
thentic documents demonftrate that John Geins- 
Ikifche, the elder brother, refided at Mentz, 
in the years 1*441, 1443* 1445* 145^^ '456, but 
there are no traces of his being at Mentz earlier 
than in 1441^ ^ 

Having thus made you acquainted %ith 
the Dramatis Terfonay I ihall now proceed 
to give you a (hort iketch of the pftrts which it 
is the moft probable that they afted. 

Allowing that theft was in the cafe, and that 
this tlieft wa^ committed by a German, the 

ftrongcft 
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flrongeft fufpicions will fall upon John Geinsfici- 
fchej junior. The charaAers and ficuations of 
Fauftus, and Schocffcr, fully exculpate them; the 
younger Gutenberg was refident at Strafburg i 
nor docs it appear that he left that city before 
the year 1444, when he connefted himfelf with 
his brother, who had already eftablifhed a prcfi at 
Mentz. He could not therefore be the fdunder 
of that prefs. As there are no documents to 
prove that Geinsfleifchc was at Mentz prior to 
1441, the ftrongeft prefunnption fo perfeftly cor- 
refponds with the time in which the advocates for 
Kofter aflfert that the theft was committed^ that 
circumfbntial evidence can fcarcely be ftronger. 
The following arrangement therefore, which 
thedeepeft refearches will juftify, givej a confift- 
ency to the whole of this intricate affair. 

John Geinsfleifche having robbed the prefs at 
Haerlcm of the neceflary implements, about the 
year 1438 or 1439, eftabliihed himfelf at Mentz 
in the year .1440, where he publiflied the Alex-^ 
andri GalUDoBrinnle (^ Patri Hj/pani traSlatos^ 
w;itb the very types that wfere the original pro- 
perty of Laurence Kofter. Encouraged by tMe 
profits arin^g frdni their fale, he undertook other 
publications y for example, the Donatt Gramma'- 
iica, tabula Alpbal^etica, Catbolicon &? Specu-- 
hum Saluiisy for yAivch he, Attempted to prepare 

new 
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new types» But this procefs was tedious^ and 
the expences incurred in fo great an undertaking 
involved him in difficulties. To extricate him- 
fclf from thefe he revealed the fecr«t of the in^ 
vention to Fauftus^ who^ being a man of pro* 
perty, furniihed the required llim> and (bared in 
the profits with Geinsfleifche. 

Having experienced the great inconvenicncy 
attending wooden types ; Geinsfleifche fet him- 
felf to cut them out in metal; and after fome 
fuccefsful attempts^ he and Fauftus undertook 
Co print a large and elegant edition of the Bible^ 
in two vol. folio. This was publiihed in 1450J 
was fold for elegant manufcript, and difperfed 
over Europe at an immenfe price upon its firft 
publication. 
The time cxployed in preparing for and executing 
this grand work, is fuppofed to have been about 
eight years -, difputes arofe between the partners 
concerning the expences incurred; thefe were 
followed by a law-fuit, and the partnerfliip was 
diflblved. The fecret could no longer remain 
concealed. Two printing offices were now efta- 
bliihed, and became rivals to each other. In the 
year 1457, Fauftus publiihed 1 Pfalter, and 
openly acknowledges that it was executed not 
by the pen, but ad inventionem artificiojam im^ 
primandi & caraSerizandu In the mean time, 
2 Geinf- 
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Geinsfleifche affociated with his brother Guten- 
bcrg> who had probably aflifted at the prefs 
during the partnerfhip of Geiosfleifche and 
Fauftus, in an inferior capacity. Thefe bro« 
thcrs carved the types to a greater degree of 
perfeftion^ and excelled Fauftus> as appears 
from their publications in the year 1460. Fauf* 
tus took into his fervlce one Peter Schoefier, an 
ingenious young man, who fortunately difcovered 
the method of calling metal types, by which 
time and expence were faved, and a greater de- 
gree of elegance obtained, and thus they com^ 
pletely triumphed over the prefs of the two bro* 
thers. Fauftus was fo charmed with this eflen- 
tial improvement, that he recompenced its aq* 
thor by giving him his daughter in nurriage. 

One difficulty remains, whence did Gutenberg^ 
the junior brother, derive ^is knowledge of the 
printing art ? That he did not immediately Ileal 
it from Haerlem is plain, becaufe an alibi 
has been fully proved. It is alfo plain, that 
he did not complete the prefs in fuch a manner as 
to be able to employ iti that he wafted his fub- 
ftance in the attempt, and was obliged to afllft at 
the prefs at Mentz, which was eftablifhed three 
or four years at lead before he left Strafburg. 
Therefore it is not probable that the elder bro- 
ther learned the art irpm him^ and praAifed }t 

in 
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In a more fuccefsful manner > and it is lefs pro- 
bable that he fliould have conceived the idea of 
himfelf precifely at the fame period with ano- 
ther. It has been fhewn that Gutenberg was a 
man of ingenuity and a great fchemer : that he 
had already made himfelf acquainted with the 
myfteries of poliihing precious ftones^ and of 
making mirrors^ as pradifed at Aix^la-Chapelle. 
All thefe circumftances united lead me ftrongly 
tofufped that Geinsfleifche, during his refidence 
at Haerlefti, attempted to initiate his brother in 
thefecret,by giving himadefcription of the whole 
proccfs. In confequenceof thisdcfcription, Gu- 
tenberg, junior> applied himfelf to the mechanic 
parts, doubtlefs under the fecret agreement of 
mutually fliaring the profits. Had he fucceeded^ 
Geinsfleifche would have left his mafter, and have 
united with his brother at Strafburg^ and rnight 
have thought himfelf a very honed man in not 
defrauding his mailer of his immediate property; 
but the difficulties proving infurmountable at 
«StraA>urg, he could no longer rclift the tempta* 
tion of going off with fuch implements as might 
be immediately ufed» and might fcrve as mo- 
dels for future imitation. Being more experi- 
enced, and more expert in the bufinefs, he fuc- 
ceeded to his wifhes, and his brother finally 
.. dropped the projed of eilabliflxing a prefs at 

Strafburg, 
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Stralburg, upon the condition of .being engaged 
at Mentz. 

This very natural fappofition folves every 
difficulty relative to the invention ; and it will 
alfo explain the Angularity of his engaging to 
teach others the myftery of Printing, before he 
was fully matter of it himfelf. Knowing that a 
printing prefs aftually exifted, he knew that the 
fcheme was not wholly problematical, and natu- 
rally fuppofed that no difficulties could occur 
that were not to be furmounted by himfelf, as 
they had been by others. 

It is however candidly acknowledged by Mr. 
Meerman, that the fimple invention of wooden 
moveable types, and the amelioration of thefe 
types, are the only claims which the friends 
of Laurence Coder caiH juftly make. He allows 
that Junius is miftaken refpefting the early life 
of metal type^ at the Haerlem prefs. There arc 
no authentic proofs that Haerlem was in poflef- 
fion of metal types, which conftituteda new era 
in printing, before the year 1472. But ^t the dif- 
tance of time in i;riiich Junius wrote his hiftory, 
it was extremely natural for him to confound the 
two periods together; as two objefts may apjiear 
to diftant IpeSators to be in contaft, notwith- 
ftandin^ the fpace there may be between them. 
' To a limilar confufion, fo unavoidable in an age 

where 
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where authentic infbrmatioit of diftant events 
waa obtained with fiich difficulty, may bcafcrib- 
cd the miftake of Per/ofty made by Atkins, who 
gives the honour to one Cutbenherg of Hacrlem, 
inftead of to Laurence Cofter. It is plain that 
Cuthenberg is the fame as Gutenberg \ and re- 
port having afcribed the invention to a perfbn of 
that name, and having reprefented Haerlem as 
i^placey It was natural for one who wrote from 
report, to make a miftake which gave an ap- 
parent confiftency to his narrative. 

But you will enquire, how came it to be the 
general opinion of Europe that the firft printing 
prefs was eftabliftied in Germany, in oppofition 
to fuch an alTemblage of probable evidences to 
the contrary ? 

This will be eafily explained by direfting our 
attention to the publications that firft ifllied from 
tiie prefs at Mentz and at Haerlem. While the 
magiflrate of Haerlem and his fuccellbrs were 
principally occupied in publifliing treatifes that 
had no other than ^local popularity ^ works in the 
Dutch language, and which of confequence were 
confined to their own country i Mentz &nt into 
the world editions of fuch works as were univer- 
faliy tni6refting,and in the Latin language, which 
may be termed the living tongue of the learned 
4it this period; and thefe attrafled the greater at- 
-• . tcntion 
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tendon as they excelled manufcripts in elegance^ 
as well as cheapnels. When the art could no 
longer be concealed^ the next objeffc was to give 
elegant and cheap editions of fuch works as 
would enfure a fale. It is not decided whether 
the bible or fbme of the claflics were the firft 
publications which attraAed the attention of 
Europe -, but either of them was calculated to 
Iprcad the celebrity of the prefs. To print a mag- 
nificent edition of the bible at a time when the 
Proteftanss began co emancipate themfelves from 
the fetters of Popery, and claimed the right 
of private judgment, was an undertaking of a 
very popular nature. The bold Angularity of 
the attempt, and the influence it might have 
upon religious opinions were calculated to engage 
the eager attention of each party. Thus again, 
printed editions of any of the claflics, by which 
they could be purchafed at an expence compa^ 
ratively trifling, m\ift have been highly accept- 
able to all the learned in Europe. Amidft the 
general rumour excited by fuch popular works, 
a^ no competitor appeared, or was mentioned, the 
place from whence fuch works proceeded muft 
have enjoyed the exclulive ^onour of the in- 
vention. We may alfo add, that as Germany 
was much more the feat q{ literature than Hoi* 
land, and its authors far more numq^us, ia 

pro* 
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proportion the celdarity of the Moguntian 
prefs would be much more generally diffufed 
tlh4Q tb^t of Hacrlem, Suppofe the pr^ortion 
Ho have been as twenty to one, tbefe OTmerous 
crumpets of fanae foonckd forth irt honour of 
MentE, muft filence the weaker vcicQ of an 10- 
dividual HoUaadei*, iii favot^r «f hid country- 
man. 

From the above impartial ftatement of die 
difltrtixt claims, and aaimadverfions coocerniag 
them, arc we not fully audiorized, my good Sir, 
to conclude, that Hacrlem was the place, and 
Laurence Cofkcr the perfon ; that the knowlcgc 
of the inveodon was conveyed from thence to 
the city of Mentz, where it unqueftionably re- 
ceived very important improvements, and that 
.the popular publications which were printed gt 
^cntz, united with /thefe improvements, were 
the caulbs that the pr^fs at Haarlem has been 6> 
Jong deprived of ithe /honours to which it had lb 
juftackum. 

But whetheicthe(e.adju£I^GDts be fatisfadory 
•or not, let tjs mdft devoutly thank God for.the 
event. The priming preis is the Gopppa^ of the 
mind ;. fay its nneans alone it is that the regions of 
icience can be duly explored ; that, the fiioals and 
quickfands of error can be^voided s and chat we 

Vol. II. P are 
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are enabkd to fteer in the right track of gentiine 
improvement- 
It is true^ that foon after the printing att was 
b'i h ed in various parts of Europe, the world 
was deluged with ftich torrents of nonfenfe, and 
abfurdities, that fome have regretted the dif- 
covery. But the more defpicable thefe puWi- 
cations, the ftronger the proofs they give us of 
the defpicable ftate of the human mind ; for 
there is not a doubt but* every author feeking 
either honour or profit, would communicate to 
the pubUc the very beft thoughts hehaxl at com« 
mand. If by comparing the earlier with the 
general ftrain of modern publications, you fhould 
be aftonifhed at our fuperiority, as I think you 
muft be, you ought in juftice to attribute ths 
difference to the invention of the prefs. The 
comprehenfive knowledge which printing has 
enabled every ftudent to obtain, the increafed 
acumen, with which every fubjed is nowinvef* 
tigated, and the freedom of inveftigation in«- 
dulged, give to every idea a full fcope, and 
power to do itfdf juftice. Nor is it poffiblc 
that pernicious error fhould finally ti^iumpb» 
However partial an author may be to his own 
conceptbns $ or however he may be inftrumehtal 
in nourifiiing the abfurd, or interefted prejudice 
of individuals s or however fedu&ive his fo-* 

phiftry 
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phiftry may prove for a time; the public at 
large cannot always rcaiain the dupes of error. 
The public at large defires truth-, and wjierexhc 
fearch after truth is not impeded by arbitrary au- 
thority, every error and falfchood, and pernicious 
principle will finally . be deteAed and expofed^ 
by fome penetrating and generous Ipirit that dc- 
tefts ignorance, falfchood and artifice^ with the in- 
terefted motives that foftw" them \ every fophifin 
will receive an impartial hearing, full invefti- 
gation, and a fubfequent difmiifion* 

Did you but know, my dear Sir, how I have 
been fatiguing my poor brains with thefe abftrufe 
Ipeculations, 1 am fure you would permit me to 
refrefh myfelf. It is the cuftom of you Englifh^ 
in almoft every public bufinefs, to adjourn from 
the church to the tavern ; and why may not. I, 
in imitation of fuch good examples, adjourn 
from inveftigations, almoft as dry as one of your 
fermons, and from devout wilhes quite aS fer- 
vent as the moft fel-vent of your prayers, to a 
couple of bottles of the choiceft Rheiiilh win^. 
They are the laft I have of the growth ot Ril- 
dejheithy and I could not have refervcd them for a 
better occafion. With your leave I Will defcend 
from my ftudy to my parlour to meet a couple of 
friends ; draw the cork, and drink a few glafles 
to the following toafts : 

P % Sup« 



ai2 THE JIHINE. 

Suppofing that the anterior claims of Haer* 
lem have been fully eftablifhed^ I propofe^ 

J. To the triemory of Jan. Laurence CcJfter, 
inventor of the Art of Frinting. — A bumper 
with three cheers. 

a. To the memory of Jan. Faufhis^ and Pe- 
ter Schoeflfef, patron, and principal improver of 
the Art of Printing.— A bumper, with three 
cheers. If you have a mind to add a bumper 
to the two brothers, you may, but no three 
cheers. 

3. The freedom of the prefs.«-*A bumper and 
throe cheers. 

4* May every jufl: and fiberal fentiment be 
nobly exprejfidf and fully imprejfed. 

5. May ho plan of public utility ht JuppreJjfeL 

6. May every inclination to tyrannize be re^ 
frejed. 

7. May merit never be opprejedot deprejfed. 

8. To comprefs all into one toall— ^May 
.every ufeful thought be fully expreffedy and duly 
imprejjid, and neither repreffed^ nor Juppreffed^ 
nor may worth ever be apprejfcd or deprejfed. 

A bxunper, three cheers, ftandiog foot, clink- 
ing glaifesj and then conclude with 



A SONG. 
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A s o N a 
I. 

See riches drculate at will. 
By cmnzgt, and by mmting: 
The Printing Art is nobler ffill. 
Truth aiculzxcs by printbg. 

CHORUS. 
The Printing Art, Sec. 

II. 

Since troth is trDth> as all allow^ 
It cannot foffer Minting : 

Pernicious Error rears her brow ; 
When tyrants finit printing* 

Choilvs. Pemidous £rror> &c. 

III. 

Since f ree^m's fdf fofne&nea foni jnad> 
The thon^t la well worth hinting : 

Let nfefol truths be modeft clad ; 
And then go on with printing. 

Chdkus. Let ufeful^ &c. 

IV. 

Bat Vice, yonll fay, mdk Udeoos lepr. 
At Viitne will be /f Minting i 

Well, if Vice fquints, and looks (b queer s 
We'll w^ h^r fight with Frindng, 

C H O JL U S. 

Wdl, if Vice. Quints, and looks fi> queerj 

We'll mend her fight with Printing. 

Pi L ETTER 
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LETTER XLIII. 



FVankfort. 



THE day after ouf trip to Wifbadcn, wc 
determined to vifit Frankfort, where, as we 
were informed, a large concourfe of ftrangers 
was already affemblcd, and great preparations 
were' making for the.eledion of an Eoiperor. 
Our original plan was to travel by land as far as 
Mentz, to difpofe of our carriage, and return 
by water to Bonn or Cologne, But our curiofity 
being excited by the favourable reprefentations . 
given at the publick table of the city of Frank- 
fort, and its extraordinary brilliancy, upon fo 
extraordinary an occafion \ and its being further 
fuggefted that Frankfort was at this period the 
moft promifing market for the {ale of our poft- 
chariot, we refdved to deviate from the firft plan 
by fpending a few days in that city. 

The diftance from Mentz to Frankfort is 

about 3£ miles. The road is very pleafant, and 

part of it is peculiarly interefting, as it leads 

' over 
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over hills that arc produftivc of the moft coftly 
grapes. Soon after we had repafled the river^ 
and quitted the Hamlet on its oppofite fide^ we 
afcended the hills of Hockbeim. Hockheim is a 
finall village^ about fix or feven miles diftant 
from Mcntz. The richeft wines, according to 
your Englifli eftimation, are the growth of this 
diftrid : the greater part of its vintage is rc- 
ferved for your confumption, and gives the name 
of Old Hocky not only to its choiceft juices, but 
to all the Rheniih wines, good, bad, and in^* 
different, that are confumed among you, at 
ftich exorbitant prices. In confequencc of a 
certain and rapid fale abroad, the choicer wines 
are by no means cheap at their fource. Ge« 
nerous Rhenifli will coft from as. 6d. to 3$. the 
bottle, either at Mentz or at Frankfort. 

As we pafled through the vineyards, where 
die fun, die light, the air, the foilj were all 
bufily at work to pump, to aflimilate, to fla- 
vour, to ripen, wc lamented that it was too early 
in the feafon for us to tafte the fruits of their 
labours, or to be witncffes to the joys of the 
vintage, when troubles and forrows are lofl in 
• mirth and gaiety. 

About half way from Mentz, as we had 

pafled through a decent village, we were ftruck 

with the appearance of a fplendid manlion on 

P4 our 
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our right hand. Its fi^litary magnificence leemed* 
proudly to infult every dwclKng of not onJy the 
furrounding diftridt, but of every town and vil-, 
lage in our road. Numerous were the patriotic, 
remarks we made upon this occafion. We were 
calculatiag the fums which arbitrary power and 
princely pride, rauft hay? extorted fncKii the hard- 
band of honcft induftry, to raiife this ftately pile. 
But \ol ffc learned upon /enquiry, that the 
foundation and fupenftraftxire^ and fiatues and 
fountains, and elegapt pallifades and fmiling^ 
gardens^ wc« all the legitioriate offspring o£ 
commerce ! That the luxury of die noftrilj had 
enabled an individual admini&eriBg to this 
luxury, to employ a finall pardon of its aiinplc 
fortune in erefting this elegant houfe of retire- 
ment. In iWt, it was the country feat of thaq 
telebfatcd Italiai^, BojMganf^^ho is deemed the 
moft capital merchant of Frantfor-t ; particu- 
larly in the articles of fouff acod tobacco. Cra* 
venna, of Amftcrdam, whofe uncxpefted misfor- 
tunes obliged him to difpofe of onQ of the moft 
valuable libraries in Etwrope, had married hi? 
daughter. I am happy to ir^forni yo« that 11109 
gentleman's commercial affairs arc rcioftated, 
but alas ! the elegant library is difperfipd for 



ever.* 



t Mr. Cravcnna died fincc the above wa« written. 

Upon 
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Upon the information that thi$ noble edifice 
bdooged to a merchant^ the rcgifters of our 
brains were immediately changed: Our ideas 
played a more chearful tune^ and we e}^atiated 
with glee upon the immenfe advantages of 
commerce^ when the molt trifling of all the 
artificial wants becomes a iburce of induitry 
and wealth. 

But not to detain you longer on the roa4» 
behold us arrived at Frankfort. 

This city is venerable for its great antiquity, 
being one of the oldeft towns in Germany, 
and it has rendered itfelf refpeftable by the 
riches and influence which brifk commerce 
brings with it. Although it is an imperial city, 
_yct it enjoys great privileges, and is exonerated 
from thofe numberlefs taxes and impolitions, 
which are io detrimental to trade. Hence does 
the fmall river that flows by it's walls, become a 
more plentiful fource of wealth to its inhabitants, 
than the nughty Rhine itfelf^ to any of the cities 
we had feen placed by its borders. 

Freedom of fpecch and brifknefs of trade 
fecm to have communicated freedom to the 
manners, and bfifknefs to the very countenances 
of the inhabitants. In all places of general re- 
fort, at the public tables, cofFee-houfcs, aflcm*.- 
a blies 



Il8 ^ THE RHINE. 

blics and theatres, there is much lefsreftriint 
in manners or convcrfation. This difference 
appeared to us very confiderable, compared 
with every other city we had vifited. 

In confequence of the riches introduced by 
commerce, this town, notwithftanding it is fo 
very ancient, keeps itfelf in good repair. Al- 
though cnoft of the houfes are built in the antique 
form, the upper ftories proj^ifting over the 
lower, and although the materials of moft arp 
timber, lath and pi after, yet as there is a frcfh- 
ne& upon their faces, and as the principal ftreet^ 
are wide, they are not altogether deftitute of 
cither beauty or majcfty. 

The town is alfp ornamented and rendered 
fpacious by three large fquares, in which arc 
placed the houfes of the more opulent mer- 
chants, and fome hoffs or palaces of the neigh-* 
bouring Princes, 

The principal houfes are built of red or white 
ftone, fome of theft are very fumptuous. The 
two inns diftinguilhed by the appellations of the 
Red Houfe^ and the fVhite Houfe^ are known to 
moft travellers, and are ranked among the firfl: 
inns in Europe. Our addreft was to the Red 
Houfe, but art the apartments in both thefe 
hotels were either occupied or engaged to PrinceSji^ 
Counts, and Barons, againft the elcftion of the 
^ Emperor, 
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Emperor, Wc therefore drove to the White- 
Swan^ at no great diftance from the bridge which 
is thrown over the Maine. This houfe began 
to fill with the overflowings of tlie others j but 
wc were fortunately in time to engage conve- 
nient apartments, and we had every reaibn to be 
fatisfied with our accommodations. 

To thefe marks of iupcrior riches within the 
walls may be added the appearances without: 
The city is not encumbered with fuburbs, but 
furrounded with the country feats and pleafure 
gardens of the richer inhabitants. With thefe 
are intermixed public houfes, and gardens for 
citizens of the fecond clafs, refembling the tea- 
drinking houfes which furround your metropolis. 
After having taken a circuit round the town, oii 
the fecond day of our vifir, we attempted to re- 
frefli ourfelvcs at one of thefe j but all the rooms 
were pre-occupied by the fatellites of fomc of 
the German Princes. 

I need not tell you that the Germans arc infi- 
nitely more fecial in their difpofitions than the 
Dutch. The richer clafs indulge, both in town 
and country, to more feftivity and more fecial 
intcrcourfe with their acquaintances, than is 
cuftomary among us : and the lower orders often 
form their parties, and enjoy rural excurfions, by 
vhi€h> while they amufe thcmfelves, they en- 
• liven 
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liven the (cene to the eyes of a fpeftator. Yoo 
hflvc no idea pf the ftillncfs and quiet of a Dutch 
cowtiyJifc Th(t>ugh vxfT nj^rchwts (Jp not 
appear at any thne ia a great bu^lfj yet thegr> 
r^e (o their cpuatry fefits, in order tp ^efiJQy 
ipfi(nde i Jiili(f{iis Ueviu ; and many q£ ^m\, 
notwithftanding the number of hpfie$ that wt 
praocif^ in their ftaUes^ and variety 9^ car- 
riages in their remife, are joft cocnre^d iftm 
town to country, and from pouatry to town* 
vltbout furveying the country arpun^ fhem^ or 
enjoying »ny Ipcicty j tntccpting it be fomc 
brar^ch of their family^ once or twice in a 
. i^alpq, 

I took a Iblitary walH laft (ununer in (be 
neighbourhood of Haerlem> which abounds witii 
tb^fi: country houfes ; and the perfe£): ftiJilncfi 
and tranquility that prevailed^ as I pafltxi frqm 
feat to fca;^ ftruck me ia forcibly, that ^t firi^ I 
began feverely to cenfure, in my own mindj thi» 
felfiHx unfocial difpofition of my neighhoyrs. 
At length, as in every fubje£t it is good to vie^ 
Mch fide of the qucftion, I confidered jsnyfetf 
fisone of theic retired gentlemen, walking ji)hi$ 
jgarden with his night-gown and flippers, and 
widi his ever faiihful pipe in his mouth 5 or fit- 
ting upon a neatly painted bench, i^ 2ijmhe^ 
hrcjsau^ ruminating upon the placid joy$ of his 

- fituation^ 



n 
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Ikuatiofl, and comparing therti with the hoifiet 
Imftle of more aftive charafbtrs, until the kit- 
lowing anfwer to the infult of an Englilhman'i 
criticiTm fiiggefted ttfclf j with which, however 
tmfatisfaftory it may be to you, I am pcrftraded 
iny neighbours would be completely fktrsficd. 

you talk of .fife's ^urrent» each fkorm and each Qrouble ; 
ff^e find it a lake that fcarce raifes a Bubble ! 
Tou live in a hurricane^ fond of commotions, 
fFe fit in our flippers, and laugh at yoiM* notions. 
Nrcjactt's the motto for cadi country houfe, 

. Jti^fn i^^— here wis lie as ilill as a sioufe. 

. We itti^ite ndthcr ftrangcr, nor friend I nrnfl own ; 
Bat then we are quiet and let them adoile !-<-> 
The mortal is cenfured, whofe whimfical head, 

^ Compofes his Epitaph e'er he is dead ; 

BtLfcoe can do this, without whim or caprice ;— 
We are i/m^ while we ik/t — live as long as we pleafe ! 

. . Tho' the firiokc from ont pipes fhews weVepow'r to draw 
breathy 
Few know that we've lived till /i&^ itf^^ ew»r i/^^r/^ 
Then Aanfpreckers prove it, with much pomp and pride^ 

• We muft /a/f have lived, or We could not have died f 

Aanfprcekcrs are a kind of Undertakers; at 
.jpcrfons appointed to announce births and deatlis 
to all the families who have the moft diltant ac- 
quaintance or conneftion with the parties. Thcj 
drefs like their domines, or clergymen, in hlacfcl 
with a black ck^k and a band- By their pe^ 
dantick vociferations at the doors of our houfcs, 

they 
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they frequently make noife enough to awaken 
die apparently dead. Moralifts remark that wc 
feldom know our bleffings until they are taken 
from US; and I afTure you it has often happened 
to me not to know that I had been blefTed with 
that great comfort, a quiet and refpedtable 
neighbour, before his final departure was an- 
nounced to me by one of thcfc Aanfpreekers. 

But to return from Haerlem to Frankfort, 
The dodrines of Martin Luther, are the efta- 
blilhed orthodoxy of this place. Becaufe Manln^ 
with juft and indignant zeal^ fhook off che ty- 
rannic yoke of the Roman church, his followers 
mod tenacioufly believe that he was lucky enough, 
by his fole efforts, to fhake off every poflible 
error, and retain every minuteft truth of Chrif- 
. tianity. Confcquently they, in their turn, con- 
fidcr the Calvinifts as heretical innovators. While 
the Roman Catholics enjoy their principles and 
Worlhip in full liberty, and have their churches, 
and monafteries, and nunneries in copious abun- 
dance, the Calvinifts are obliged to refort to 
Saxenbaujen^ which is a hamlet on the oppofite 
fide of the Maine, to enjoy public worfliip in 
peace and tranquility. Luckily fome of the 
Ticheft inhabitants are of thisfeft, and the num- 
ber of coaches that condud them to their con- 

vcntijcle. 
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vcnticle, demonftratc that if they poflTcfi lefs 
truth, they are fomewhat indemnified by a larger 
portion of wealth. Whether the Lutherans would 
bp jncK)re charitably difpofed towards the Roman 
Catholics, if the frtc toleration of them had not 
been a condition of their cxclufivc privilege, I 
know not. Perhaps they might. Small points of 
fimilarity have fometimes a great cffeft. The 
one believing in Con, and the other Irjiffubftan- 
tiation, they certainly have fome right to unite 
in brotherly love, and fall foul upon thofe who 
belieye in no Jubjiantiation at alL Befides, Lu- 
therans being aggreffors in the quarrel with the 
mother church, may naturally entertain a more 
tolerant difpofition towards their ancient parent, 
to feveral of whofe forms and ceremonies they 
ftill adhere, than is due to upftarts that dare at- 
tempt to improve upon their fyftems of religion. 
There is one thing in which the difciples of 
Peter, Martin and John are agreed, in moft 
parts of the continent, that is, in rejedting the 
morality of the fabbath, or the neccflity of keep- 
ing every part of it as a day holy unto the Lord. 
Qf the three, Calvinills are the moft decent, and 
the. Cadiolics moft prone to make it a day of 
s^mufement. In Holland, private circles indulge 
in concerts, or parties at cards ; but atFrankfort, 
the Lutherans, conformable to the cuftoms of 

Catholic 
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Cathofic countries, admit of public balls, plays,^ 
and op^-as. Without entering into die queftion 
concctning the moral obligaeioi^ of keeping the 
Sunday with that degree of ftriftnefs with which 
k is ftill obferved m England, I entertain upon 
Ac comparifon, the fuMeft convidion ^f it^ 
grcatcft KrfA'/y. if religion be inrportant, fiomc 
attention ought to be paid to it, and fotne time 
muft be devoted to tfiis attention, and if the day, 
which common confent and the laws of the 
tountry hatr: ict apart for the purpofe be em- 
ployed in amufemems, no one will pretend that 
he fupplies the dcfeft, by curuiling an equal 
portion of time from his fecular concerns. It itf 
true, they may go to church and hear a fermon j 
but it is alfo troe that let them go to church and 
hear two fermons per day, for the bcft parts of 
their Hvcs, they could profit litde, without fome 
portion of time- being deftined to recoUcdion. 
Let the preacher urge, mih all the force of elo- 
quence, the abfolute neceffity of reflection j and 
ccnfure, in the moftferious tcmns, the levity and 
diflipation of the age, they may admire the dif- 
coin-fe, but they will immediately dance, Gt 
fiddle off the impreffion. Befides, preaching, 
as it is now conduflcd in every pulpit of Eu- 
rope, is a mifcrablc fubftitucefor the regular feries 
of private iriftru<flion. Would any one dream 

that 
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that he was a ftudent in phitofoi^ by altteiidihg 
an harangue once a week> concerning the beauty^ 
utUityi and ncceflity of philofophy, or detached 
idiflcrtation^ upon p^ticular parts of it ? Would 
he not atqliire more knowledge by the regular 
attendance of a few months^ ro ibme well chofen 
fyfteoii than by fo vague and defultory a mode 
of ioftruSiion? 1 one^ knew a baker who had 
two fons, both df whonni were fober youths. The 
onecontinued with his father^ and was not known 
to omit going regularly to a place of public wor- 
ihip twice every Sunday^ for the fpacc of five and 
twenty years J looking moft attentively at the 
preacher, at every Sermon. The other was Tent 
to an academy J and. in the fpace oi five years, 
f^ad learned to tnake, as good iermons as any that 
his brother had ftared at. B^des, your method 
in England pf inftru<%ing children and fervants 
in the dutio^ of religion, are thefources of much 
more ord^r^ j3cccncy, obedience, and fidelity than 
could ever be> ^ .xp6<l^ed without it. They repay 
your care witi^a^/r&ion. The concern you fhow 
for their beQ: intqreltwill awaken their attention 
to your ioterefl: i^, their fphere of a&ion. Your 
increafing -complaints may in great meafure bf 
afcribcd to iaaeafing remiflhefs in this article, 
fUid complain as you pleafe^ I am fully con- 
vinced the number of faithful c}9i^^fti<^ ^^ ^^U 
- Vol. II. Q^ much 
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tn\2ch* greater in fuch families as emjJoyapor- 
tion of the Sunday in paying attention to their 
religious improvement, than in tbofe which are 
totally negligent about them. And as I am well 
convinced that thei-c arc many more inftances of 
fcrvice with fidelity and affedtion among you> 
than with us, where the cortduft il univerfally 
ncglefted, I am juftified in attributing it to this 
caiife, 

• Notwithftanding I am ib ftrenuous an advo- 
cate for the religious obfervance of Sundays, yet 
Iby no means*approveof theBluiB-Laws infomi 
of the Airimcaii' States, that forbid a '.man t4 
take a pinch of feufF en that day, a womaii 
to kifs her child, or youths to take a circuit by 
way of a walk in going to chiH*ch; Nor am 1 
ib much of a Puritan, when upon illy travels, ai 
tbrefofe to join in public diverfions, innocent Qi 
themfelves, becaiifc they are enjoyed on a $un^ 
iky. Abfohitc moral obligation- is not ta be 
Mifpenfed with at any time, but the genend 
Ideas of prefej^rtte, Suitability or utility, may be 
allowed to relax- iipon particular occafionsi I 
confcfs thcreforif^tRat We followed the^feultitude 
to the theatre tJjQ rhe Smiday^we M/tre at Frank* 
fort J and "^eliad thfe pleafure to-feea krge, fptt^ 
cious, and not itielegaht, building, crowded witb 
^numbers of tefle^^and' beaux^ Hxitii of- mhabii. 
- •• - ^ • • tants 
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tants and occafional vilitors. The company of 
players from Coblentz joining their forces with 
the one at Frankfort, exerted every effort to 
pleafe. They played the opera of Don Juan, 
tranllated from the Italian. Like many of the 
Italian operas, the piece was abfurd and extra- 
vagant in the higheft degree s but the beauty of 
the mufic lulled the judgment to fleep. I was 
the more entertained as this was the firft fpeci- 
men I had enjoyed of the extreme foftnefi of tha 
German language when Ijpoken to any degree 
of perfeftion, and as conne6ted with mufictl 
compofition. Nor had I any conception that 
thofe harfli and rough appearing confonanCs, 
fchm, chls, rrn, dch, &c. could be melted down 
to fo much melody,, by harmonious voices and 
plaintive cadence. 

The public buildings moft worthy of notice 
are the cathedral church of Bartholomew, and 
the Romer or Stadhoufe; and the diftinguiduhg 
merit of thefe confifts in the peculiv offices to 
which they arc deftincd. 

Although the Lutheran is the predominant re- 
ligion, yet this cathedral belongs to the Catho- 
licks. It is a large, and ancient Gothic building, 
faid to have been built by Pepin of France, en- 
riched by Charlemagne, and plundered by that 
Q^a heretic^ 
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heretic Lewis of Bavaria, becaufe the Chapter 
manifeftcd it's attachment to the Pope. He has 
done the bufinefs fo efFe£tually, that fcarcely a 
chuich upon the continent appears more impo- 
verifhed: It has neither ftatues, painting) nor 
altars worthy of notice. The chapel or con- 
clave where the EleftOTs give their fufFragcs, 
and^ that where the Emperor is. crowned, are 

. not more ornamented or in better repair than a 

; negleftcd cloifter ; and the crucifix before the 
grand altar being of brafs, has never been fuf^ 
pefixd of working a fingle miracle. 

- Rbmcr is the name given to the Town-houfe. 
It is an immenfely large Gothic pile, bearing 
the marks of great antiquity. In this building 
all political bufinefs is tranfafted. It has cham- 
bers dcftined to the fcrvicc of the city magif- 
trates for public offices — Chambers for the Diet 
of the Upper Rhine ; a chamber in which the 

• Eledtors deliberate concerning the choice of a 
new Emperor, and the articles of capitulation, 

^or terms to be propofed to the perfon of their 
choice } and a large hall dcftined for great aqd 
public occafions. 

In the chamber of the Eledtors are fo(ne good 

paintings. I recoiled): the ftory of Sufannah and 

the Elders, and Bathfheba in the bath, but I 

cannot rightly comprehend what might render 

. , their 
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their prefencc neceffary during the delibcrationft 
of thefe venerable perfonagcs. The ftory of 
Damocles, the favourite of Dionyfius, placed 
at the fcftivc board, with a dagger fulpcnded over- 
him by a thread, we will fuppofe to be much 
more applicable to their feelings at the time of 
convocation than the preceding. Two other 
paintings are Scipio Africanus reftoring the 
virgin tp her lover, and Sefoftris drawn in a cha- 
riot by captive kings. The firft we will con- 
fider placed there as an example worthy of imi- 
tation^ and the laft as an inftance of haughty 
cruelty to be held in deteftation. 

There are few things worthy of obfervation in 
the grand hall. What principally attradtcd our no- 
tice was a regular fcries of portraits of all the 
German Emperors, from the time of Conrad, in 
the year 900, to the late Emperor Jofeph, whofc 
portrait is already in the fucceffion pf death, 
Thefe ar eplaced in nitches that furroun<Uhe halL 
There remain but two more nitches^ the one 
for the portrait of Leopold, and the other for 
his fucceflbr. 

In the archives of the Romer is depofited the 
famous golden bull of Charles the Fourth. T^i* 
\)u\\ contains the fundamental laws of the Ger- 
manic conftitution. They arc written in the 
J^atin language, upon parchment. Every di- 
Q^ 3 plomatic 
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plomatic aft is upon the continent called a bulU 
The word is derived from the Latin word Bul-i 
la, and originally referred to the feal, by which 
the deed was rendered valid. This is called :he 
golden bull, on account of the golden Imperial 
feal that is affixed to it. The golden bull re^ 
gulatcs the moft material circumftances, relative 
to the eledtion and coronation qf the Emperor, 
determines the rights of the Electors, limits 
their numbers, &c. La Croix obfervcs, con- 
cerning this famous bull, that it pays little at- 
tention to the rights of the people; but that, fmcc 
contefts for dominion over them have frequently 
been fo terrible, and expofcd them to fo much 
nc)ifery, it was of fome moment to regulate 
the appointment of their matter by <bme invari'? 
able rule. 

However this bull merely ierves as a general 
. direftory, without its being implicidy adhered 
|o in every point.^ 

In 

* Monficur La Croix, in his Treatifc pn the diflfercnt 
Conftitutions of Europe, has fpecificd fome of thcfc devia- 
tions. The following cxtradl may be acceptable to the Eng- 
Kfh reader who has not that excellent work before him. 

*' Many of its regulations are aboliihed; thofe, for exam- 
lite, that regulate duels : others have not been put into exe- 
«^tion ; thus the Count Palatine has never exerdfed his 

right 
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In going to vifit the cathedral church, we paf* 
fed by the ftrcet deftined to the fcmi-imprifoa- 
mcnt of the poor oppreffed Ifradites. Thcfc 
people arc too ufeful in a commercial town, to 
be totally eradicated, and therefore they have a 
partial tolerations but religious 2eal induces 
bigotry to perfecutc them as far as felf intereft 
will permit. It is not literally true that they 
are locked up in the ftreets where they re- 
fide every night, and that the keys are con- 
veyed to the magiftrate; but the ftreets are 
inclofed in fuch a manner, that this humili* 
ating deed may be done at pleafure. On cer- 
tain occafions they may not appear out of the 
place appropriated to them, as on the day of 
electing the Emperor : on other occafions they 

right to jadge the criminal caafes of the £m|ipor, although 
it is allotted to him in the Golden Bull : others are changed; 
as that which granted to the Emperor exclufively the right of 
nominating to the vacant ele^oraces. The number of dehors, 
which in the Bull is limited to/even^ has £nce been extended 
CO nim. Again, the eledors do n«t live upon bread and water, 
if they neglcA to chufe a King o^ the Romans within the 
fpace of thirty days, although the law condemns them to a 
regimen fo fevere for fovereigns. Notwithftanding thefe 
alterations, it is confidered* as obligatory in all cafes where 
there has not been an expre(s abrogation with the conient of 
the States.'* 

C$nftitut, iis Prin€ip. it. Tm. I. /. 99. 

0^4 are 
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arc forced out to perform the moft fervilc of5ceS| 
fuch as to fetch water in cafes of fire. The 
principal employnicnt of the multitude is tQ 
fell toys for Chriftian children, and to deal ii^ 
old cloaths. They recpiye yaft quantities from 
England; and mapy an Englifh petit maitre 
ivho walked the ilreet3 of London in a|l the con-; 
fidpnce of drefs^ mig^t behold that very drcf$ 
adminiftering to the pride of a fecond or thir4 
order of people in fon^e part or othcf qf th9 
town of Frankfort. 

One condition upqn vhicK the citizens of 
Frankfort enjoy their cxclufiyp privileges, is to 
provide fuitable lodgings find »cco|[nmpdatjor) 
for the ele£tors and their retinue, at the time of 
the eledion; for which a fmall acknowledg- 
ment is pai^d, amounting to not more than fix 
guilders, * that is to fay, between eleven and 
twelve fliillings per month. The town prefcnt^ 
to the Emperor a butt of the choiceft fthenilh 
wine. Spme 9f the citizens attempted, during 
the eleiftion qf the prefent Emperor, to indem- 
nify themfelyes, by denn^nding five pence per 
pound for ^11 the meat that might be confumed 
by thofe in a public charafter. This demand , 
was deemed fo enormous, that feveral of the 
^Ipdor^ provided their own cattle. 

Apartr 
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Apartments arc engaged many months before 
(he time^ and to prevent miftakes and confufion,, 
the arms of the djffcjrent fkftqrs arp placed upon 
f he doors, with the infcription Cbur Triers ^ Cbur 
MentZy Cbur Baviere, (^c. that is the eleftor of 
Treves, of Mentz, of Bavaria^ &c. In ibmepaits 
we obferved that half of a ftreet was engaged by 
the eleftors. The hote]s of fhe foreign ambaf- 
fadors have alfo their arms placed before the 
gates. 

The grand advantage that accrues to the citi- 
zens, ^ifes ffom the immenfc concourfe of 
ilr^ngers affembled to view the folemnities on 
the occafion. Not only is the increafed con- 
fumption, united with the advanced price of 
provifions, a fource of wealth, b\it thofe who are 
fo fortunate as to have their houfes fituated in 
the principal ftrcets, through which the pro- 
ceffions are made, gain very confiderably. It is 
not unufual to demand three hundred Lx>uis 
d'ors for the benefit of a room containing three 
windows in front, or from one to five Louis 
d'ors for a fingle place, according to the rank of 
(he ftranger, and advantages of fituation. 



1 
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LETTER XLiy. 



Frankfort. 

AS wc were at Frankfort in the midft of 
thofe bufy prqparations for the£le<5tionand Coro« 
nation of the Emperor, without having it in our 
power to be fpedbuors of the fcenes, we en- 
deavoured to fupply the lofs, by making every 
epquiry concerning a ceremony which is deemed 
fp auguft, and is peculiar to the German Em- 
pire. I have been fo fortunate as to obtain 
information which I am aflured is perfeftly 
authentic* Some of thefe materials were col- 
leded previous to the ceremony^ and fonne 
were communicated by fpedators, whofe high 
rank placed theoi. in the mod favourable 
fituation for enquiry. The beft account of the 
proceedings relative to the Eleftion of a Ger- 
man Emperor, I have hitherto met with, is to be 
found in Penning^ s Geography j but by com- 
paring it with the materials before me, I per- 
ceive it to be very defeftive in fcveral intcreft- 
ing particulars, and therefore fhall make no 

apology 



T H B R H I H£. 235 

apology for communicating the following^ as 
more circumftantial and accurate. 

Some of the cuftoms ftill continued^ are fo 
abfurd that they excite a fmile while we con* 
template them, but I am refolvcd notwithftand- 
ing the many ludicrous ideas which naturally 
prefent themfelves, that the narrative Ihall not 
be interrupted by any comments of my own,, 
You will think with me, that it muft be rather 
humiliating for the moft enlightened part of 
the Empire to fubmit to forms and ceremo- 
nies, which having loft the principles and 
manners, that introd\]ced and gave them ori- 
ginally an importance, now appear fo childilh 
and abfurd. 

However imprudent it may be deemed, to 
break through fuperftitious prafticcs, confed- 
erated by the obfervance of fo many ages, yet 
you will enquire ought ntft the perfonages of 
the^ prefent century to refleft, in due time, that 
as the increafing light of every period difFufes 
jufter ideas of propriety, it would be wife to 
abolifh cuftoms which inftead of communi- 
cating dignity to a ceremony intended to be 
the moft auguft and folemn, muft in a few 
years render it the fubjedt of univerfal ridicule ? 

It is true, an adherence to thefe antiquated 
forms and ceremonies, may always afford fome 

^miifement 
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amufement to the reflefting mind that confi(icrs 
them as an exhibition of ancient manners^ and 
of the fupcrftitious principles of diftant times ^ 
but when the firft perfpnages in the Empire 
aft the moft confpicuous parts in thefe public^ 
ejdiibitions^ they fink themfe^ves down to a 
level with the Aftors in Thefpis' Cart, or the 
reprefentatiyes of Lady Codifia^ and Biihop 
]3}aze. ♦ But tp proceed. 

The Eleftion of the Germaii Emperors and 
Kings of the Roman9> together with the Cere- 
monies of their Coronation, and anointing, took 
place for a feries of years in the Imperial City 
of Aix la Cbapelle. In former times thefe fo« 
Icmnities were performed at Cologne^ Ratijbon, 
jfugjburg, and other Cities of the Empire : but 
they are now confined to Frankfort on fke Main^ 
and conftitute one of its cxclufive privileges, 

Upon the death of an Etpperor, the Eleftor 
of MentZy ia the quality of Chancellor of the 
Empire, and Direftor or Pfefident of the Elec- 
torial College, announces the eyent tp every 

* As all the cercxnpnics mentioned in this and the fol- 
lowing letter were omitted, upon the ElecVion of the prefent 
Emperor, which took place fince thefe letters were written, 
it is to be prefumed that they will not be revived upon a future 
occafton, and perhaps this narrative may be cpnA4^red as a 
hiftory of what is /«/?, never to be repeated. 

diyifioq 
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diviiion of the Empire. He ifTues out alio a 
fummons for the Eledion of a new Emperor. 
According to an exprefs injiln£tion of the 
Golden Bull^ the interval may not extend be- 
yond three months ; but the injundion is not 
ftridly obferved. The Eledors alTemble at 
Frankfort^ either in their own perfons^ or by 
their reprefentatives^ of whom each Eleftor may 
appoint two or three in number. It is feldom 
that any of the fecular Eleftors appear in . per- 
fon> but the different offices allotted to the 
Spiritual Elediiors will not admit of their ab* 
fence. Deputies are alfo appointed from the 
other States, Principalities, and free Cities of 
the Empire; and if any foreign Potentate 
thinks himfclf peculiarly intereftcd in the choice 
he fends his reprefentative to watch the pro- 
ceedings of the College. 

When thefe ele^aorial pcrfonages are aflem- 
bled, the Imperial Infignia, cpnfifting of the 
Crown, the Sceptre, the Sword, the Globe, and 
other articles to be mentioned hereafter j which 
are ufed only upon fuch occafions, are conveyed 
from Nuremburg and jUpc la Cbapelle to Frank* 
fort. The conveyance of thefe is attended with 
much pomp and ceremony. They are placed 
in a fplendid car j their condudors are efcorted 
by a numerous guard from diftri6t to diflxift, 

and 
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and are received in every city through which 
they pafs, with ringirig of bells and other de- 
monftrations of joy. The Elcdbor of Mentz 
irext appoints the time in which their delibera- 
tions previous to the Eleftion, (hall commence, 
Thefe are held in the Town-hoirfc or RSmer, 
In a chamber deftlned folely to this purpofe. 
They relate to ^'the State of the Empire, the 
changes it may* be pertinent to m;jke, and con- 
fequently the new conditions to be propoftd to 
the Candidates for the tmperiai Honour ^ the 
following are the terms that render My one 
eligible* 

Firft, The female fex is excluded.— adly. The 
future Emperor muft be A Gemnan by birth.^ — 
3dly, Of the higher Order of Nobilny.-^4thiy, 
A Secular Prinee.-^5thly, A Pfofeflbr of the* 
Chriftian Religions but without diftinftion of 
Scfts.— 6thly, And he muft be of Age. 

On the day previous to the Eleftion, the 
whole Magiftracy of Frankfort, the Burghers, 
and the Garrifon of the City, muft take an 
oath of fealty to the Eleftors ; by which 'they 
acknowledge, that during the time of Eleftion, 
the Elcftoral College is their Sovereign. The 
Elcftors alfo publifh an edift commanding all 
ftrangers of each fex, of whatever rank or 
charaflcT' they may be, to retire fromthe'Ciry, 

until 



until the Eleftion fhall be made. The Am- 
baiEdors of Kings, Popc'j. Nuncios, and De- 
puties from the different States and Cities of 
the Empire, are fubjeacd to the Edift. This 
jfegulation is manifeftl^ to prevent any Poten- 
tate, whofe rednue is fometimes very confider-- 
able,. from raifmg difturbances to interrupt or 
influence the Eledion. Tliey .retain however 
the power of obliging their. particular frienda 
and conneAions, to whom they give printed 
certificates of protedion^ In the ^ening o£ 
their departure, the gates aoe fliut, and the keys 
depofited in the Palace of. . the Eleftor of 
Menc2., The decifion being made, the. gates 
are thrown opens Urangers are re-admittod>; 
the' Deputies are re^inftated ia their refpeftive 
honours, and are invited to aifift «at.the Corona^ 
tion. As a further ,precautioa againfttumuks, 
no wines or fermented liquors of any Icind, 
-may be ibid to the inhabitants, nor naay a Jew 
tefeen in the ftreets. 

Eariy in the morning of the day appointed 
for die Eledlion, all the flxeets are lined with 
ibldiers, particularly thoie ftreets through which 
the procefTion is to be made. At eight o'clock, 
all the bells of the City announce that the Elec- 
tors are proceeding from their different places 
of refidence, to the Romero to be drelTcd in 
a their 
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their habits of ceremony* This proccffion )s 
made on horfeback. The habit of the Seculars^ 
is a long ^pvoollen mantle, of a crimfbn red, 
and faced.with ermine, from the collar to the 
lower borders, and at the fleeves j with a round 
cap of the fame ftufF and colour : The man-^ 
tie of the Spiritual Electors is of fcatkt, but 
of the fame form. Their hood, or cap is 
fquare. Thus equipped they adjourn to the 
Church of Saint Bartholomew, in the following 
order: ift. The Purveyor of the Empire: ad. 
The Lacqueys of the.Eledors, and qualified 
Deputies: 3d, Th^r Pages, with their- Chiefs, 
or Mafter, Pages: 4th, Their Notaries,. Secre- 
taries, and Councellors: 5th, The Cavalry- of 
the Deputation : 6th, And finally, the Elcftors*, 
and Deputies, who ride according to their .re- 
' IpeAive ages -, and the youngeil Eledor takes 
the lead, and the others follow in the cor- 
refpondent order; foremoft in their train, fol- 
lows the Upper Court Marfhall, with a Iheathfd 
fword in his hand, holding the point up- 
wards -i—The Reprcfentative of the Elcdtor of 
Saxony alfo carries a fwoxd in quality of Mar- 
fhall of the Roman Empiie. 

The train is guarded on each fide by the 
lyf or body guards of the Electors. 

1 he Flcftors ve received by the Biihop$ 
and other Ecclefiaftics as they enter the Church, 

and 
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jand are conduded to the Choir : Thofe of the 
Roman Catholick Religion, take their feats 
luider red canopies oppofite to the Altar ; and 
high mafs is performed. When this is ended, 
they aflemble round the Altar; and the 
£le6tor of Mentz adminiilers the ufual oath 
to them. They now adjourn to the Chamber 
of Eleftion, which is termed the Conclave. 
The door is fhut by the Marfliall of the Ewr 
pire^ and guarded by the Imperial Door-keeper, 
with a ftafF in his hand» This honour is al- 
ways conferred upon a Ccunt of fFertber. In 
this Chamber the Eleftor of Mentz colleds the 
fuffrages, and then gives his own. The can- 
didate who obtains the majority of votes is 
declared Emperor. Their determination is aq- 
Aounced to the fuccefsful candidate, in due 
form. No candidate is permitted at this 
period to refide in the City. Leopold^ with his 
.retinue, remained feveral weeks at a village 
near to Mentz. The tidings of his Eleffcion 
were announced to him by the Prince of Meclo- 
lenburg, brother to the Queen of England^ in 
peribn. They return to their different abodes 
with the fame ftate^ and in the fame order as 
before 5 and the day is clofed with every pub- 
lick dcmonftration of fa(isfadion and joy. . 

As much procraftination would be attended 
'With enormous expences, and might prove de« 

Vol. II. R uimental 
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trknental to the general intereft of the Empire; 
an early day is appointed for figning what is 
ternnted the Capitulation. This contains the 
articles propofed by the Electors, which the 
new Emperor fwears a folemn oath to obfcrve, 
and CO which he affixes his fignature. Thefc 
articles were previoufly figned by the Deputy 
of the Emperor, as Eleftor of Bohemia, in the 
name of his matter. 

The day appointed for the immediate fignature 
of the Emperor is very auguft. The Eleftors, 
and Deputies, with the Ambafladors from the 
different courts, &c. form a cavalcade to meet 
the new Chief of the Empire, at a confidcrablc 
diftance from Frankfort, and they efcort him 
to the City, feated in a Coach of State, as 
grand and as rich in ornaments, as ingenuity 
can invent, and money purchafej attended hy 
his own numerous retinue, and furrounded 
with the acclamations of thoufands and ten 
thoufands. They proceed immediately to the 
Conclave in Saint Bartholomew's Church i the 
Oaths are taken 5 the Articles are fubfcribed ; 
and the general fatisfadbion is manifefted by 
feftivity, and other demonftrations of joy: — 
which affords me too favourable an opportunity 
of fuipending my narrative to be omitted. 

LErrsit 
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Letter iir. 



• Frankfoft; 

'THE Emperor himfelf* appoints the dajr 

for his folemn coronation ; which is gcncfrally 

an early da/. The eleftion of the prefent 

Emperor * was on Friday the ad of Odloben 

He took the oath on Monday, and appointed 

the Friday following for his publick inftal- 

ment. The moderAs fcrupulotifly adhere to 

the forms obferved in ancient times ; and the 

ancients united with every circumftancc of 

Worldly fplendoUr they eould devile^ the aid of 

religious ceremonies, prevalent in fuperftitious 

ages. The iniignia mentioned above are brought 

but of their fepofitory. Their intrinfic value 

IS enhanced by the circumftances of their being 

deftined to the folemn ceremonies of this day 

^lone, ^ Some of thefe afe deemed effentialj and 

they give a validity to the coronation, by their 

being Confidered as figures and emblems of 

• This letter was written before the death of Leopold, . , 

R a the 



244 4 H £ It H I 9 £• 

the vaft powers, with which the Sovereign of 
the Empire is now invefted. They confift of 
Imperial Infignia and Imperial Relicks. 

The Imperial Infignia are the following : 
I. The Imperial Crown, of pure gold, which 
originally weighed about fourteen pounds ; but 
this weight being too oppreffive for modern 
heads, it is now reduced to eight pounds. The 
jlimmit is terminated by a ring or circle* The 
front is ornamegted with the crofs. It is 
divided into eight compartments, in which a 
large number of unpolifhed diamonds are 
t-anged. 

a. The Sceptre, terminating, at the upper 
extremity, in the form of an acorn, with fix 
leaves J of which three ftand credl, and three 
incline downwards, alternately^ This is ot 
filVer highly gilt ; but time and repeated ufe, 
have, towards the handle, effaced the gold. 

J. The Imperial Globe ^ which is a ball of 
gold, weighing three marks and half an ounce, 
and fo large as to fill the grafp of a full grown 
man. It is divided into three compartments, 
by a ridge of gold, and terminates in a Crofs 
fimilar to that on the Crown. This Globe was 
originally intended as an emblem of univerfal 
dominions and was^ termed Jignum Imperii 
criis terrarufk. 

4- The 
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• 4. The Sword of Charles the Great, that is 
Charlemagne ; on which is infcribed the motto 
Cbriftus vincit, regnaty imperat. The guard 
is ornamented on the one fide with the figure 
of an Eagle, and on the other with a Lion 
with Two Tails. 

5, The Imperial Garments. Part of diefe 
are the fame formerly worn by Charlemagne. 
They confift of a Long Robe of Silk, richly 
embroidered with gold, and adorned with 
valuable jewels:— a Clofc Coat, called the 
Dalmatica, which the new Emperor wears under 
the apron; — 3. fmall filken drefs called the^/^4, 
which the Emperor throws over the mantle* 
It is a part of the drefs ufed at the celebration 
of the mafs. It is worn in confequence of the 
Emperor being always appointed Canonicat^ or 
Canon of Saint Mary's Apoftolick Church, at 
Aix^ and as thus belonging to the clerical 
order : — The Stole^ a long band Icveral fingers 
in breadth, which is hung acrofs the fiioulders : 
•—The Imperial Rings, which on this occafion 
are placed upon the Emperor's fingers— The 
Gloves and Shoes of Charlemagne. 

As Charlemagne was a very large man, many 

parts of this drefs are much too large for moft 

of his fucceflbrsi but they are adjufted as 

well as can be admitted, to the fize of the 

R 3 new 
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new Emperor, the day before. The circ^utn- 
fiances of the day give an importance to thefc ^ 
infignia, and enable Imperial head and (houlders 
to liiftain-T-Hthe aukward load which would be 
inTupiportabie upon more common occafions. 

The Imperial Relicks are— a piece of the 
manger in which our Saviour was laid at hit 
birth ^-^-a part of the chain with which the Apof- 
tles Paul and John were bound in prjfon j— a 
piece of the table cloth which was ufed by 
Chrift and his difciples at the laft fuppcrj;— *• 
a portion of the napkin, ufed by our Saviour 
when he w^fhed the difciples feets-r-a tooth of 
John the Baptift, and a bit of the garment he 
wore in the wildernefs ; — eSomc (horns belong- 
ing to the crown of thorns; — the iron point 
of the fpe^r with which our Saviour was pierced 
on the crofs j-^a bit of the crofs j-^an arm of 
Saint Anne i — a dagger of Saint Mauritius'. 

All thefc Sacred Relicks, and the above Im-r 
perial Infignia ^re depofited in the Church of 
the Holy Ghoft at Newenburg ; But the four 
following are preferved in the Imperial City of 
AixlaChapelle, viz. — the fword with which Peter 
cut off the ear of Malchus i — the Dagger and 
Girdle of the Emperor Charlemagne \ — a box 
filled with earth impregnated wi^h the bjood qf 

* th^ 
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the Holy Martyr Steven :«—»The four Golpels 
written with Letters of Gold, 
. The fword of Saint Maurice is carried in the 
proceffion ; the other relics are merely exhibited 
tk the public upon this folemn occafion. "^^ 

The morning of the great and important day 
is uihercd in, like the preceding, by the early 
arrangement of the military. At eight o'clock, 
the burghers, under arms, take their refpeftivc 
ilations -, and all the bells in Frankfort announce 
the commencement of the folemnity. The 
three ccclefiaftic eledlors, that is, the Elcdtors of 
MentZj Treves^ and 0/^^»^,drefled in the elefto- 
ral robes, accompanied by numberlefs bifhops, 
abbots, and other clerical brethren, and followed 
by a whole retinue of dependants, repair to the 
church of Saint Bartholomew, in order to re- 
ceive the new Emperor. T he fecular eledtors, or 
their plenipotentiaries, the firft in the eledtoral 
mantle, the laft in the ufual drefs of men of 
diftinftion, proceed to the Romer, accompanied 
with their lacqueys in fiimptuous liveries, and 
theic other dependants in grand gala j when they 
join the Emperor, and his attendants, confifting 
of the firft perfonages in the German States* 
They now commence their cavalcade. At the 
inftant they come out of the Romer, an hundred- 
R 4 pieces 



M.^» THB RHINB« 

pieces of caitnon; are.difchargcd from the ram* 
parts^ in three rounds; eaph s the bells rmg^ and 
trumpets arc founded from every fteeplc. Thefe, 
together with the huzzas and fhouts of the mul* 
titudr, pi^oclaim to all the furrounding diftridi 
that the grand procei&on is begun. 

The following order is obferved in the cavaU 
cade: 

!• The Provoftof the Empire takes the lead, 
with the ftaff of office in his hand, attended by 
the Imperial pioneers i two body guards; the 
Purveyor of the Eleftor of Brunfwick, with thi 
lacqueys belonging to the deputation; the 
Eleftor of Brandenburg's Purveyor and lac*o 
queys ; thofe of all the fecular eleftors, ac- 
cording to their rank 5 the livery fervants of the 
Emperor ; the Pages of the Eleflor of Brunf* 
wick i the Pages of the other ele&ors ; the Head 
Marfhal bf the Emperor; the Head Marfluds 
of the ecclefiaftic dehors, with their ftaffs^ 
the counfdlors, fecretaries of legadon, knights^ 
&c. belonging' to the empire, and to the 
de£loral ftates, on foot and uncovered; the 
Princes of the Empire on foot and uncovered ; 
the Imperial trumpeters and kettle drummers on 
horfeback 5 th« Imperial heralds on horfeback ; 
the deputies or plenipotentiary reprcfcntatives of 
abA»i( elc(9;ors, on horfeback; the officers of 

the 



THE RHINE. ^9 

the empire, with their refpeftive infignia, viz. 
Imperial Hereditary Caterer bearing the globcp 
placed in the centre; The Hereditary Cham* 
berlain of the Empire^ with his fceptre, at hi$ 
right handi and the Hereditary Treafurer, with 
the crown, on his left hand j the Hereditary Cup 
Bearer of the Empire, and the Imperial Hea4 
Marlhal, with the drawn fword of Saint Mau^ 
rice i the Emperor in his private drefs, but with 
a crown on his head, on horfeback, and under 
a canopy, borne by the eldeft magiftrate of tbf 
city, attended by the principal gentlemen of his 
court I his chief Equerry; Captain of the Halber- 
diers ', Captain of the Banners ; and his body 
guards on the right and left^ on foot, and un* 
Mvered. 

As the Emperor enters the church, he is re* 
ceived by the Ele&or of Mentz^ who is tp per* 
form the ceremony of the unftion, in his arcbi<r 
cpifcopal pontificalia ; but the other two in the 
drefs] of the choir. Thefe three archbifhopij 
accompanied by bifhops, and other ecclejdaftics, 
conduA the Emperor to a magnificent feat, and 
the whole train of attendants arrange tKemfelves 
according to their refpe£tive ftations and offices* 
The litany is chaunted. This being ended, 
the Elector of Mentz, with his crofier in hi$ 
hand, approaches the altar, but with his face to^ 

wards 
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^«rards the Emperor, prays, and gives him hi$ 
fecnedi&ion. While he is making the fign of 
the crofs, the chapel refounds with Dotnine e^^ 
audi nos — " We befeech thee to hear us good 
I^rd." Some queftions are now propofed to the 
Emperor, which he anfwcrs;'and he again 
takes his oath to difcharge the duties of his high 
fiation with fidelity and care. Thefe ceremonies 
being finilhed, they proceed to that of anoint- 
ing the new Emperor. All the rcquifite articles 
arc under the fupcrintendance of the Ele<5lor of 
Brandenlfurg, by virtue of his office of Arch- 
chamberlain of the Empire j but the ceremony 
is performed by the Archbi(hop of Mentz. The 
Arch-chamberlain having taken off the upper gar- 
ments, the Archbifhop of Mentz approaches with 
holy oil in his hand, faying fax tibiy and the 
chants anfwer 6? cum fpritu tuo. He then 
anoints the ele<5ted Emperor fcven times : to wit, 
\ipon the crown of his head, on the breaft, on 
the neck, the fliouldcrs, the arms, elbows, and 
palms of his -hands, concluding with the bene- 
didtion Vivat Rex in Eternum. The garments 
of the Emperor arc fo formed that thefe part? 
are cafily expofcd. 

The folemn aft of coronation is next per- 
formed. This is alfo the office of the Eleftor 
of Mentz, affifted by the two other fpiritual 

cleftors. 
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dc<?^or$. The Anointed returns to the conclave, 
U cloathed in the abovementioned drefs of Char^ 
lemagne, and again appears before the altar. 
The fword of the Emperor Charles is girded to 
his fide. The ring is put upon his finger, the 
globe into his hand, and the crown on his head. 
In his folcmn equipment he again takes an oath, 
smd receives the facrament, as a token that, 
great as he is, he ftands in the prefence of the 
King of Kings. Before he engages in this a£b 
of V orfliip, the crown is taken off by the Eleftor 
of Treves ; is held during the ceremony by th« 
Hereditary Treafurer of the Empire, and after« 
wards tepUced by the Eleftor of Cologne. The 
Emperor being now qualified, performs the firft 
aft of fovereignty by creation of knights. The 
Emperor afcends an imperial throne, erefteJ for 
the purpofe in the church, while the chorifts 
fing Te Deum Laudamus. The knights kneel be-s- 
&re him, and he touches their Iboulders with 
the naked fword. 

They next proceed iji ftate from the church 
to the Romer. The Emperor is how on foot, 
drefled in the garb of Charlemagne, The three 
^cdefiaftic eleftors are neareft his perfon. They 
wallc on a platform extended through every 
^eet they ^re to pafs, and covered with white, 

yellow. 
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yellow, and black cloth, which is afterwards) 
diftributed amongft the crowd. The attendants 
follow in the order defcribed above. 

The coronation dinner is alfo conduced with 
the utmoft imaginable pomp, and is attended 
with ceremonies peculiar to itfelf. 

You rccolleft that the electors of a German 
Emperor were originally officers of his houfe* 
bold, and that in coniequence of their immenie 
wealth, and united influence, fxom/ervants they 
became mafiersy monopolized the power of 
chufing a new Emperor, and made his ele^ion 
dependent on certain obligations propofed by 
tfiemfclvcs. It is eafy to imagine that after they 
had ri&n to fuch a degree of eminence in the 
ftate, the fervile offices in which they were once 
adtually engaged, would become merely nomi- 
nal. They muft naturally have funk into con<- 
tempt if certain privileges and immunities had 
not been annexed to them ; of which the exclu* 
five right to eleA an Emperor is the principal. 
Thcfe eledors, therefore, upon fuch a great and 
iblemn occafion, preferve the Ihadow of their 
employments, by virtue of which they became . 
eleftors. In order alfo to infpire the public with 
the utmoft awe and reverence for the perfbnage 
pf their new creation, they arc obfcrvant of 

every 
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•^very ceremony that elevates him above them<- 
felves. He is ifolated for the day. Although he 
dines in the public hall^ defcribed in the pre^ 
ceding letter, in the midft of the chiefs of the 
^empire, and furrounded with thoufands of fpec- 
Cat<KS, yet he dines alone^ and^every mark of 
honour is diredted towards himfelf. His table 
is elevated fix fteps above the floor. His con- 
foit| if {he be prefent, is placed only three ftep^ 
from the ground, and all the eleAors are ar<> 
tanged in a fimilar manner, according to theif 
degrees of dignity $ thofe who are the neateft in 
dignity are placed at tables neareft to his per^^ 
fon. The remaining princes of the empire, and 
the deputies from the different cities, dine in an 
adjacent chamber* 

• The dinner is ferved up at the Emperor's ta-» 
ble by the counts of the empire, and each of 
die fecular eleftors exhibits a fpecimen of his 
former office, of which the following account 
may aflFord you ibme amufemenc. 
Tht^\t&or oi Bobemiay in quality of DrpAf<»rtfr, 
mounts a horfe richly caparifoned, and rides, with 
a filver or cryftal goblet in his hand, to a certain 
fountain at a fmall diftance from the Rowier, 
which upon this occafion \s made to flow with 
wine, white and red j fills the goblet with wine, 
ftturns, and prcfents it to the Emperor. This part 

L of 
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of the ceremony is> however^ (bmetimes omkte^ 
The remainder of the wine is given over to 'the 
difpofition of the people^ who crowd around 
with great eagcrnefs to fill their veffcb with thk 
precious liquor, and drink health to the Emperor. 
The Cup-bearer receives both horfe and goblet^ 
as a prefent from the Emperor for his trouble. 

The Eledtor Palatine next difcharges his duty 
as Purveyor or Grand Caterer of the Emperor's 
houfehold. He mounts a proud fteed, richly capa- 
rifoned, and rides with four filver di(bes in his 
hand, to a large kitchen erefted upon the occa^ 
fion, where a whole ox is roafted, has fbme 
dices placed upon the diflies, and returns to the 
dinner with them. The remainder of the ox, 
and all the utenfils of the kitchen, are given to 
the populace. — The horfc and plates become his 
own property. 

The ^\t&OT o{ Saxony 2iS Chief or Grand Mar^ 
Ihal of the Empire, mounts his horfe alfo, car^ 
rying a filver meafure and a filver ftriker in his 
hand ; rides to a large heap of oats, fills the 
meafure, ftrikes it oflT that the quantity may not 
exceed, and returns with it. The horfe, mea* 
fure, and ftriker, become his own property^ and 
the remainder of the oats is diftributed amongll 
the multitude. 

The Eledor oi Brandenburg fucceeds to him as 
3 Lord 
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l/>rd High Chamberlain. He rides forth with a 
filver ewer J and a napkin of the fineft linen^ in 
his hand^ to a fountain^ fills the ewer with water^ 
and returns. He is alfo recompenced for his 
trouble with horfe, ewer, and napkin. 

The Eleftor of Brunjwick as Grand Treafurcr 

>f the^Empire, clofes the fccne, by riding amongft 

the people, and fcattering gold and filver medals^ 

ftruck up n the occafion, amongft the crowdj 

—The horfe remains his own. 

The ancient cuftoms and phantoms of fervice 
being duly obfcrvedj the Emperor fets himfdf 
down, in good earneft, tp a more fubftantial dinner^ 
with no other attendants, among the chiefs of the 
empire, than the three ecclefiaftic eledors: — That 
is, of Mentz, as Chancellor for Germany i of Triers 
or Treves, as Chancellor for Gallia^ or ancient 
Gaul; and Cologne, as Chancellor for Ilafy. Each 
of thde has a filver ftaff of office in his hand, to 
which the chancellor's feal is fuipended. This 
feal he takes off, and makes a tender of it to the 
Emperor, by whom it is immediately returned. 
By this form they acknowledge that the high of- 
fice is a grant from the Emperor, and he mani- 
fcfh his good pleafure that they fhould continue 
in it. They officiate as chaplains at the table of 
the Emperor. 

When thefe ceremonies are ended, the arch-p- 

bilhops^ 



bifhops, bifliops, princes, and other nobles ot 
the empire, with the deputies fmm the municipal 
towns, and magiftrates of Frankfort, place them- 
felves at their refpedive tables, and partake of 
the entertainment. 

Towards the evening, the Emperor returns 
in his coach of ftate to his palace; the royal in* 
fignia being carried before him. The fcenc 
concludes with a folemn audience granted 
by the new fovcreign of the empire, to the 
eleftors. They ride each in his coach of ftatc 
to the Imperial palace ; are received at the 
fpot of the ftepa of the principal entrance by 
the Grand Chamberlain, and Grand Marihal 
of the Empire, and are conduded through a 
fuite of rooms, lined with guards, to the audi- 
ence chamben They enter uncovered, but as 
foon as the Emperor puts on his hat, they follow 
his example. Bach has an audience apart, and 
is prefented with a chair. This continues about 
a quarter of an hour. The eleftor is conduAcd 
with the fame ceremony to his coach, and the 
next in turn lucceeds to him. The Emperor 
afterwards returns the vifir, and remains with 
each about the fame fpace of time. He retires 
early to reft, and enjoys as much repofe as his 
hew dignity, the fatigues of the day, and -hurry 

ofibirits will admit. 
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While thefe great perfonages are afting fo 
folemn a part on the public theatre, their fair 
conforts are amufing themfelves in their retired • 
circles. They form affemblies, according to the 
etiquette of which the Emprefs Dowager fits 
at the card table with the ladies of the embafla- 
dors, and the archducheflcs with the princeflcs of 
the empire. Thefe affcmblies are called apart^ 
mmts. 
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LETTER XLVL 



FraakfbrU 

EXCLUSIVE of the numbers that were al- 
ready aflcmbled to aft their refpedive parts in 
the pageantry defcribed in the two preceding 
letters, or to be fpedators of the fcenes, another 
clafs.of ftrangers began to coUeft together, to be 
in readinefs for the approaching Mejfe^ or autumnal 
fair, which takes place in the month of Septem* 
ber, and continues for the fpace of four weeks* 
Upon thefe occafions, the towA is crowded widi 
multitudes from diftant parts of Germany, fomc 
to adminifter, and others to provide for the wants 
of the fix enfuing months* 

Germany is but thinly inhabited in proportion 
to its great extent ; excepting on the borders of 
the Rhine, the large towns are comparatively few, 
and at a great diftance from each other \ the roads 
are bad, and the manner of travelling, which is 
moftly in tedious open waggons, more inconve- 
nient than in any other part of Europe equally 
civilized. Intercommunication is therefore. 

greatly 
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greatly impeded^ and in the winter months to- 
tally interrupted. To counteraft theft incon^- 
veniences as much as pofliblej fpring and au- 
tumnal fairs are held at Frankfort^ in order to 
fupply the exigency of the fouthern parts of 
Germany, and others at Leiffic for the benefit of 
the northern. The hirsofleipfic commence about 
a month later than thofe of Frankfort, are more 
amply fupplied with the various articles of com- 
merce, and are, of confequence, ftill more fre- 
quented* The fituation of Leipfic is more cen- 
trical, as it is furrounded by a larger number of 
towns that look up to it for liipport. ^The inhabi- 
tants of thofe quarters are alfo deftitute of the ad- 
vantages enjoyed by the towns in the more fouihern 
divilion, which being proximate to the Rhine» 
have their various wants more regularly and con« 
ftantly fupplied. The fair at Frankfort, how- 
ever, is very large, is amply fupplied with every 
article of commerce, and frequented by mer- 
chants of great property, who purchafe, upon 
thefe occafions, large ftocks of goods, to dif- 
tribute among an inferior clafs of tradefmen in 
their towns and villages. 

You will, doubtlefs, fmilc when you are told 
that thefe two fairs arc the grand marts for the 
fale of literature. I mud alfo acquaint you that 
a large number of manufacturers are kept in 
pay, in o^'der to multiply thoughts for the fairs. 

S 2 By 
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By thefe indefatigable "labourers feveral thoo* 
iands of volumes, of all forts and lizes^ are an- 
nually made up for fale* The pay is generally 
by meafure, rather than by weight, as lawyers 
are paid with you, fimply by lines and letters, 
whatever thefe may exprefi. However, the 
prices depend in manyvinftances upon the nature 
T)f the work, or the degree of reputation the. 
manufafhjrer may have acquired. Tranfladoni 
ar^e of the lower order^ and will not, as I am in- 
formed, fetch more than two rix dollars, or two 
and a half per fheet. The*next are fmall abridg- 
ments of large works.— Then follows the oppo- 
fite employment, making a large compilation 
from a number of ihnaller publications. Sermons 
ufed forinerly to furoifli a fmall retail trade; 
but thefe, with treatifes on theotogy according 
to the orthodox fyftem, are much upon the de- 
dine. Herefy is rifcn nearly at par* Philofb- 
phical diflertations are alfo upon the decline ^ 
but they ftill bear a decent market price. Gene- 
ral hiftories are quite a drug. Plays and ro^ 
mances incrcafe in numbers and value j and of 
late the authors of political difquifitions have 
confiderably raifed their price. 

You are not to imagine that a poor author 
will venture to trade upon his own foundation. 
He cannot wait fo many months for his money j 
nor dares he to expofe himfelf tQjbe rife and 

fall 
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fall of the market. Moft of them are engaged 
and paid by their principals, who take the whole 
rift: upon themfclves. An editor of note gene- 
rally fends a waggon load of fcience twice a 
year cither to Frankfort or Leipftc^ folded as the 
fheets came from the prels. Thefe are pur-* 
chafed by leffer bookfellers, and diftributed 
over the country by a third clafi of retail yen** 
ders. 

The annual publications at the two fairs 
amount to upwards of five thoufand volumes ; 
land the number of authors is computed to be 
about the fame* This is not improbable, for if 
your writers of abridgments can turn off three 
volumes per annum, a grave compiler will, on 
the contrary, labour three years at a fingle vo« 
lume. A profeffed writer of romances may 
work up about two in one year; but then your 
philolbphic and metaphyfical writers will not be 
able to digeft their fyftems in lefs than three 
or four years. Thus, by nicely adjufting and ba- 
lancing accounts, we may allow that, cseteris pa- 
ribus, every man may fupply the community 
with his volume per annum. 

As a proof of the zeal and afllduity with 
which the Germans apply to the fubjeft of lite- 
rature, I (hall tranfmit to you the following 
particulars relative tp the condudUng of the pe- 
S 3 riodica} 
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riodical work, entitled yilJgemeine Literature Zei^ 
tungj or Journal of General Literature, pub- 
lifhed at Jena. In the year 1790, the number 
of writers employed in that work, including thofe 
who died within the year, amounted to not lefi 
than three hundred and nine. Of thefe, one hun- 
dred and feventeen were profeflbrs in the Gcr- , 
manic and foreign univcrfitiesj ninety-fix in 
higher or inferior ofEces in church and ftate ; 
thirteen clergymen j feven librarians of Princes, 
Counts, &c. fixtecn phyficians ; four dodors of 
mufic ; Icven who have no profeffional charadter. 
The books reviewed in that work amounted to' 
one thoufand eight hundred and five.— Of thefe, 
one thoufand three hundred and ninety-feven 
were written by Germans; four hundred and eight 
were foreign produftions 5 one hundred and fc- 
venty-three were publiihed by fellow labourers. 
The correlponding members of this literary fra- 
ternity in different parts of Europe arc one 
hundred and thirteen in number. 

The Review publifhed at Jena is the principal, 
but not the only one. There are feveral others 
by no means deficient in merit. Its chief rival 
is the Goitivgi/cbi anzeigen von gelehrten Jacben^ 
i. e. Gortingen's Tidings of learned Publications. 
hele are publifhed in numbers, three or four 
tin)esin the week, foas to form about two hundred 

and 



and ten numbers in a year. This literary journal 
IS upon a fmaller fcale than the other. Not 
more than fix hundred^ or fix hundred and fifty 
books are reviewed in it annually, but it is well 
conducted. 

I have lately feen propofals for a new Jour<« 
nal, under the title o(Annalen des Gcografifcben 
und Siatiftijcben Wijfenjchaften^ i. e* Annals of 
Geographical and Statiftical Science. It is under 
the diredion of Profeffor Zimmermann of Brun- 
fwick. According to the plan of this work, its 
chief objeft will relate tp geographical, politi- 
cal, and ftatiftical diiquifitions ; but a review of 
new publications in^dic German and foreign lan- 
guages will not be omitted* ^ A number of the 
literati are already engaged for the undertaking. 
It is to come out in monthly numbers of fix 
iheets each ; fix numbers are to conftitute a:vo« 
hime. New maj^s will be occafionally added. 
The price is three dollars and a half per volume. 

I have not heard what degree of encou- 
ragement this undertaking has received. Not- 
withftanding the Profeflbr's known abilities in 
this department, I queftion whether the fubjefts 
will be fufficiently popular for a periodical pub- 
lication. If it be continued for years, as is 
the defign, I fear that the reader will be obliged 
to crawl like a fnail over the face of the globe, 
and feel bimfelf wearied before he gets half-way. 
S 4 To 
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To the above may be added the following ac- 
count of publications expofed to fale at Leipfic 
in the courfe of the years 1790 and 1791. Their 
number at the autumnal fair 1790^ was not more 
than one thoufand and fifty-five : of thefe fixty-firc 
were mufical compofitions^ and forty-two tranf- 
lations from foreign languages^ particularly from 
the Engliih. But at the fair held in the fpring^ 
the number was more than double^ being two 
thoufand^ three hundred and forty-eight. In the 
year 17 91^ the publications amounted to three 
thoufand five hundred and four^ exclufive of 
fchool books^ fmaller pamphlets^ and fome 
works that were publifhed at the expence of their 
authors. It is obfervable^ fays my author^ that 
works of imagination^ and political difquifitions> 
which were formerly the mod fcarce, are now 
become the moft popular fpecies of writing. ■ 

It was once my defign to give you fome gc« 
neral account of German literature^ and no op- 
portunity could be more favourable than the 
prefent. 1 had even collefted fome few mate- 
rials for the purpofe. But fince my cfcape from 
the printing prcfs at Mentz, I have taken a firm 
refolution not to venture again upon a long and 
tedious difquifition upon any fubjcdl whatever 91 
and I forefre that this muft infallibly have been 
the cafe were I to have executed my purpofe^ 
3 Ger- 
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Germany has always been renowned for learned 
and elaborate writers in the different branches 
of the abftru&r fciences. Since their emancipa- 
tion from the Latin language^ and the free en« 
joyment of their native tongue, the Germans 
have greatly diftinguifhed themfelves in every 
department of the BelUs Lettres. They have 
many excellent poets, and they are now at* 
tempting, with great fuccels, both romance and 
the drama. It is not a little flattering to Eng- 
land, that your literature is much preferred 
among them to that of the French. Indeed I 
have frequendy remarked a flxiking refemblance 
between the genius of the two nations, through 
the whole range of genius from metaphyfics to 
fong making, and this naturally induces them toi 
jH-efer models mofl correfpondcnt with their owa 
tafte and talents. In many inftances, it is noc 
difficult to trace in their writings the Englilh au- 
thors which the Germans have confulted ; and 
in fome you may dete£t rather more than imita^ 
tion. Confiding in the ignorance of the gene- 
rality of their readers in the Englifh language, 
they fometimes borrow more literally and more 
copioufly than they would have ventured, were 
our language more familiar among the inhabit 
tants. One of their moft celebrated poc^s, fVie-- 
landi'm his Oberon^ has engrafted the January and 

May 
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May of Pope, into one of his cantos, without 
any defign of its appearing in the light of a 
tranflation. In my courfe along the Rbine^ 
which ,1 fhall defcribe to you hereafter, I hap- 
pened to take up a young lady's prayer book, 
which I was happy to find her travelling com- 
panion } and I difcovered that the firft prayer 
was a profe tranflation of Pope's Univerfal Prayer j 
and the fecond was chiefly compofed from 
paflfages taken out of Young's Night Thoughts, 
but without acknowledgement. The compila- 
tion had a yet greater Angularity, it was made 
by one King (Koenig) a player upon the theatre 
at MentZj whofe life it is faid correfponds with 
his profeflionsof piety. I could produce other 
^ inftances of a fimilar nature, but I am perfuaded 
that you will be better amufed by the following 
anecdote. While it affords entertainment as a 
curious fad, it will prove that a fpirit of imi- 
tation extends itfelf to the mod Angular and ec^ 
centric departments. With what fuccefs the at- 
tempt has been made in the inftance I fliall lay 
before you, I (hall leave you to determine. 

Lefliing, the famous poet and mifcellaneous 
writer, was at Hamburg in the year 1769, where 
he formed an intimacy with the Rev. Mr. G***, 
a very bigotted clergyman. This intimacy dif- 
pleafed his friends and fucprifed every one ; but 
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he vindicated himfclf by alledging that G * * ♦ 
was a man of literature. Among the friends of 
Leffing that were fcandalized at this union was 
one Mr A * *, a clergyman o/ a very oppofite 
defcription. Mr. G * * * was for retaining all 
cuftoms^ which he deemed fanftioned by anti- 
quity : Mr. A * * was for making thofc changes 
which the change of fentiments> and of manners, 
leemed to require. Lefling, although moft li- 
beral in his private opinions, and in the tenour 
of his writings, was a declared enemy to innova' 
tkns. He attempted to difieminate what are 
termed liberal fentiments ; but he was a ftrenu- 
ous advocate for the profeffion of old eftablifhed 
creeds. Another feature in this popular man's 
eharader was^ that he was much difpofed to 
maintain the weaker (ide of a queftion, merely 
from the love of difputation^ that he might excr- 
cife his own wit, and to call forth the powers of 
ethers* 

While Leffing was at Hamburg, a general 
faft was appointed by authority. It appears that 
the manner of keeping a public faft was prettjr 
much the fame at Hamburg as in moft other 
places. The people, in the midft of their pro- 
fe0ld humiliations, were accuftomed to encreafe 
their guilt by the ranqorous fpirit they mani* 
Med againft their public enemies. They hoped 

by 
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by the mere confeflion of their crimes to incFintf 
the Univerfal Parent to exterminate their parti* 
cular antagonifts^ and vainly attempted to ob- 
tain perfonal commiferation by covering them- 
felves with fackcloth and a{hes> and thus divert 
the wrath of heaven towards their adverfaries. It 
was cuftomary^i upon thefe occafions, to make ufe 
of a commination prayer^ taken from the 6th 
vcrfe of th 79th pfalm. Mr. A * *, with ano- 
ther clergyman^ thought themfelves obliged in 
confcience^ to difcontinue the ufe of this prayers 
Mr* G * * *, on the other hand, found it a fnug 
method of releafing malevolent nature, and 
thought that no fwearing was to be compared to 
a truely pious confecrated ciirfe $ and he made 
no fmall commotion at this wicked omiffion of hia 
brethren. Mr. A * * wasgready inccnfed zt bis 
being incenfed. In Ihort, words rofc fo liigh, and 
became fo ftirbulent, between thefe minifters of 
peace, that Mr. G * * *, although he had the 
populace on his fide, yet as he had made the 
moft noife, was enjoined filence by fynodi- 
cal authority. Leffing was not a friend in his 
difpofition or fentiments, either to the caufe or 
bigotted zeal of G*** ^ but he was ftrongly foli- 
cited by the partizans of that gentleman to be- 
come his champion. Thus influenced^ united 
with the plcafurc he enjoyed in fupporting the 
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weaker fide^ he undertook to defend this exe- 
crating prayer, and he boldly maintained that a 
due attention to neceffary diftinftions, and par- 
ticular circumftances, not only permitted, but 
demanded, that we fhould pray againft our ene^ 
mies, A * * denied the propofiiion> and afferted 
that a prayer of fo dark a complexion, was in- 
confiftent with the fpirit of Chriftianity, which 
enjoins love to our enemies. Leffing anfwered^ 
we will love our enemies, and yet imprecate the 
vengeance of God upon thofe who deferve his 
anger. A * * afferted, thefe were incompatible, , 
and defied Leffing to produce an inftance that 
could reconcile fuch glaring contrarieties. 

In the fpace of a few days Lefling compofed 
a fermon from the two texts Pfalm Ixxix. 6, and 
Mat, xii, 39 j but to give a greater force to his 
argument, he pretended that it was one of jTo- 
rick's fcrmons, tranflated from the Engliih. Thi$ 
fermon was never publilhed ; half a dozen co- 
pies of it alone were circulated among his friends, 
to the alarm and terror of Mr. A * *, who beg- 
ged that it might be fuppreffed, dreading the 
pernicious influence it might have in the debate. 
Mr. Elferf, who communicated this anecdote to 
Nicolai, the compiler of the Berlin Literary 
Gazette, from whence it is exrrafted, had read 
ihe fermon in queftion, and related to Ni- 
colai 
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colai the following particulars concerning lU 
** This fermon was a ftiort but a mafterly per- 
formance. Yorick's aianncr was perfcdUy well 
imitated. Similar (implicity, penetration^ phi- 
lanchropy^ were united with fimilar wit and vi-* 
vacity. I do not recoiled any paflages lA the 
fermon itfelf fo completely as to do them ju(tice, 
but a part of the introdufbion made too deep an 
impreffion to be effaced from my memory. It 
reprefcnts an incident which is fuppofed to have 
given rife to the difcourfc. The incident was 
as follows : 

*^ Uncle Toby took a walk with his trufty 
Corporal Trim. They met on the road an ema* 
ciated Frenchman, in a tattered uniform, halting 
upon a crutch, as he had loft a leg. He took 
off his hat with down caft eyes, without utter- 
ing a fyllable ; but his dejcfted countenance was 
trucly eloquent. The Major gave him fome 
Ihillings witlH>ut attending to their number. 
Trim took a penny out of his pocket, but cal- 
led him, as he gave it, a French dog. The Ma^- 
jor continued filent a few feconds, and then 
turning to Trim, he faid. Trim, he is a man and 
not a dog. The French invalid was hopping 
behind them. Upon this fpccch of the Major, 
Trim gave him another penny, and again added 
French dog. This man, Trim, is z/oldierl 

Trim 
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Trim looked at him ftedfaftly^ gave him another 
penny, and repeated French Jog. And Trim> 
he has been a irave^ foldier, he has fought for 
his country, and has been defperately wounded. 
Trim prefled his hand, while he gave him a 
fourth penny, but repeated French dog. And 
Trim, this foldicr is a worthy though unfortu- 
nate hufband, who has a wife and four fmall 
children to maintain. Trim, with tears in his 
eyes, gave all that he had in his pocket, but ftiU 
called him French dog, though in a fofter tone. 
When the Major returned home, he mentioned 
the affair to Yorick, Yorick anfwered, it is 
plain that Trim hates, with all his heart, the 
whole French nation, as being an enemy to his 
country, but he loves every individual in it that 
dcferves rclpeft. 
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LETTER XLVIL 



Ment2« 

FAREWELLy a long farewell to all our 
greatnejs ! The third day of our fbjourning at 
Frankfort, we fent for a rampcr and dealer in 
fecond-hand carriages, and treated with him 
libout our poft chariot. It was difpofed ofmuch to 
our lofs, but we doubt not chuch to his gain i 
therefore by placing fatisfadlion oppofite to dif- 
fatisfaAion, the balance upon the whole may have 
been nearly equal, which ought to content a phi-- 
lofophic mind. Nay, I pleafc myfelf with the 
idea that the quantum of good was upon the 
whole confiderably augmented by the bargain. 
I am convinced that thepurchafer was much 
more contented than we were difcontented. 
Suppofing the proportion to have been (imply 
as three to one, two points of enjoyment were 
fairly gsuned. He informed us alfo, — after be 
had paid the purchafe money, — that his plan was 
to exchange the heavy travelling wheels for a 
lighter fet, bruih up the vehicle^ and fell it to Ibme 
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German Baron to join in a future cavalcade. He 
added that the plan could fcarcely fail, as ours 
was much fuperior in elegance to moft of the 
German carriages : The fatisfadtion enjoyed by 
rheBaroDj in contemplating his purchafe at a 
convenient price^ and anticipating the confpicu- 
ous figure he fliould be able to make at the grand 
period of rival exhibition, ought alfo to be taken 
into the account. We may fafely add to thefe, 
the fatisfadion we felt in the proipe£t of having 
fo reipedable a fucceflbr $ and the pleafures 
trifing to a benevolent mind, in being the caufe 
of fo much fatisfaftion to others. Thefe things 
being duly confidered, will fully demonftratc 
that Nve were upon the whole conliderable gain- 
ers, although our chapman obftinately beat us 
down to lefs than half of its value. Behold us 
therefore returning to Mentz in an humble 
chaife, that had been hired Co often, and ufed fo 
ill, that every journey might be fufpedted of be- 
ing its laft. 

As we were paffingover the bridge at Mentz, 
about three o'clock in the afternoon of a bright 
and chearful day, we were accofted by feveral 
boatmen, who enquired whether we intended to 
defcend the Rhine j and each of tliem eagerly 
offered his fervice, praifing his own careful 
Vol. II. T and 
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and obliging difpofidon> and anfwering for the 
conveniences and fafecy of his boat. 

We ftruck a bargain with one of them^ whole 
phyfiognomy pleafed us the moft^ drove to our 
inn^ took a hafty dinner^ packed up the goods 
we had left behind^ and returned to the water* 
fide about fix o'clock in the evenings according 
CO our agreement with the boatman. 

A great number of boats are deployed upon 
iiiit Rhine merely to accommodate paflengers. 
Thefe are of various fizes> according to the 
number of paflengers to be acconunodated. 
Thofe moft commonly in ufe have an oblong 
cabin built in the centre^ that will contain ten 
or twelve perfons very commodiouDy i between 
this and the hekn are benches, with a canvas 
ftretched upon hoops by way of canopy^ which 
forms a (econd apartment for a lower clais of 
paflengers; The boatman is attended with one 
or two fervants. 

The price is, juft as you can make your agree- 
ment. If you appear totally ignorant, they 
will demand cnormoufly. Strangers are fome- 
times made to pay eight or ten rixdoUars, where 
a perfon accuftomed to the paflage may efcape 
for three or four. Being apprized of this circum-» 
ftance we behaved accordingly, and hired our 
boat for thirteen fhillings Englifh, giving the 

mad 
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man however permiffion to take in two or three 
other paffcngers that wifhed to go with him. We 
- afterwards found that he had made a fimikr 
bargain with two other parties 5 fo that the boat 
was in appearance three times primarily engaged^ 
and the three parties were admitted upon fuffer- 
ance. Fortunately we harmonized fo well with 
our cotr^nions, that we all expreffcd our grati- 
tude to the boatman, for the fly trick he had 
played us. 

I am at a loft my good Sir in what manner I 
fliall attempt to give you an idea of this moft a- 
greeable and romantick paflage ; every ftageof 
which is crowded with both delightful and in- 
terefting objefts. 

I have already hinted to you that feveral 
volumes in quarto have been publifhed upon the 
antiquities of the Rhine. In thefc, a circum- 
ftantial account is given of the building of almoft 
every caftle, and the endowment of almoft every 
monaftry, together with the incidents which 
have diftinguiftied many of them, through a 
feries of turbulent ages. The rich materials are 
worthy the attention of both the antiquarian 
and the hiftorian, but you may 'cafily imagine 
that my limited plan can embrace but few oiF 
them. Nay, were I to confine myfclf fimply 
T \ .to 
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to the office of a painter^ and attempt a delinea« 
tion of the fcenes which ftruck us as beauties^ 
I /hould write volumes inftead of a few hafty 
epiftles. A minute examination of detached 
pieces^ would alfo deftroy theefFe£t which ought 
to be derived from the grandeur of the whole. 
But how can I convey to* you any ideas of the 
whole, without defcending to the particulars 
wliich compofe it ? The paflage by water from 

* Mcntz to Bonn, is more than eighty miles ; and 
the eye is occupied inceflantly with the quick 
lucceffion of ftriking fcenes. Perhaps there is 
not in any part of Europe an uninterrupted na- 
vigation for fo great a fpace, through fo many 
pifturefque fcenes ! At fiift the enchanting views 
might infpirc both fentimcnt and expreflions to 
engage and amufc. But the mind cannot be in 
one continxi^d ftrain of rapture^ for the Ipace 
of two of the longeft days in fummer, or be 
upon the ftretch of continued defcription for the 
diftancc of eighty or ninety miles. The feelings 
muft fubfide into a general fatisfaftion and hila- 
rity I and if they did not, varied terms would 
be wanting to dcfcribe thofe divcrfuies which 
kept our attention awake. After all it will be 
impoffiblc to convey to you by mere defcription 

' the impreflions in any degree equal to thofe the 
real obje£b made upon our minds. Defcrip- 

tions. 



THB RHJNB. 277 

tioits> the mod accurate^ of diftant fcenes, feldom 
or never convey ideas that are adequate. They 
may fet your fancy at work^ and enable you to 
create icenes for your own amufement, but thefc 
will bear a confufed and imperfeft refemblancc 
to the original. The bed I can do is to purfue 
the plan adopted upon a former occafion^ furnilh 
you with materials, and leave you to arrange 
them as imagination may direft. 

Firft then, take my favourite river, place upoft 
it veflcls of different fizes fwimming with the 
flream or drawn by horfes in an oppofito direc- 
tion. Give this ftream various windings and 
different breadths j but never contraft it to the 
IM^ejudice of its grandeur. Let it now run with 
rapidity, through the increafe of its waters from 
minor rivers that are proud to feek an union and 
coalefce with a fuperior ; or from hafty ihowers 
that bring numerous rivulets from the moun- 
tains ; or let it feem to haften through the nar* 
row defiles which bold prefumptuous rocks have 
made, as with a delign to oppofe its paflage. 
Now let it fpread its waters into a wide and 
placid (heet, as if repoflng after the fatigues of 
precipitate motion. You may occafionally vary 
the furface of the Rhine by dividing its ftream 
with iflands i and thefe you may form of a pro-. 
T 3 jefting 



ayZ . THX RHINE, 

jcfting barren rock, or cover with herbage and 
adorn with trees. In feme places Let the mean* 
derings of rivers be fcen, for a confiderable ex- 
tent, and in others they may foon be loft among 
the rocks. Where the bed of the river is the 
moft expanded, and the view of its current is 
moft extenfive, you will render the pdains on 
each fide as riant and fertile as poflible ; or to 
vary the fcene raife up cra^y rocks on one fide 
of the river, and oppofe to them an open well 
cultivated plain on the other fide. You will be 
fomctimes authorized to lofe the mighty ftream 
by its fudden winding round a precipice, or you 
may clofe it up to appearance by a counter-range 
of oppofite mountains. But then I prithee pro* 
portionally to deepen its channel, that it may 
flow with fuUen and folemn dignity, between the 
perpendicular rocks^ that threaten his imprifon- 
ment. 

To the chain of hills and rocks that are placed 
along the borders pf the Rhine, almoft uninter- 
ruptedly from Mentz to Coblentz, and from 
Andernach to Bonn, you may give as different 
Ihapes and figures, heights and degrees of incli- 
hation, as you pleafe. You may delineate 
ibme a$ prefenting their broad fiirfaces for the 
culture of grain, or kindly forming a lap for the 
kitchen* garden of the cottager 3 — fome as a^u- 

ally 
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ally finiling with the approaching harveft j— 
over others^ encouraged by the hope of future 
abundance^ the ploughman plods his weary way^ 
and drives the flow-paced oxen along the ftony 
furface. But you will cloath the majority of 
them with mantling vines, from which the 
cluftering grapes are pendant and promife luxu*- 
rious plenty j*^— fome fpurning at culture,-— others 
adorned with wood and forefts of Nature's plant* 
ing*— Be not fparing of villages, which you will 
place on the borders of the river; and when 
moftpoor make them ftill look contented and 
happy. 

Place at a proper diftance larger towns. Let 
their fpires by their elevation exul^ over inferior 
buildings, but manifeft the vaft fuperiority o£ 
the mountains, they vainly attempt to emulate. 
^Proteft or terrify thefe towns with cailles of va- 
rious forms and fizes, built upon the bold con- 
tiguous rocks. Spread a iacred folemnity over 
your landfcape, by the interfperfion of mona^ 
fteries and convents : — excite the ideas of de- 
cayed grandeur and decayed piety, by the mul- 
titudes of them that are fallen into ruins.*— 
Some of thefe ruins you will allow to exhibit 
fpecimens of their priftine llrength, or amazing 
fize i — in others you will leave a iblitary turret, 
manded wUh ivy, and let the day, (bining 
T 4 through 
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through the windows and the poital, noanifeft that 
time has nearly compleated his work. 

You may look up from ]four boat, as you 
are fwimming with the current, and contemplate 
the hufbandman pruning his vines at an innmenfc 
height above you. You will calm your feari 
concerning his fafety, by difcovering walls of 
rugged ftoncs, arranged at different ftages of the 
ftcep afcent, to flop the falling earth, that it 
may be converted into kindly mold. Others 
you will behold, collecting flate and tuff* for the 
ufe of diftant countries, others digging the 
filverore, or* precious minerals, from the fides 
of the nK>untains. 

You may vary thefe fccnes ftill farther by 
having refpeft to the weather or time of the day. 
You may gild the mountain tops with the rays 
of the evening or the morning, and throw ^ 
deep fliade into the vale beneath, making it ex* 
tend acrofs the ftream. You may fufpend the 
mifty cloud over the brow of the hill, and let it 
nearly conceal the caftlc on its fummit ; and 
then order the fun, as he advances, to dilperfc 
it. He will fometimes furl it up in dufky 
ringlets, and give it to the wind, to convey it 
behind the mountains. You may command the 
fudden . Ihowcrs to fend thoufands of rivulets, 
and fwell the principal current,— -hide the face 

of 
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I of Heaven by fpreading a dark cloud from hill 

to hill acrofs the river, — ^make lightning dart 
from one pile of ruins to another^ and the 
diunders bellow between the rocks. But re- 
member that you purify the air, renew the ver- 
dure of the woods, and not only refrefli the 
vineyards of the rich, but the humble garden of 
the cottager. As you pafs by the villages in the 
calmnefs of the evening, you may liftcn to the 
fongs of contentment echoing among the rocks, or 
the bell folemnly tolling to vcfpers, that the day, 
iVhofc every hour has been marked with blet- 
lings, may be clofed with eflfufions of grati- 
tude ! 

If you are late on the water, call up the full 
moon. Let her firft appear as if Ihe was angry 
at being difturbed, then returning to her placid 
nature, let her fpread a iheet of mildeft light on 
the furface of the water. This you may occa- 
fionly Ihiver into myriads of fpangles, according 
to -the courfe of a current or direction of a 
breeze. Tip the owl-inhabiccd turret with an 
oblique glance of her filver ray, reprelent ibme 
of the adjacent veflels in' a beautiful claro 
obfcuro, and depid others in fombre filhouette ! 

But it is time to clofc the poetic pare of my 
defcription, which the nature of my fubjed fo 
pereniptorily demanded that I was obliged to 

fubmic 
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f bcnit. . Thank my ftars I got through much 
better than could have been expefted ! For the 
future I (hall content myfelf with plain profaic 
jiarrativcj without deeming myfelf under any 
obligation to make ufe of the leaft colouring. 
Yetihould fome pretty little imagery, orfudden 
ftroke of the fublime accidentally prelent them- 
felves, I will not lend them away, though I 
promife you that I Ihall not fearch after them. 

The impoflibility of dwelling upon every ar« 
tide that amuicd us, has been already proved ; 
palUng over therefore the majority in (ilence, I 
Jhall only touch upon thofe which were the moft 
ftriking for their appearance or their hiftory. 

To compenfate for this fuperficial account, 
and to demonftrate to you the multitude of ob- 
je£ts which invited our attention, I have copied 
a map of our tour for your infpe&ion ; and in 
the place.of repeated defcriptions^ which cannot 
jponvey the idea, I have called in the mechanip 
aid of draughts and (ketches of thofe pla(;es 
which appeared mod worthy of notice, taken 
from that point of .view in which they appeared 
the moll ftriking. By thefe joint aids I hope 
you will accompany us with pleafure and fatis- 
fadion, at the fame time that they will fave your 
humble fervant a world of trouble* 

Biit 
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But let me inti^oduce to pur acquaintance 
the companions of our €XCurfioa» whom the 
boatman had fp artfully and fo kindly impofed 
upon us. The one party confifted of Profeflbr 

S. , of Brunfwick^ with his Lady : the 

other of Dr. D — ^1 a young Phyfician of Mentz, 
newly married, with his young and happy con- 
fort. The Profeflbr had been a tour during the 
vacancy for his health, and intended » after vi* 
fiting Cologne, to try the water at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle. His indifpofition had not fowered his 
temper ; nor had his profeflional character made 
him a pedant. Vivacity to a pleafing degree of 
frolickfomenefs, were united with the man of 
^ underftanding and liberal philofopher. His 
Lady, although fomewhat filent and refcrved, 
manifefted a friendly temper, and indicated in 
a thoufand little inftances, the warmeft attach- 
ment to her hulband. Our young Dodtor was 
a man of modeft fenfe. His referve for fome 
time, obliged us to Jig for wifdom, but we found 
it. His Lady, without being handfbme, had a 
moft pleafing phyfiognomy, young, lively, 
thoughtlefs, perfcftly contented with the yoke 
of hymen i talking, laughing and finging, with 
a gaiety which manifefted that fhe felt no chains 
in the new connexion, and that through the 
long vifto of many years, which ihe promiled 
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hcrfdf, Ihe could fpy nothing but fcenes of con* 
tentnnent and happinefs ! They were going to 
▼ifit fomc relations at Cologne: Her prayer- 
book and a large quantity of mufic^ indicated 
how fhe propofed to divide her time. During 
this little excurfion, the prayer-book aflifted her 
matins and her vefpers s and her melodious 
▼oice amufed and delighted us at every pertinent 
interval ! 
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From Mentx to Jobanniiberg* 

WE all committed ourfclvcs to the care of our 
boatman^ and he committed his barge to the ojir* 
rent about half paft fix o'clock. The evening 
was fcrene^ and our new acquaintances promifed> 
by their engaging manners^ to be agreeable 
companions. The different objedb which I 
have before enumerated^ or more particular!/ 
defcribed, united their efforts to form one land- 
fcape^ by encircling the horizon with beauties^ 
whofe charms feemed to be improving as the 
ftream was bearing us from them. The city of 
Mentz^ whofe diflant appearance has already 
been noticed and admired ; — the bridge^ enli- 
vened with many of the genteeler inhabitants 
taking their evening walks;— the adjacent village 
of CaflCbl ; — the hills of Hockheim, and other 
mountains beyond them j — the pleafant ifland 
crowned with poplars and willows immediately 
before us i— the village of Ingclheim and of Be- 
berick, with its fumptuous manfion ; — of Schier- 

ftein 
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fte'm on our right hand ;— an* open champain 
country divcrfificd with vineyards on our left, 
ieemed to have entered into a confpiracy to make 
us regret our departure. . They in part fuc- 
cecded, and would have been much more fuc- 
ceisful, if new beauties had not preiented them- 
felves to attraft our attention, and engage our 
affedions. 

The whole courfc of the river from Mentz to 
Elfold, where we flept, is very pidfcurefque ; the 
eye is perpetually amufcd with a great diverfity 
of objcdts : — ^pleafant villages, and towns of 
fome rcfpeftabllity j*— corn-fields, vineyards, and 
orchards i — caftles and religious houfcs j— coun- 
try-feats and cottages, were intermixed in pleafing 
confufion ; and the broader furfacc of the Rhine 
was beautified with iflands of different fizes. 
However, as we advanced, we perceived that 
the richncfs of profpeft was moftly on the eaftern 
borders of the Rhine i many parts of the o|jpofite 
fliore were flat, fandy, and barren. 

When I mention thefedifadvantages, you will 
be furprifed to hear that the village of Nieder- 
Ingelheim, i. e. Lower Ingclheim, was the fa- 
vorite refidcnce of the Great Charlemagne. He 
might, perhaps, have been influenced by local 
advantages of a political nature, or allured by 
the beautiful and extenfive profpeft it commands . 

over 
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over a richer country. Antiquarians inform us 
that he built upon this fpot a fumptuous palace; 
that it was ornamented with an hundred columns 
of Italian marble^ and that the accefs to the dif*- 
ferent apartments was by numerous and intricate 
paiTages. 

It was here that confiftories and counfels were 
held upon affairs of church and ftate i that Louis 
the Debonnaire, or rather the •Weak and Super- 
ftitious^ died of chagrin, occafioned by the 
rebeliion of his ions, Lotharius and Louis s and 
that Henry the Fourth, after having been vic- 
torious in a great m^ority of the fixy-two batdes 
he had fought, (aw himfelf deprived of his crown 
by the treachery of his (on, Henry the Fifth. 

At Nieder Wallauf, the country aflumes a 
bolder afpeft, particularly on the eaftern ihore. 
The mountains arrange themfelves by the fide 
of the Rhine, that bends his courfc towards the 
weft J Ceres and Pomona yield the territory up 
to Bacchus. At this place commences the 
Rbingan, which fignifies properly the diftrift of 
the Rhine j this extends as far as Lorrich. The 
foil is chiefly devoted to the cultivation of the 
vine. The country on the eaftern fide of the 
hills is covered with an immenfe forcft, termed 
Landes'-waldy or the Land's-foreft, that extends 
nearly as far as Kaub. ' , It was by the fide of this 

forcft 
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forefi: that we rode, upon leaving Schwalbach^ as 
mentioned in a former letter. The territories of 
Naflau Ufingen, terminate here. A rampart 
and ditch guard the paffage from any enemy 
that (hould attempt to afcend the Rhine; and the/ 
are faid to have proved a powerful defence againft 
the forces of Guftavus AdolphuSj in the thirty 
years war. 

It was approaching to midnight when we ar* 
rived at Elfeld, which is conlidered as the prin* 
cipal town in the Rhingan: A treaty between 
Charles the Fourth and his rival Gunther> Count 
of Schwartzenbergy was (igned here; although 
Gunther was afterwards poilbned by Charles, 
that he might fecure the Empire entirely to him* 
felf. Elfeld is placed between the river and the 
adjacent mountains, has fome good houfes and 
fome boffs, or cafUes ; its five-fpired fteeple is 
much admired, but the objeft to us the moft 
ftriking, was the large inn, clofe to the river. 

But alas, not expeAing company at fo late 
an hour, the whole houfehold was funk in the 
arms of fleep, excepting the careful hoftefs and her 
moft trufty damiel ; thefe were adjufting the dif- 
ordered kitchen, &c. and extinguilhing fire and 
light- 

The hoftefs, prompted by that civility which a 
regard to fclf-intcrcft might at firft have infpired, 

and 



and habit had rendered familiar^ ordered her 
fervant to throw faggots upon the glowing embers 
ih the kitchen^ and to prepare lights for the 
parlour :-^A fudden blaze difcovered to us three 
or four weary travellers lying on the ground^ 
who had efcaped our notice by the glimmering 
cf a lamp. The parlour ^as occupied in a 
fimilar manner. Perceiving how much was to 
be done before a fupper of any kind would pof- 
libly make its appearance^ we would not confent 
that any one fhould be difturbed on our siccount^ 
we affurihg our hoftefs, that we rather wi(hed to 
imitate their example than wait for the moft 
fplcndid repaft. Fortunately for us, it was* 
fimply the quality of the guefts that occafioned 
them to have fuch humble lodgings^ and the 
principal chambers were unoccupied* 

Perhaps our landlady was more difappointed 
at our going fupperlefs to bed than ourfel ves i 
for, to provide againft contingencies, we had 
made a provifion of cold^chickens, tongues, &c. 
with a few bottles of Rhenifh wine -, and, per* 
ceiving that we fhould arrive late at Elfcld^ wc 
regaled ourfelves in the boat. Thus circum- 
ilanced, it was no difficult tafk for appetice to 
yield to the drowfy petition of our eyelids, 
under the promifc and expeftancy, however, of 
Vol. II. U enjoying 
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enjoying a breakfall in the morning with double 
pleafurc. 

Early in the morning we were fummoned by 
our boat-man^ and admonifhed to hold ourlelves 
in readinefs, with a hint^ that if we did not 
depart by fix o'clock^ we Ihould arrive late at 
Coblentz alfo. Well-flavoured cofFcc, excellent 
butter, rolls, and rich cream, worthy the eulo- 
giums of old Buncle, were prepared for us in an 
upper apartment. This apartment commanded 
^ a view of the river, and enabled us to take a 
partial retrofpeft of the country we had pafled, 
and anticipate that we were to reconnoitre. 

Our countenances were freih as the morning. 
Delicious fleep, and a quickened appetite, had 
recompenced the temperance of the preceding 
evening. The profeflbr's lady did the honours 
of the coflFee-table, the phyfician's briflc wife 
hummed a tune in the contentment and gaiety 
of her heart, and the profeffor began to be 
jocular. In fliort, we could fafely adopt the 
favorite exprelTion of Homer, in defcribing the 
banquet of the gods :— 

y^ r» dvftif titvtio tftnuf. 

Nor was will wanting to fuch fweet repaft. 

I know not whether you have paid due at- 
tentipn to the ufual progrefs of intimacy j ac- 
cording 
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cbrdiiig to my calculation^ it confifts of five 
ftages at leaft, and fomctimes oiftx. 

The jirft is merely introduaory. It com- 
mences with the moft minute and ceremonious 
attention to pun6tilios^ offering the befl: fituation, 
particularly to the ladies, exprelTing the utmofl: 
concern for their fafety and accommodations, &c. 
Thefe points being fettled^ — the weather, the 
beauty of the profpeft^ naturally fucceed, or 
any other common topic fuggefted by the pecu- 
liarity of our fituation. This ftage is clofed 
with fome general account of the incidents 
which brought us together. 

In the Jecond ftage, we continue to be moft 
icrupuloufly complaifant, the very models of 
politenefs and urbanity ; but we mutually aim 
to imprefs each other with a favotirable opinion 
of ourfelves; we bring forward the choiceft fen- 
timents and obfcrvations opportunity can poffibly 
furnifb, which we propofe poffibly with inward 
confidence, and certainly with outward diffidence 
• and fubmifflon to fuperior judgement* We pay 
many compliments to the depth of every obfcr- 
▼ation made by our new companions, more par- 
ticularly if we think ourielves obliged to con- 
tradi& it, or difcover its (hallows. If we have 
any tinfturc of learning, we are not backward to 
. difplay 

U 2 



difplayitj othcrways, we content ourfclvcs wiitfr 
politics^ foreign affairs, commerce^ &c. 

This full drefs of the mind fbon grows irk-^ 
fome ', we change it as fooi^ » decency permits, 
3dlyy For a kind of half-trimmed fuit, whidi 
more nearly refembles our natural chara6ters in 
their beft moods. The choiceft feleftKms of 
interefting ftories> anecdotes, and bon mots, 
furniih out the treat ; and the claflic of pc^itician; 
give way to the anvudng or interefting companion* 

The fourth ftage of intimacy approaches nearer 
to the confideqce of private friend&ip ; we de- 
fcend into perfonal or domeilk: hiftory, relate 
fome ftrokes of peculiar misfortune, defcant upon 
the ingratitude of thofe whom we have benefited,, 
or the ill-treatment of relatives ; or expatiate 
vpon the fpirit with which their conduft was 
refented, or the patience with which it was 
"borne. 

Having thus^ with affiduity and addrefs, made 
a lodgement in eacK others good opinion, and 
eftablifhed oiar charaders as inftcu^ve and entev- 
taining companions,, we make 

The fifth ftage a. kind of landing-place,, where 
we fit down to enjoy the charafter at our eaicu^ 
The mind now returns to its beloved indolence. 
An inftindive attachment conftitutes the prinr 
cipal pleafure of our intcrcourfc* We arc con- 

3 trated 
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tentod if ibme trivial obfervation now and then 
calls into exercife the faculty of fpeech ^ and we 
(hink we have been in excellent fpirits^ if we pa(s 
two or three familiar jokes in as nuny hours. 
This ftage will occafionally permit ij$ to ridicule 
any little foibles, or fingularities^ of our aflb* 
ciates, with good nature and addrefi. 

The fixth and laft ftage certainly exifts, but 
fortunately it does not take place among truly 
poliihed minds. In others, it claims privileges 
of indulgence, at the expenct of our fiiend, now 
we think ourfelves fecure in his attachment. We 
are now fb perfefUy emancipated from the 
fhackles of ceremony, that we venture to grow 
a little pettiih about trifles. This ftage will 
alio allow us to commit great oflTences with litdc 
compunftion, if the party are in my refped our 
dependants, and to refent flight ones with be^ 
coming warmth. The clofenefs of our con^ 
taedion is manifcfted by contradifting each other 
without referve, or by cenfuring lefier faults 
with the utmoft feverity^ taking due care that 
the freedom of our language fliall be propor^ 
tionate to the degrees of intimacy. We retain) 
indeed, juft ideas of the rules of friendfliip ; but 
all our generous anxiety is, leaft our aflbciates 
ibould not obferve them. 

Although 

U3 
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Although Ihaveclafled thefe different ftages 
of friendfhip with the fame precifion as fyfte* 
matic phyficians clafs fevers^ yet^ like fevers^ 
they frequently run into one another^ fb that 
the different types will not always be perfe&ly 
diftind^ or pafs through their charadteriffic pe« 
riods in a fimilar time^ or precife|y in a limilar 
manner^ Here alfo diffcrencie of temperaments^ 
occafional caufes, &c. will have their influence, 
. Our party got through the ceremonious and 
learned ftages of friendffiip^ the preceding even-* 
xng, and a few glafles extraordinary of generous 
Rheniih were bringing us forward to the ibird^ 
to which the latenefs of the day and a precipitate 
retreat to our rooms, gave a fufpehfion; but the 
refreihment of fleep, comforts of the tabic, and 
Ac pro/^^ of fpending feveral happy hours 
together, made us enter ioto this ftage wic|( 
great alacrity. It iafted.us the whole of that 
day, and till the next morning about ten o*clock, 
when wie began to enter' into the four lb ft^ge, 
which, howivcr, was of flxort. duration. We 
entered into the fifth flage after we had paflc4 
Andemach in our way to Bonn 5 I believe it wa$ 
greatly accelerated by the regret we felt at our 
approaching fq)aratiQn. 

About fix o'clock we were again called by 
our boat^man 1 bur, as he was obliged to crofs 

th9 
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the rirer to pay a toll at Rhingan^ and then, 
return to take advanuge of the current^ towards 
the eaftern fide, we unanimoufly preferred a walk. 
My companion taking the ptofeflbr's lady under 
his protedtion, and the fair fongftrefs leaning, 
upon my arm, we fkipped along like the roes 
among the hills, obferving and pointing out to 
each other, new beauties every inftant. Among 
thefc, the Volla Troifle hofF, and Reichershofl^ 
might be fpecified, if time and patience would 
permit me to defcend bto particulars ; and alfo 
the rivulet £r, which gives the name of Erbach,, 
or Erftream, to the contiguous village. At a, 
fmall diftancc from this village, is an abbey 
belonging to the Cefterian monks. It manifefts 
its love for retirement, by being half-fccrcted in 
a wood. It manifefts a remaining defire to fee 
and to be feen, by opening a view to the Rhine, 
thrpugh the long vifto of fome walnut*trees. It 
is faid, that this abbey is richly endowed j but 
thgt its chief riches confifts in its vineyards, by 
which thofe interefted charitably endeavour to 
make that world joyous, which they are deter- 
mined to forfake. The abbey was founded by 
Adelbert, the firft Bilhop of Mentz, in the year 
eleven hundred, . Its chapel is faid to be very 
elegant, and to be adorned with monuments and 
infcriptions, by which the Count and Countefe 
U4 of 
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of Na0ku and Kutzenelenbogcn^ fuccefllvely at« 
tempt to convince th^ world of the vanity of 
Aofe richcs^nd titles they once poffeffcd. 

We paffed the village of Hattenhcim, whofc 
vineyards yield too precious a wine to be paflTed 
by in total forgctfulnefs. This wine h called 
Markenbrunzeri out of mere comjdiment to 
a ipring pf water that arifcs near the village. 

At this place we took to our boat^ and the 
engaging fcenes we had been contemplating, 
gave way to a more gloomy fpedkacle. The 
bed of the river was contrafted by approaching 
rocks, as if they were determined to obliterate 
its channel and annihilate its exigence. Their 
lofty perpendicular clifFs both excluded the day 
and bid defiance to culture. Vegetation could 
only peep and frjiile through their fiffures. A 
few houfes of humble fifliermen, and a mifc- 
rable village, proved their want of the neigh- 
bouring corn, and wine, to make their hearts 
glad. This fcene continued about four or five 
miles. While te/ore us, it infpired us with 
fblemnity not unpjeafant 5 when pajed, the con- 
trail fpread a more vivid colouring over gayer 
fcenes, and Iharpened the relifli for returning 
beauties, which perpetuity would have ob- 
tundcdt 

Fr<w 
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From Oefiericb, the hills courtcoufly refide at 
(bme little dift^ce from the banks of the river^ 
and leave place for a fertile meadow^ which^ of 
confequence, muft be enamelled with flowers^ 
gnd^ in this meadow^ the pleafant villages of 
Mittelhejm and Winkcl have wifely placed them* 
felves, fmiling at their oppofite neighbours, 
Wineheim, and a CarthuGan monaftery, who 
cordially returned the fmile. 

Here we again quitted our barge, and afcended 
Z gentle terrace, formed by the amicable union 
of nature and art, every ftep of our afcent pre<» 
fenting a new and more cxtenfive horizon, 
crowded with fcenery, until our wearied ftepi 
brought us to the priory of JohanniA)erg ; 
where, with your leave^ we will repofe ourfelvej 
till the next letter. 



lEmiu 
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LETTER XLIX. 



From Johannifberg to Bacherach* 



THE priory of Jobannifttfg has experi- 
enced almoft all the caprices of fickk fortune^ 
fince the year . i loa^ th^ time in which it was 
founded by Ruthardj ch^ fijcopd Archbifliop of 
Mentz. Richard Count of Rhingan richly en« 
dowed it : Archbiftiop Adclbcrt converted it into 
an abbey. )n (he fixteenth century it was greatly 
injured by Albert of Brandenburg ; and in tbQ 
Swcdifh wars, which have left fuch horrid marks 
of dcvaftation in various parts of Germany, it 
was totally demoliftied. The land was mort- 
gaged by Archbiftiop Anfelm Cafimir to Hubert 
van Bleiman, Treafurer of the Empire ; and 
afterwards fold to the Abbot of Fuld, who again 
converted it into a priory, and rebuilt the palace 
in a ndble ftile, and modern tafte. 

The fituation of Johannifberg is peculiarly 
bcaurifiil. It commands an infinitude of objefts, 
Jfonie of which form a ftriking contraft to each 

other. 
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Other. Numbcrlefs villages, hamlets and ftately 
manfions; interlperfed, defcribe an extenfive 
fcmi-circle -, part of which is terminated by dif- 
tant forefts lofing themfelves in the horizon, and 
part by lofty hills covered with. Vineyards. The 
priory looks down with a fupercilious glance on 
the village adjacent to the river, at the foot of 
the hill, and clinging to its fide, where it con»- 
templates nunneries, and caftles mingled with the 
croud of dwellings that court its protedion. 
Thus fituated, it muf): be more than human if 
it does ivot feel a glow of ghoftly pride» When 
the holy proprietor and his feleft friends have 
enjoyed this enchanting profped:, they have it ftill 
ip their power to contemplate one perhaps ftill 
jmore pleafing ; fimply by defceqding into an 
jmmenfe cave or cellar, filled with thoutands of 
hogflieads of the choiceft wipes. 

The red grape 13 cultivated in fome of the; 
vineyards in the diftrift of Johannifberg, yield- 
ing a wine called Rhenilh Blecker. This wine 
js preferred by fome to the fecondary kind of 
Rhenilh. Peculiarities of tafte are often nottr- 
de/cripfSy but the befl: }dea I can convey to you 
pf the flavour of the blecker, is by comparing 
it to old hock dalhed with claret. The inferior 
fort is a light and cheap wine j but the vine- 
yardij of JohaiMiift)crg yield a fuperior kind 

alone, 
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;donc, which is very highly cfteemcd, and by nd 
means cheap at the fource. We entered an inn 
adjacent to the palace> mid putting a bottle to 
the teft^ we found that it deferved the high en^^ 
comiums bellowed upon the bleqker of Johan- 
ni/berg* ' 

At a fmall diftance from this pious and fertile 
bill^ lie the fmall village of Bartholomew, and 
the town of Geifenheim. Several manfions of 
the nobility are in this neighbourhood. Some 
appear ftill to be in a flourijhing ^ate ; others 
are manifeftly upon the decline. Among the 
moll elegant is the caflle of Count Ollein i an 
ancient but qtiagnificent building^ ornamented 
with a very extenfive garden. Thefe fcencs re» 
ceived the tribute of admiration which they 
juftly deferved, and alfo the villages of Eybin- 
gen, and Riidefheim. We united afFcftion with 
our admiration for the latter, as the vineyards in 
its diftrift produce wines that are deemed of the 
firft quality. 

To attempt a more particular defcription of 
thefe places would be tedious. It will be fuf- 
ficient to inform you, that they conftitute a part 
of that beautiful fcenery we admired from the 
ibmmit of Johannift>erg. You may now fup- 
pofe that we are arrived at. Btngen^ where we 
landed, while our conductor paid another toll. 

From 
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From Mentz toBingen3 ^teaftern borders of the 
Rhine chiefly exulted in the bounties of nat}ire» 
and more richly rewarded the toils of induftry. 
At Bingen, the wiftem Ihore aflbmes a more 
pleafing afpcft, aa if it were in recompencc 
for its long difgrace ; it even exceeds the other 
for a great extent in the number of its large and 
reQ>eftable towns y nor is inferior either in beauty 
or fertility. 

Bingen is licuated clofe by a narrow defile of 
perpendicular rocks^ and among tbefe the con« 
traded Rhine is compelled to flow in a narrower 
and deeper channel. The country in the 
fbuthern dire&ion^ though mountainous^ is opea 
Md occafionally enlivened with haoilets, and 
the remains of ancient buildings ; and where 
the foil is not adapted to the culuire of the 
vine, it is clothed with various forts of grain, 
with rich pafturage, or with the trees of the 
foreft. 

The town is placed at the foot of a lofty 
mountain of a pyramidical form ; on the fum« 
mit of this mountain the ancient caftle of Khfp^ 
alTumes the air of guardian to the inhabitants 
below. Bingen enjoys a view of the luxwious 
Icenes which grace the northern borders. This 
pidure is terminated on the right hand by the 
priory of Johannifbcrg ; and in the front by 
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the cxtcnfivc forcft of Landcfwald. If is alfa 
adjacent to the river Nabe^ that flows into the 
Rhine fouth of the antique caftle. Over this is 
thrown a ftone bridge contiguous to the Rhine* 
The bridge bears the name of Drufusy from the 
tradition that it was built by Drufus Germani- 
cus* At the entrance into this cjpfile is a turrei 
built upon a fmall ifland that has the fingular 
name of Mans Tburen, the Tower of Mice. 

Bingen is a chapter of the cathedral of Mentz, 
from which it is diftant about eighteen miles, 
and this chapter claims the right of toUage. 
From the jundion of the two rivers, and from 
its being furrounded with the various prb-- 
duftions of nature, Bingen enjoys a very con* 
fiderable trade in the different articles of timber, 
grain, and Rhenifh wines. 

The little turret, or Moufe Tower, is faid to 
derive its name from a punifhment which cre-^ 
dulity fays was inflidted upon Archbifliop Hatton 
the Sedond, who not only refufed to diftribute 
corn among the populace during a famine, but 
ordered a number of the poor to be burnt in a bam 
as the moil expeditious method of dhninifhing the 
demand ; adding, that they were no other than 
mice that devoured the property of the rich^ 
For thefe moft heinous crimes he met with his 
defcrtsj' and his Grace was completely dc* 

voured 
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voured by mice in this very tower. Others, how-^ 
ever, lefs credulous, aflcrt that Mans Thuren is a . 
corruption of Mouth Thuren, the tower of tol- 
lage; and that it was ereded that no vefTel 
might enter the Streights before they had paid 
the toll demanded. 

Some few miles upon the river Nahe, is the 
City oi Kreuzenacby which was an Imperial city 
from the time of Charlemagne, to that ©f Henrj 
the Fourth ; who, during his profperity, in the 
xinfufpefting generolity of his heart, gave it as a 
prcfcnt to his fuppofed friend Erchard, Bifliop of 
Spires. You recoUefl: that the long reign of 
this Emperor was marked with misfortunes, 
which arc principally afcribed to his quarrel with 
the clergy, and the animofities they had excited 
againft him for having reclaimed thofe poflcf- 
fions, which had been lavilhcd upon them -by 
his predeceffors ; and yet terrified at the ana- 
thema of the Pope, he was compelled to re- 
main three days and three nights, in the depth 
of winter, in the court yard of the Pope's palace 
at Conofa^ bare-footed, imploring abfolutipn in 
rfic moft humiliating terms. You may alfo re- 
colled that he was afterwards dethroned by his fon, 
detained fome time in prifon, and afterwards re- 
duced to the moft abjeft poverty.* In this ftate he 
applied to the fycophant of his profperity, who re- 

iided 
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fided at Kreuzenacb in luxurious eafe. Maief^ 
a German hiftorianj relates the circumftance in 
the following manner. '^ The unfortunate Em* 
})eror came to the caftlc in as wretched a ftate 
as when he waited at the palace of Conofa, 
ftript to his fhirt, and bare-footed« He had the 
attitude^ voice^ and humiliated afpeA of a com- 
mon beggar* He looked up with a timid eye to 
that bifhopj who had been his moft iiftimate 
friend in the days of his proiperity, and to whom 
he had been fo ]ayiih of his bounties^ in hopes 
to receive conflation and ft^>port in the coun- 
tenance of his former dependant* He then 
glanced his eye over the ftately dome which he 
himfelf had builtj and feenjied to fay, behold 
•: Y claim to commiferation ! while the briny tear 
trickled down his grief-worn cheek3 into the 
wounds which the heavy chains of his rebellious 
fon had inflifled. He now ventures to esdain^. 
with faultering accent, / have loft empire and 
hope I For the love of God throw me a morjel of 
bread upon the ground I have given you I The fu« 
percilious and inhuman prieft pretended that he 
could diipofe of nothing without the confenc of 
his chapter, and finally difmified him with an 
Mth— i(^ ibe mother of Je/us I wilt not ajift 
you.'' 

I am convinced I (lujl have your pardon for 

taking 
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faking you a little out of the way, in order to 
communicate tp you this very aflfeftmg anecdote, 
I fhall now purfue my courfe. 

In the paiTage from Bingen to Bacheracbf 
which is about twelve miles diftant, the eye is 
Cpntinu^lyamufed);vitb a great variety of obje&^^ 
Savage wildnefs, blended with high cultiva^* 
tion, cxtenfive profpe&s immediately fucceeded 
by perpendicular cliffs, that fcarcely admit th^ 
day ; and a multitude of caftles placed on the 
fummit of the mountains mouldering into ruins^ 
Ignite to render the (bene both amufing and awful. 
My plan, and your patience, will not permit me to 
enlarge.— I (hall fimply fpecify fpmc few parti- 
cularp that form this groupe. 

Upon leaving Bingen, we entered intPj^a 
Streight, formed by the approach pf rock^ 
Oearly perpendicular. Some few of t|>efe were 
capable of culci^ration J forpe were covered with 
forcft oak 5 but nioft of them were barren. At 
-the bottom of thefe cliffs, we fometimcs faw ^ 
fifhermtfrt's tent, and wretched villages ^i confi- 
derable diftance from each other. 

It is in this fpot that the current of the river 
fcems moft in danger of t)eing interrupted. Stones 
of an enormous fizc oppofe themfelves every ix\r 
flant to the flream, that artfully eludes them by 
feekinjg another channel. HiftoFy informs us, 
. Vol. II, X that 
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that a chain of rocks ran acrofs the riKrer, and 
impeded navigation^ until a channel was opened 
by the force of gunpowder. At low-water the 
paiTage for lai^e veifels is not made without 
fome degree of difficulty. Ancient Barons feem 
to have been induced to place their caftles in 
tbefe more ineligible regions^ by an eagemefs to 
take advantage of the narrownefs of the ftream^ 
that they might command navigation, either to 
extort tolls, protcft their dependants, or annoy 
their adverfarics. 

Of thefe ancient caftles, whofe hiftories would 
doubdefsfurnifh curious anecdotes in large abun* 
dance, and innumerable inftances both of favage 
cruelty and aftonlfhing heroifm, I fhall only 
point out to you Ebrenfels. Its elegant modern 
tower, ereAed by Count Oftein, adjacent to the 
ruins, to enjoy the inchanting view of the river, 
demands this compliment. The vines of its 
mountain are alfo placed amongft the choiceft in 
the diftridt of Riideftieim. It is fo fteep that 
the manure can alone be carried on the fhoulders 
of the labourers. 

At Bingenlock, the Rhine acquiring^enlarge- 
ment, joyfully expands itfelf into a fpecies of 
lake J then it takes a fuddcn turn towards the 
north, as if with a determination to penetrate the 
foreft of Landcfwald, At Amanfhaufen, it al- 
ters 



/ 
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ters its purpofc^ and ftretches forward to the 
weft. Amanfliaufen is diftingyilhed for the 
growth of thc'beft Bleckcr 5 and the convent of 
Aalhauicn^ which is built in the foreft^ is diftin- 
guiflied for being a place of pilgrimage, where 
^ deluded worlhippers pay dear for a fip of that 

cordial, hope. Near to the village Dreyeckftiau- 
fen, the hills again retire 5 the river fornis a fpa- 
" cious lakeji and faces the ruins of Sonnek 
cattle. Oppofice to Lorrick, which is the laft 
town in the diftrid of Rhingan, is a fmall well 
cultivated ifland, the property of Mr. Van 
Sohler. Contiguous to this illand, the rivulet 
JVinJbacby paffing by the town of Lorrick, min- 
gles its waters with the Rhine. A row of cloud-* 
capt mountains of various fantaftic forms, fome 
of which arc crowned with mouldering caftlcs, 
' conduffc us to the town or city of Bacherach. 

1' ' Bacherach belongs to the palatinate^ One 

part of it is built clofe to the Rhine, at the foot 
of a mountain ; fome part attempts to climb the 
I hill. From the extent of its fortifications, it was 
\ probably much larger than it is at prefent, Tht 

\ houfes are comprelTed into as fmall a compais 

\i as poffible, that they may more effcftually 

enjoy the guardiarilhip of the ftrong caftle, 
^ over its head. The extreme narrowoefs of its 

^ X 2 ftreets 
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(trctis manifeft how great a facrifice muft fomc 
times be madt to fafety, and the frequent fires 
bccafioned by this defed):^ united with the na- 
ture of the buildings^ which are moftly of 
plaiftered timber, prove how much we may 
be expo(ed & one danger by anxioufly avoiding 
another. 

This is a town of great antiquity. It is faid to 
derive its name from an altar, on which the Ro- 
mans ufed to facrifice to Bacchus ; and that it is 
a corruption of Baccbi ara. They even point 
out to you a large rock, in the midft of the river, 
on which they fay the altar once ftood. At a 
period when it was permitted to mankind to create 
their own deities, and place them where they 
pleafed ; the ancients could not have invented a 
more proper divinity, or have placed him in a 
more pert'uient ipot^ as the furrounding vino»» 
yards produce a beverage worthy of the god ; 
and fix)m his ftatipn, * he could conveniently 
protcft the whole diftri^ of the Rhingan, 
with the aid of the numerous caftles, whether 
his godfliip was drunk or fober. But if you 
are not contented with thefe ideal encomiums 
of the generous vintage of Bacherach, take real 
authorities of the higheft clals. The Emperor 
Venceflas was glad to receive four fuder of 

this 
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this wine^ iiiftead of ten thoufand florins^ pre- 
fented to him* by the inhabitants of Nurcnbergy 
to reclaim their privileges. Nay, infallibilitf 
itfelf proclaims its excellent quality s a fuder of 
this wine was annually fent to Rome for the pri- 
vate ufe of the Pope, Pius the Second. 

I have already hinted to you, that our phyfi- 
cian's lady was an excellent linger. She had 
already amufed us with fome pleaHng airs, fung 
widi great tafte, when the beauties of nature 
around us did not call forth all our attention. 
Her hufband frequently hummed a fecondo, in 
a manner that indicated both ufte and, fkill. 
We had frcquendy folicited for zjoloy but his 
extreme diffidence had hitherto prevented his 
compliance. Upon our repeating the requeft 
that he would favour us with a hymn in honour 
of the god of wine, now we were approaching t6 
his altar, his lady reminded him of the fong 
which is the favourite of all the inhabitants of 
the Rhingan. He immediately complied, and 
fung the following with great fpirit. It is a fbng 
of triumph, in the fuppofed fuperiority of Rhe- 
nifli wine to that of every country in the globe. 
It enumerates many hills that rejoice the heart 
of man with the juice of the grape; and marks 
their inferiority to the growth of the Rhingan 
and its neighbourhood. I have tranflated the 
X 3 two 
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two firft and two laft vcrfcSj by way of fpcci- 
men i and as I think there is fomething lively 
and correfpond^nt in the tune^ I have noted it 
down* 



LETTEA 



Urn bringt das vaterhnd aus tmet ttSk^ 

Wit war er fonft fo gut ? 
Wie war et fonft b del, tStkp 

Und doch voll kraft im4 miith t 

J- 

Am Rhein, am Rhdn, da wachfen xabt reben ! 

Gefegnet fey der Rhein 1 
Da wachfen fie am ufer hm, vmd gebea 

Uns diefen Ikben won. 

4- 
So trinkt lun dann, uid laflt ons alle wege 

Uns freon, und frolich feyn : 
Und wiflten mr wo jemand traurig lige, * 

Wir gaben ihm den wein. 



Yet# Germany's the copious fource 

Of v^nes that all excel : 
So mild, fo gen'rous, full of force—* 

None chear the heart fo well. 

3- 

Khingau alone fuck grapes can boaft. 

Huzza ! here's to the Rhine I 
And may the wretch that flights the toaft. 

Forget the tafte of wine. 

4- 
Cotne drink about, and let's be gay 

With nedbr fo divine ! 
Is any man to grief a prey ? 

We'll comfort him with wine* 



] 



.A favourite Song in the Rliingfau 
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trinktihnfrdljchleer,nnd trihktflm frolich lecr^ 
drink, and drlnl^^ the ^ cordlnl juice: 



In 
Eu- 






\ 
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LETTER L. 



From Baeherach to St. Gear. 

A T a fmall diftance from Bacherach, is the 
borough of Kaub^ fnugly flieltercd behind a 
femi-fertilc mountain, the projcftion of whole 
bafe forms a kind of bay, and whole fummit is 
terminated by craggy rocks. 

This borough belongs to the palatinate, claims 
the right of toUage, cultivates the vine, pofleflcs 
excellent flate for tiles, of which it employs one 
part, and makes another an article of commerce i 
and it wifely tolerates the Proteftants. From 
thefe advantages united, it enjoys vivacity, ex- 
hibits neatnefs, and affumes an air of refpeda- 
bility, fupcrior to any town of its fize Upon 
the river. Its (ituation renders it a place of 
ftrong defence, high imprafticable cliffs face 
it on the oppofite fide of the river, and 
from behind it is guarded by the caftle of Gu<p 
tenfels, built upon the fummit of a rock. Its 
ftrength was put to full proof during the Swedilb 
wars, and it triumphed over all its alTailants. 

X 4 Oppofite 



Oppofitc to the towrii and nearly in the mid- 
dle of the river, ftands the celebrated fort called 
the Ffalx^ or Palatinate. This fort anfwers 
feveral important purpofes. It is the ftatc pri- 
fon of the palatinate \ and it efFcdtually prevents 
all veltels from eluding the tolls due to 
Kaub. Its fituation, and its conftruftion, which 
tjnitcs the fecurity of thick mafly walls, fubtcrra- 
heous cells, iron bars, trap doors, &c% pre- 
cludes all poflibility of efcape to the hopelefe 
prifoners ; and a watchnian continually refident 
in the turret, who rings a beU to advertife col- 
le6tors on fhore, make's it akftoft as impradbi- 
table for veffels to pafs unnoticed. 

After wc had rambled abbut Kaub half an 
hour, we returned to our boat, and purfued our 
voyage through a range of hills covered with 
vines J although numbers appeared almoft too 
fteep for cultivation, and in a ihort fpace of time 
t^e were before OberwezeL 

This is a very ahcient city : ft was in the time 
of Henry the Seventh an imperial town. Henry 
gaVc it to his brother Baudoin in the year 131 2, 
\ti recompence for fcrrvices rendered during the 
eivil wars. You may recolleft that this Em- 
peror, after he had fettled the affairs of Ger- 
tnany, went into Italy with a view of compofing 
their troubles, and in the midfl of his fuocefs- 

ful 
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ful endeavoursi he was poiibned by a confecrated \ 

wafer given him by a monk, bribed by the Flo* ^ 

imtines to the execrable deed. 

The town, which now belongs to the Elec- 
torate of Treves, is more diftinguifhed for its 
religion than any of its neighbouring cities: 
that IS) for a fuperfluous number of churches, 
and convents, and'monalteries, and fteeples, and 
bells, and altars. We were inibrmed that in a 
church belonging to the Minorioes is anex* 
ceeding good copy of Rubens famous defcent 
from the crofs, by Duflfenbeck, one of bis fcho- 
.iars, 

Obcrwefcl is fituated in the diftri^ of WezeL 
It fcarcely yields to that of other towns I have 
mentioned in the beauties of fituation. It is placed 
clofe by the river, in a vale between a high and 
craggy rock, on the fouthem fide, and lofty, 
but more expanded hills on the northern. While 
an immenfe hill nearly oppofite on the eaftem 
borders of the river, is covered with vines to its 
very fummit. Vineyards abound in this diftrift 
alfo, which yield excellent wines, although they 
are deemed fomewhat inferior to thofe of the 
Rhingan. On the top of the craggy rock is the 
famous caftle of Schonberg, Anglice Jlne bill, 
which gives a name to the ancient family I have 
already mentioned. * 

The 
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The pafTage from Oberwefel to St. Goarj h 
principally amongft fteep and craggy hills that 
arc not even adorned with any other ruins than 
their own. A few fifliermen's huts are placed 
contiguous to the borders of the Rhine^ chat 
the flream may yield nourifliment^ where the 
earth refufes it. The hills are fo near to the 
edge of the river> that fcarcely is there fpace left 
for the horfes that draw the veflels againft the 
current^ and this is frequently interrupted by the 
fall of large mafles from the fummit^ and of 
ihiverij»g of (late from the (ides of the moun- 
tains. 

At.Luhr}ey9 where the Rhine forms a kind 
of bay, is a rock celebrated for its echo. It 
repeats fcveral times very diftuiftly. From this 
circumftance it derives its name, the word Luhr* 
ley, fignifying to refound. Here, as you will 
fuppofe, we all of us gave fpecimens of {tentorial 
powers. Like the members of fome difputing 
clubs, each tried in his turn who could be heard 
the longeft and the loudcft. We were delighted 
with the found of our own voices, and not a little 
flattered that the rocks fhould deign to repeat fo 
frequently every thing we uttered. When our 
lungs and our ears were tired with this exercifc, 
we folicited of our fair mufician to footh us with 
Xorae plaintive ditty. She modulated her voice 

to 
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to tte^fuU fwell of refonance^ without the arti- 
culation of an echo^ and her hufband foftly 
breathing a fecondo upon the German flute^ we 
were chamied with a duetto. The rocks of 
Luhrley never aflifted at one fo good. We re- 
peatedly pronounced it No ! Never ! And they 
as repeatedly anfwered No ! Never. 
After we had taken a view of the ancient caftle 
of Katze, at fome little diftance on our right 
handj the hills again reared particularly on the 
weftern borders^ to prefent us with a full view 
of the enormous rock of Rbeinfels^ with its 
majeftic caftle. So ftupendous is its fize^ that 
the town fcarcely attra£ts attention^ and its mofl; 
fumptuous buildings are not to be compared to a 
fingle ftone that compofes the oiighty ma&. 
Rheinfels is a rock by itfelf, obvioufly aiming 
at a proud independance of every conneflion. It 
undertakes alone to fupport the large and noble 
fortreis built upon its fummit; and yet by its 
bellying over the river> it feems to fink under the 
load* Thedwellings immediately under theproj^ 
tion of the rock^ appear as the blocks under a man 
ofwar^ upon the point of being launched into the 
ftream^ and threatening inevitable deftrudioo to 
all that attempt to retard its progrefs* 

This fortrefs made a refiftance worthy of it- 
^If in the Spanifh wars^ and folely defied an 
hoft of eneipitt^ The rocfc is juftly termed 

Rheinfels^ 
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Rbcinfcls, the rock of the Rhine, by way of 
pre-eminence, as it is the boldeflr, and moft dc- 
tiachcd of any upon the borders of the Rhine. The 
town under it has the appellation of St. Gear. 

This town has alfb the right of toUage, pro* 
ceeding in all probability from its being under 
a new maftcr i it being under the jurifdidion of 
the Landgrave of Heffe Caflel. This circum- 
ftance, together with confidcrablc commerce 
in the articles of wines and hides, renders it 
fiourifhing and fprightly. It is well built, and , 
tiic fituation is charming. The great and ter- 
rible rock of Rheinfels is contrafted by the pla- 
cid expanfion of the river i and by the verdure 
of the neighbouring hills, that by prefcnting thehr 
broad furfaccs to tillage, manifeft that they pnc- 
fer general utility to grandeur, and favour the 
arts of peace more than the horrors of war. 

It being about two o'clock in the afternoon^ 
we went oh fhore and dined at the'fign of the 
^orrefter, or Green Mail, a public houTe on the 
Ihrrate, adjacent to the river. 

While dinner was preparing we waridered 
about the town. The ftreets are in general 
narrow, and being principally built of wood, 
like the city of Bacherach, it is fubjeft to fre- 
quent 'finfs. It has one fquare, however, that is 
tolerably fpacious, and the appearance of it is 
^ot dcfpicable. We alfo afccnded the ftupen- 
a dous 
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dous clifFto reconnoitre the adjacent country $ 
and returned as fatigued as we were delighted, 
and as well difpofed to partake of a good din^ 
ner as to repofe our weary limbs. Although an 
equal degree of elegance was not to be exped^ed 
in this more fequeftered place, with the hotels 
on the public roads, and in more populous cir 
ties, yet our repaft was good. Salmon, perch, 
and Rhine crabs gave an excellent reliih to a 
glafs of wine, that reflefted no difgrace on the 
neighbourhood of its growth. Our comply 
had by this time entered fully into the third ftage 
of firiendfhip. The refcrve of ftrangers was to- 
tally thrown afide, though the difpofition to 
oblige received frefh vigour, and was upon the , 
increafe, from its having fo repeatedly fucceeded. 
Ouf jolly landlord (hewed us two filver cups 
of great antiquity, and curious workmanfhijp ; 
the fides were charged with figures and infcrip- 
tions to us unintelligible, nor could our hoft ex* 
plain them. The bed: account he could give us 
of thefe cups was, that the one was (aid to have 
becAi a prefent to the city of St. Goar, by Chriff- 
tina, Queen of Sweden ; and the other by one 
of the Princes of the houfe of He(re Rheinfels, 
but upon what occaiion he knew not.' Thefe 
cups were intrufted to his care,Jn confequence 
of the public courts refpefting the police of the 
# ta/ii 
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town being hdd under his roof. He informed 
us alio of a ceremony not unlike the fingular 
cuftom ac Highgate, of fwearing ftrangers to 
the city of London. A heavy collar is produced, 
which the two fons of Charlemagne are faid to 
have conlecratedy on the day of their reconci- 
. liation^ that took place in this city ; and* when 
the Landlord meets with guefts> with whom the 
company dare venture to be jocular^ it is faftened 
about the neck of thofe who had never viliced the 
city before^ or they muft purchafe an exemption 
by a ftipulated number of bottles of Rhenifh wine. 
If they refufe> two godfathers chofen by the com- 
pany, oblige them to decide whether they will be 
chriftened with wateror with wine. If they fay with 
wtf/^ri a large quantity is poured upon theii: heads; 
but if they prefer wine, they are to drink a cer- 
tain number of toafts out of the(e filver cups. 

The general pleafurability of this place made us 
quit it with regret. That we might derive fomc 
comfort from it after our departure, we took with 
us a bottle of good Rhenifh, and laid in a pro* 
vifion of thefe (lighter delicacies, tea, fu^> 
cream, &c. &c. 

Being again placed in our boats, and having 
no immediate objeft to engage our attention 
equal to that we enjoyed] it was very natural after 



TofacePaKe S19 



V 



Kommt der tuereiTd, wah-rc frenn-d'e fo\-Ket mir; . 



Kommt der tugeifd, wah-rc frenn-de foi-j;et mir; 
LoTe-ly in - no-cence attend our fo-cial jojs; . t 
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anftunfre . freude 'ftohren?nichi(v«« nndre nnr be-Kcbron, 



• WaslcanAunfre . freude 'ftohren?nich^«« nndre nnr be-ijebrPii, 
. ll^ithouttbee,di - Tine ft treafurei Mortnls vainly foek for pleafiirc; 



iithouttnee,(ll - Tine it trealurei Mortnls vainiv loek for pieafiiri 
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Ru-be^dicb enuifinden wir.. Was Icann unfre - freude ftobrenr 



^ 



fu-be,dicb enipfinden w'ir.. Was kann anfre- freude ftobTCn? 
^.Ticiousplenfure ftin^ SCdies . Without thee,di - vincft trenfure, 



^Vicioujpieniure rtini;:s».illes. Without thee,di -vincft trcafure, 



\iyj}'^''t'^ 



ffffrffff 



^^ 



' ^ Dfch,was 8ndr5 nur be-<ehrt»n, Rii- he,dicb cmpfindeJi wir. 
^^rtak vajnljr feekforplenfure; Vicious pleafureftfpK^k dies. 



Unfire nnd der wahrbeit feinde 

Sind nicht mebr. 
Schenkt euch jetzt dem fanften ti>ebe> 
Stiller freoden, edlerliebc* 

IVerft die forgen hin ins meer. 
8€henkt eoch jetzt dem fanften triebc^ 
Stiller freuden, edler liebe, 

Werft die forgen bin ins meer. 



Unfire freude winkt der tugend 

Lxcbehd zu ; 
Unfer foricben reitzt den weifett* 
Unfer cmft gefallt den greifen, 

Und den mUden unfre rube. 
Unfer forfcben reitzt den weifen, 
Unfer emft gefallt den greifen, 

Und den miiden unfre rube» 



Falfebood/ hatred, envy, fneak to 

Sbades below i 
Fill your glafles bumper bigb to 
Friendibip, love, and probity, to 

All that banifb grief and woe. 
FiU your glaifes bumper high, to 
Fricndfbip, love, and probity, to 

jfUl that banifb grief and woe* 



Mirth like our's fair virtue {ccs with , 

Placid fmile. 
Age icfelf enjoys our fpirit. 
All the )vife confefs it's merit. 

Cares and griefs we thus beguile. 
Age itfelf enjoys our fpirit. 
All the wife confefs it's merit. 

Cares and griefs we thus be«;u;!f • 
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we were fomewhat fettled^ to call for a fong* 
With much lefs ceremony than before, the Phy- 
fician of Mentz felefted the foUowmg froni 
amongft a number that lay upon the table, and 
as the mufic was eafy I attempted the fecundo. 
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. You know that a fecond eichcr in a dud» •at % 
canvas for an oiBce, or in a fbng^is very likely one 
time or other to become a principal. Although no 
profefled finger, I acquitted myielf to their fads* 
fa^bion in this inferior ftation ; and they infifted 
upon my becoming a principal, by giving them 
a fong in the Englilh language. In vain I urged 
that it was as abfurd as praying in an unknown 
tongue; the profefTor declared he fhould be 
able to underftand me. A longer conteft would 
have indicated obftinacy, or an afFe<5bation of mo* 
defly. I therefore pitched upon one made by 
thejoint labours of my good friend, a learned 
and pious divine, and your humble fervant, as 
being moft pertinent to our fituation, and the 
track of country through which we had pafTed. 
It was the famous drinking fong of Anacreon. 
My friend had made a faithful and an elegant 
tranflation of it, but the verfiHcation \^as, not 
adapted to mufic. It was alfo too- littftal^for 
modern difcoveries, for poor Anacreon knew little 
of the folar fyftem ; befides I thought it defi- 
cient in that air of joviality, which is cffcntial to 
a fong in honour of the bottle. Thefe defeats 
I have attempted to fupply in the bcft manner 
I was able, and after making the requifite apo- 
logies, I ventured to fing as follows. 



THE KtltUt^ ^at 

I. 

The earth is a toper and drinks up the rain. 
And tho' ihe drinks deep, b Toon chirlly again ; > 
The trees are all topers frpm the hour of their birth. 
And they flourifh the more Is they drink from the earthy 

II. 
\ouT fmooth flowing rivers^ tho* fober they feem, 
Will ileal through large empires and tipple each dream 3 
Cool gales by old Ocedn are confbintly quaftf 
And he'll drbk yott down rivers and feas at a draught* 

III. 

Diana the prude flyly dpples by night. 
And it is by hel* tippling bet face (bines fo bright* 
From ^prcury to Georgium, each planet that rolls ; 
Drinks light round the Am> as we punch round our bowls 1 

IV. 
The jolly- fac'd Sun too— believe it of not—* 
60 bright and fo glorious, is (till but a fot > 
l^ith dews and with vapours he's wetdng his Hps^ 
And clouds beft can tell yon how much the Jrogne 6f$i 

V. 

The laws of Creadon then let us obey^ 
Give plenty of liquor to moiHen our clay^ 
Vou cenfure the botde ; but pray tell me why» 
While Nature it foaking, fhoold' we reo^dn dry f 
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LETTER LL 



From St. Gov to Coblentz. 

A S wc were thus amufing ourfclvcs, fbmc of 
us feated at the door of the cabin^ and others on 
the platform before it, our boat, afliftcd by the 
oars of the bargemen, paffed by the village of 
Walmich, adjacent to which are confpictious 
the ruins of the ancient caftle of Turenbcrg, and 
alfo the village of Erenthal, which is enlivened 
with a pleafant ifland in the front, and prote£):ed 
by mountains that are enriched with mines of 
filver in the rear; — the village of Kefter, with 
its lofty mountains, whofe fides are covered with 
vines, and whofe fummit is tufted with a thick um- 
brageous foreft i — Salzig, furrounded with vine- 
yards and orchards ; — the ruins of Leuwenftcin 
and Sternfcls j— Bornhovenj— and the numerous 
convents in the neighbourhood of Kamp, Time 
will not permit me to do juftice to thcfe. I muft 
however ftop to inform you, that at Bornhoven 
is a convent of Capuchin friars, moft pleafantly 

fituated 
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fituated amidft vineyards and nneadows, and or- 
namented with a majcftic alley of walnut-trees; 
with thefe terreftial charms^ it is fuppofcd to 
enjoy fonne celcftial power;, as it is the refort 
of numerous pilgrims, who find thcmfelves abun- 
dantly relieved, by paying their vows, and their 
money, and receiving abfolution from the holy 
fraternity. Kamp is fuppofed to be derived 
from Campus 5 and there arc many traces of a 
Roman camp difcovered on the fpot. 

You may now imagine us before Boppart, or 
Poppart. This is a very ancient town, there 
being undoubted documents of its having exifted 
before the year 86o* It appears from the water 
to have a very refpeftable appearance 1 but they 
who know it bed, are not fanguine in its praifes. 
Boppart was alfo transferred by Henry the 
Seventh to his brother Balwin^ Archbiftiop of 
Treves, in the year 131 2, and fincc that period 
has belonged to the electorate. Once, indeed, 
it made an effort for independency, but the de- 
ftrudion of one part of the town, reduced the 
other to the yoke of obedience* 

The fituation of Boppart renders it a pleafing 
pifturc. It is not altogether dcftitute of gran- 
deur, but its charafter is rather that of being 
inviting. The mountains on the left hand, 
behind the town, rife with great majcfty one 
Y 2 abov5 
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above anethcr, making three ftages, and at each 
ftage an ample placf6rm prcfents its furface to 
tillage, or is covered with wood-. On the right 
hand, the. hills, though nearly perpendicular^ 
are cloathed with vines, interfefted by numbers 
of artificial terraces up to the fummit. The re- 
ceifion of hills in a north-weft dire&ion, and 
the fudden turn of the Rhine to the eaft, form 
an opening towards the north, which is enriched 
with the view of diftant hills, venerable callles> 
and ^xtcnfive forefts. ^he moft ftriking point 
of view is immediately after you have paffed the 
town J the retrofpeft commands the town in 
full afpedt, with its fpiritual proteftor, the large 
and venerable Gothic cathedral, and manifefts, 
at once, the fublimity and fertility of m 
mountains. 

At a fmall diftance from Boppart, oppofite to 
the hill and cattle of Niederfberg, the Rhine 
forms an acute angle ; it feems on a fudden to 
have changed its purpoie, and tired of pufhing 
forwards towards the north-weft, turns about 
and determines to return to the eaft. To coa- 
fefs the truth, notwichft-i^ding the airs he may 
give himfelf, Rhine is no free agent in this 
change j he is compelled to it by a phalanx i>f 
mighty rocks, drawn up on each fide of the 
ftream> to obftrud bis pafT^e in any other 

dirediooi 



tHE RHINE, 325 

dire<5tion. He is manifeftly difconcerted, foams 
and roar$3 and forms eddies and whirlpools in a- 
kind of phrenfy. They let him foam, and vent 
his rage, and they mock his roar by re-echoing 
it among themfelves. Were you to behold thefe 
rocks, you would not be furprifed at their 
aufterity againft the Rhine j they have not one 
pleafing trait in their afpeft ; mott of them are- 
rugged and barren ; many threaten to fall upon 
the heads of the moft inoffenfive paflfengers. 
The tops of others recede fomewhat from their 
perpendicular brethren, and by their being tufted 
with trees, feem to have more benignant natures. 
But even thefe are treacherous ; for the fheets of 
flate continually detached from their fides, not 
only cbntribute towards altering the courfc of 
the river, but threaten to choak it up. 

But to fpeak in more humble profe: — As we 
entered this gloomy defile, we were at a lofs 
, which way the ftream could pofiibly conduft us 
outs its courfe was threatened, at every inftant^ 
to be eflfciftually impeded by the bold perpen- 
dicular cliffs that advanced to obftruft its pro- 
grefs : for the fpacc of three miles, nature did 
not once look gay, all was gloom and horror. 
A few fcattered huts of fifhermeti, cleave, like 
bird's- nefts, to the fide of the hilk, wherever 
(hey will permit the freedom j and a few images 
Y3 oL 
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of faints, and crucifixes, are placed on an cmi*- 
Qence, to give a religious turn to thcfe gloomy 
retirements. Our boatman, to increafc our 
horrors, related feveral murders that were com^ 
mitted upon paflcngers by ruffians, who efcaped 
among the hills -, and his wife, whofe good 
qualities and obliging difpofuion demanded a 
more early introduftion to your acquaintance, 
alTured us that ghofts and apparitions frequently 
Ijaunted this dreary place. 

Our philofopher made fome very pertinent 
remarks upon the pleafure derived from fcenes 
of horror. He was manifeftly a difciplc of 
Burke, whofe treatife on the Sublime, he con- 
feflfd he had read with the greateft pleafurc, 
He concluded his obfervation& with adverting to 
the wonderful fingularity of our make, by which 
^e arc enabled to derive pleafure from fubjefts 
naturally calculated to inflift pain -, by this mofl; 
benevolent conftitution, is our capacity for en- 
joyments cncreafed, by the very means which 
threaten to deftroy ir. 

. At length thefe morofe and gigantic hills gra- 
dually filed off to the right and left, opening to 
us a view of the whole region of Sfays^ Peter- 
fpay, Mittlefpay, Niederfpay on the one fide, 
Braubach, and the caftle of Maixburg, on the 
other, By ^h fuddcn change, our ladies, in 

particular. 




^ 



^ 



i ^ 



> 

^^^ 



THE R H I N 1. 327 

particular, found themfelves recompcnced for 
the preceding fcenes of horror. The caftle 
ftands upon a bold independent rock : —the bach 
of Brau, or Brau-fpring, furniflies mineral water, 
and in its neighbourhood are mines of lead and 
filver. 

We had fcarcely taken a view of the caftle 
before we arrived at the fpot, which has the 
lingular and abfurd name of Hund/rug^ literally 
the Dog's back, which appellation is to be 
afcribed to a fimilar blunder with your Bell and 
Savage, inftead of La Belle Sauvage j or. Bull 
and Mouth ftreet, inftead o( Bologne Mouth. 
It is a corruption of Hunns rug: — the return 
oftheHunns or Hungarians. Hiftory informs us, 
that they formerly poffefled a large trad: of country 
between the MofcUe and the Rhine -, but being 
driven out by the Emperor Gratian, they paflcd 
the Rhine at this place. It forms a pleafing 
landfcape, and is much admired as exhibiting a 
view of placid nature. Vineyards, forefts, and 
pafture-ground, feem to vie with each other in 
yielding their ftores to the fervice of man. A 
fimilar view of a frtiall town, or city of Ober- 
lahnftein, prefented itfelf immediately after we 
had pafled this, which may be deemed a com- 
panion to it. In many things it has the pre- 
ference i the cottage is ftieltered from the winds 
Y- 4 by 
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by the umbrageous trees, and excites the idea of 
rural tranquillity. The twin mountains on the 
oppofite ihore : the one boldly rifing and ter- 
minated with a turret, or kind of watch tower ; 
the other more lofty but yet more fertile, with 
the comely village at its bafe 5 and the Rhine 
that expands and feems to enjoy its enlargement * 
from thofe narrow confines that h^d fo lately dif-^ 
turbed its courfe, exhibited a perfeft contrail to 
tlje fcenes of horror we had pafled. This was 
no unwelcome tranfition from the fublime to 
the beautiful. 

Oberlahnftein belongs to the Eleftor of Mentz ; 
and a new territory, according to cuftom, de-" 
mands a new tax ; in order to fatisfy which, we 
were obliged to crofs the riyi^r. The prcfent 
Eleftor has built a country feat, and formed an 
cxtcnfive garden in this place, of which he is fo 
fond, thaf it may be ftid to rival his favorite. 

Nearly oppofite to Lahnftein, is the famous 
Konings Stahl, literally Kings feat. This is a 
turret in the form of an oftagon, built upon a 
fmall eminence, and furrounded with venerable 
walnut-trees. It is not more than eleven or 
twelve feet in height ; a few fteps conduft to 4 
platform, on which is placed a circuitous bench, 
or feat of ftone. It was here that the Eleftors 
« Wfed to affemble in the fourteenth century, to 

chufc 
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chufe an Emperor, and to deliberate about 
aflFairs of ftate. It is in confequcnce of this cir- 
cumftancc, that the city of Rhens, towhich it 
belongs, ftill enjoys many privileges : its wines 
arc exempt from the toll eftablilhed at Ober- 
Jahnflein; and all the materials for buildings 
i. e. wood, ftone, and flate, arc free from the 
toUage of Boppart, for the fmall acknowledge- 
ment of two florins per year. It is alfo entitled 
to vend and purchafe merchandize at Coblentz, 
equally wi.th the citizens of the place. Adjacent 
to this tower, is the fpot where the imperial 
jcrown was taken from the Emperor Venceflas, 
jn the year 1400. 

Between the two Lahpfteins, the upper and 
netbery the river Lahn pours its current into the 
Rhine. I had occafion to mention this river, as 
we paflfed through Ems and Naflau, in our 
journey from Coblentz to Mentz. After having 
meandered through vales and romantic wilds, 
with a fpecies of miniature grandeur, and ac- 
quired a degree of refpeftability by its travels, 
it ventures to form a union with the mighty 
Rhine. 

We were now advancing towards the clofe of 
the day, and the end of our journey. The 
ifland of Oberwerth, the lofty monaftery of Car- 
thufians, and the city of Coblentz, were before 

us. 
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US, towards our left hand. The village of 
Horgheim, celebrated for a grape that refembles 
claret, and PfofFendorp, with a glimpfe of Eh» 
renbeitftcin, was before us, towards the right. 
—The fun was taking his leave, of oiir hemif- 
pherc beyond the diftant hills, between Stolzen- 
fels and the Carthufian convent. We were all 
delighted with enchanting fcenes, fo well adapted 
to the varied pleafures of the day. Our pro- 
feffor, in particular, turning towards the weft, 
with the enthuGafm of a Perfian towards the eaft, 
burft forth into the following addrcfs to the 
evening. The melody in his heart cooipenfated 
for the dcfefts of voice. 
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I. I. 

Komm, ftiller Abends nicdcr. Come filent Eve, retam again, 
Aiif unfrc kleine flur ; Our homcly^cottagc view ; 

Dir toncn unfre liedcr. And hear us fing a chcarful ftrain, 
Wie fchon bid du, Natur ! To thee and Nature due. 



Schon fteigt die abcndrothc The fun retires yon hills behind, 

Herab ins kiihlc thai ; And finks into the fea ; 

Bald glanzt in fanfter rothe Glancing his ray s both mild&kind, 

Der fonne lezter ftrahL Oh bluihing maid, on thee. 

3- • 3- 

All iiberall herrfcht fchwcigcn To thee he yields the foothingfway, 

Nur fchwingt der vogel chor Inviting all to rell ; 
Hoch aus den dunkeln z weigen The birds conclude the happy day. 

Den nachtgefang empor. With iinging on thy breaft. 

4. 4. 

Komm, lieber Abend, nieder. Come (ilent Eve, return again, 

Auf unfre kleine flur ; Our homely cottage view ; 

Dir tonen unfre lieder And hear us fing a chearful ftrain, 

Wie fchon bift du Natur. To thee and Nature due. 

After he had finiflicd, he informed us, that 
it was cuftomary for the villagers in his country, 
to fing the above Ode, and others of a Iiniilar 
nature, at the doors of their houfes, on the clofc 
of a fummer's day. 

Let us, my dear, fays the Doftor to his lady, 
fing the duetto which is fo frequently fung by 
parties on the water, at Mcntz. 

Before 
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Before I give you this duetto, I rhuft inform 
you that it is a compofition of a very lingular 
nature. The author, Stolberg, endeavoured to 
vary the fignification of a very limited number 
of phrafcs, fo as to diverfify the imagery as 
much as poflible: it is without rhime in the 
original ; but I. perceived, in my attempt to 
tranflate it, that fo clofe an imitation would ap* 
pear flat and infipid. I have, however, been as 
fparing of rhime as poflible, by a repetition of 
the fame word, in two different conncdions. 



Oeber den wipfeb des wefUichen bunei 
Winket ans fivundlkh der rothliche fdidni 

Unter den zwetgen des ofUichen hainet 
TanaeC der kalme im rothlichen fcheb 9 

Fxende des luminekjt and nihe des hainet 
Athmet dk io^ im crrdthenden fchdn* 



Ach* es entfchwindet mit thadgem flftgd 
Uns anf den wkgenden wellen die seeit. 

Morgen entfchwinde mit fchimmerndem flagel 
Wieder« wie geftern and heute, die zdt; 

Bb wir anf boherem ftrahlendem flagd 
Sdber ontfcbwinden der wcchfclndea wSi^ 



Over die rummit of yon weftem finvCp 

So kindly we're (mil'd at by Sol's purple ray t 

Under dia branches of yon eaftem foxeft> 
The reeds as they're wavingrefled purple day % 

The fmiles of the heavens and thu tranqoil fbreft^ 
Infiife io the fiwl fwreet hope's cheery ray. 



See how we hailen on time's broadeft pinioot 
Over life's billows, far fwifter dian wind I 

To-day is advancing on time's broadeft pinions. 
It brings on to-morrow, and leaves years behind, 

fTill we foar upwards on yet fwifter pmons, 
LctTcirorldwidiitsbiUowiiaadoatftripthcwind* 
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You are now to fuppofe us lapded at Coblentz, 
entering the Rheinchor, and proceeding to the 
fign of the Ihip, a public-houfe adjacent to the 
river. This was recommended to us by our 
boatman, who urged that its contiguity to the 
Rhine might fave us half an hour in the morning. 
As we had no chaife and four to rattle along the 
ftreets j as we had feen and had been feen at 
Coblentz, as much as pur hearts could deGre, 
my friend and myfdf had no objedtion to the 
propolal. Our accommodations, were decent : 
we took, a hafty fupper, and retired early to bed, 
our fpirits being fomewhat exhaufted by the 
fjcertions of the day, and having the obligation 
of early rifing before us on the morrow. 

Our profcffor took his leave, by exprefling 
the extreme pleafure he had received, adding, 
that the enjoyments of the day would, in his 
cftiniation, compenfate for an half year of infi- 
pidity. My friend and felf .were inclined to the 
fame fcntiment j— but the young couple looked 
at bimy and at us, with amazement, and at each 
other with a glow of countenance that ap^ 
proached to a blufli,-— but they faid not a word. 
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VINEYARDS, &c. 

IN my dcfcription of our paffage from 
Mentz to CoblentZj I was too much enchanted 
with the beauteous face of nature, and with the 
romantic fcenes that perpetually engaged our at- 
tention, to compofe my fpirits for cool narrative, 
or circumftantial detail. Now thefe fpirits arc 
fomewhat evaporated, I can fit myfelf down 
with a degree of compofure to give ydu a gene- 
ral idea of the vitiferous riches — if you will to- 
lerate a word that favours of pedantry, for which 
thefe diftrifts are fo juftly renowned. My for- 
mer defcriptions will have convinced you of the 
great abundance of thefe vineyards ; but finceyou 
are rather partial to the fermented juice of the 
Rhenilh grape, an account of their compara- 
tive excellencies, and an indication of thofc fpots 
which are produflive of the choiceft neftar, 
cannot be deemed unintercfting. 

The whole courfe of the Rhine from Bonn to 

the 
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the mountains fouth of Mentz, is adorned with 
vineyards furniQiing wines of no mean flavour 
to rejoice the heart of man with this favourite 
beverage j but the fpace from Mentz to Cob- 
lentz yields the moft luxurious juices, and 
chiefly fupplies the demands of foreign coun* 
tries. 

In fpeakingof thepofitiv^, comparative, and 
fuperlative excellency of thefe wines, you can- 
not expedl;, my good friend, that I Ihould fpeak 
wholly from experience. Whatever efForts we 
may have made during our vifit in thefe quar- 
ters, the time was too fhort, and the varieties 
too numerous, for us to make many experi- 
ments, or to acquire the gufius eruditus neceffary 
to become tafters general for the refpeftable 
community of Rhenifti-winc-drinkers. I ihall 
therefore be guided by <j^her authorities, and 
prindpally by that of Gerkiny a German writer, 
who has treated this fubjeft at large. 

The general divifion of the vineyards, ex- 
tending from Mentz to Coblentz, is into thofe 
of the Rbiftgan, properly fo called, and into the 
regions fouth eaft and north weft of that diftrift. 
The name of Rhingan is frequently given to 
the whole traft of hilly country that follows the 
courfe of the river, but the proper diflridt of 
the Rhingan commences, as I have already in- 
formed 



2^6 THE RHtNE. 

formed yoo, at Nieder Wallaufy and terminatcJ 
At Lorrkbi Of the fouth eaft divifion, Ment^ 
cnay be confidered as the central pointy and ic 
is furrounded with vineyards of the firft 
quality. The vines in the higheft reputation on 
this or the wcftern fide of Mentz, are the 
vines of BGdenbeim^ Laubenbeim^ Nierjiein^ Bijb* 
heimy Dienbeim, Har/cbbeim^ &c* The vines 
on the other, or eaftern fide of the river, and 
in the neighbourhood of Mentz, are thofe of 
wicked Cojibeim and Hocb-beim, which are very 
cxtenlive. Of thefe the Hocb^biim grape is the 
beft known to the Englifh : and when its wines 
are duly maturated by age, they are celebrated 
by the name of Old Hock. It is faid that other 
countries prefer the growth of the Rhingans 
Whether this preference arifes from a kind of 
ncceffity, or from, the monopoly of thefe other 
wines for the confumption of England \ — 
which moft readily paying the beft prices for a 
commodity that is reputed the beft> leaves no 
other choice to their neighbours, — or whether 
the preference arifes from a diflference of taftc, 
J ihall not determine. Much lefs will I afiert 
fhat all the Old Hock confumed among you can 
acknowledge the hills of Hockheim for itt 
parent. 
Of thp jRbhgan, the produce of 4f^^^*^fi^^* 

fitly 
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jen^ Ebrenfelsy and Rudejheitny and the IpotS ad- 
jacent, known by the names of Haupt-berg^ 
Rodtlaniy and Hinterhaufen^ are of the Jirft 
clafsi The numerous vineyards on the hills of 
Bingen, are alfo placed among the choiceft in 
the neighbourhood of Riidefbeim. They arc^ 
of the Orleans gtape. Thefe hills are in fome 
parts ib fteep, that manure can be conveyed in 
no other manner than on the backs of the la- 
bourers. The fecond clals are the vines of 
Geiftnhcimi Rothenbcrgi and KapellgarUn, fpots 
contiguous. Of the third elafs are, the Johan- 
nifberg, and the Fuldifehe Scblofsbcrgi Joban^ 
nejberg excels almoft every other place in the 
Red Blekeri But the Bleker is not placed in the 
firfl: clafs by connoifleurs^ Next to the above^ 
the vines of Hattenbeim and Marker-brunner 
are preferred^ Fifthly^ thofe which are culti* 
vated by the Gloyfter of Eberbasb. Sixthly, 
thofe of Kittericb and Grdfenberg. Seventhly, 
the vines of Rauentbal and the adjacent hill* 

In the north-weft divifionj the vineyards of 
Baccbaracby Kaub, and Oberwezeli are the ntK>fl 
cfteemed* The two hills of Vogtjbergy and 
Kublberg, adjacent to Baccbaracb^ which abound 
with blue flate, yield a wine that is much ad* 
mired for its odour and mufcadcUe flavour^ Iq 
general thofe parts which are the moft adjacent 
yoL« !!• Z to 
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to the Rhingan, are ftippofed to be produftiveof 
the fincft grapes ; and in proportion as the diftrift 
advances towards the north, the wines beconic 
of an inferior quality ; excepting in particular 
(jpots that are highly favoured by nature^ or that 
enjoy unufual cultivation. 

The above arrangement marks with fufficient 
accuracy the degrees oi ejiitnation ; but who ihall 
determine the degrees of influence which this 
cftimation may have upon the tajle ? The real 
diflference muft be too fmall, in many inftances, 
for the niccft palate to difcriminate j and in fbmc 
cafes we may admit that the reputed tafte of 
fome great Perfonage, either of an Emperor or 
an Archbifhop, or of fome acknowledged Con- 
noiffeur, is fufficient to diflfufc a flavour over a 
whole vineyard, or to prove as baneful as the 
fteam of burning fulphur, to the generous fer- 
mentation of its juices. Again the Angle vint- 
age of fome fortunate year may raife or deprefs 
the reputation of fubfequent produftions for 
many feafons. But, with all thefe allowances 
for fancy, certain rules are eftiabliflied, which not 
only thcoiy, but experience and obfcrvation will 
juftify. For example. — The diftrifts Gtuated in 
the more fouthcrn parts„ by being expofed to the 
more genial warmth of the fun, enjoy a more 
early and more nwturatedgrape,tlian the northera 

diftrifts.*— ► 
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diftrifts*— A charaftcriftic difference is alfo ob* 
ferved in the diftrift of the Rbingan, between 
the vineyards planted on the borders of the 
Rhine, and thofe which advance towards the 
foreft of Landefwald. It is obferved that in dry 
and fultry feafons, the vineyards proximate to 
the foreft, ripen more kindly than the others; 
while thcfe.have the advantage in more wet and 
chilly fummers. On hills which furnifh a heavy 
foil, compofed chiefly of marl and ftone, the 
wines are faid to poffefs the ftrongeft and moft 
durable body ; but in foils of a more fandy na«- 
ture, the wines bcconie more light and volatile. 
Thofe hills, enjoying a foil between the two ex- 
tremes, that furniih a light earth to the vines, 
witliout being too ifandy, and that fufficiently 
retain moifture from invigorating ihowers, with- 
out being inundated by them, are fuppofed to 
yield the moft wholefonr)e wines, which alfo re- 
tain their flavour the longeft : and this is emi- 
nently the foil of Hockheim. On the contrary, 
when the vineyards areplanted in a lower ground, 
abounding with clay, and retaining chilly damps, 
they yield an harfti unwholefome juice, which 
requires feveral years before it becomes pota- 
ble : — Thofe wine& poffefs the fineft flavour 
which are produced from, a ground confifting 
of a mixture of flate, linaeftone, and red marl.— 
Z 2 Refpcdt- 
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Refpefbing pofitionj the hills which poffeis a 
gentle declivity^ and that prefent their furfaces 
towards the fbuth^ yields in general^ the moft 
perfeft juices i yet there are inftanccs where 
mountains almoft too fteep for cukivation afford 
a generous grape, as at Bingen, — Grounds that 
have been newly cultivated or manured, produce 
highly flavoured wines, but they are not deemed 
the moft wholefome* 

Perhaps there is not a fruit that undei^goes 
more remarkable changes by tranfplanting from 
its nacivefbil than the grape ; — thatmore perfe&lf 
adapts itfelf toics new habiudon, infome cafes> 
or that nK>re fpeedily degenerates in others. 
The vines of France planted on thefe borders of 
the Rhine, foon acquire that tartarous flavour 
which characterizes the Rhcnilh grape; or at 
leaft they blend their original charafteriftic with 
the peculiarities of the newly adopted region^ 
The great variety of grapes cultivated in the 
diftrids we have paffed through, illuftrates this 
afTcrcion. 

The different fpecies are, Jlr^ the common 

or the Rieflinge grape, which has been (b long 

in poffeflion of thefe regions, that it may be 

^deemed a native. This, next to the grape of 

Orleans^ yields the bcft> the ftrongcft, and 

the 



the earlieft wines : Jecondly^ the Orleans grape, 
the orange, or red Burgundy, and rhc grape called 
Che Lambert : thirdly, thofc which are cultivated 
in private gardens, more particularly that calkd 
Kleimbergery (Climbhill) and the mufcadelle. 
The two firft of the kinds fpecificd, fcem to be 
pcrfeftly at home in the Rbingan. Every other 
ipecies, and particularly the Rulland grape, de- 
generates. Among thofe which prolper, the red 
Burgundy is the foremoft. This feems pecu- 
liarly adapted to the foil in the neighbourhood 
of Afmaunjhaujm. It is ripe fourteen days t2X^ 
Ber than the iJi§^i;fj^, which, as it is ready for 
fale at the autumnal fair of Frankfort, is an ad- 
vantageous circumiitance for the merchant. It 
will ripen kindly in libafons that are not favour- 
^ble to other grapes i nor does the red colour of 
the hu/k, coiiimunicate the flighteft tinge to the 
juice. 

I need not inform a connoifl*eur, that the 
criteria of good Rhenifh wine are,— an agree- 
able odour and tafte;-— perfect tranfparency. 
When new the colour is pale. It acquires a 
deeper hue by age, and very frequently by ar- 
tifice. — Good Rhenifli wine fimmers and fparkles 
while it is pouring into the glafs, delighting 
both the ear and the olfaAory nerves of the. 
genuine connoifieur.— If poured hrijkly, a mo- 
Z 3 mentary 



341 TMB RHINE. 

incntary froth is excited, formed xA Jmall beads 
or bubbles, which immediately difappear. If 
the bubbles continue any time, there is reafon 
to fufpedt that feme faponaceous body has been 
added. 

The prime wines are not cheap at their fource. 
I have already hinted the great refpeft paid to 
them by Pope Pius the Second, and the Em- 
ptror Venceflds, and other perfonages. . Bu^ you 
will alledge perhaps that his Holinefs improved 
the quality of the wine, as he could of -water, 
fimply by giving it his blelTing j and that Em- 
perors are more liberal in their purchafes than a 
common wine-merchant. Well then, I (hall 
inform you by way of a more accurate fpecimen, 
that the wines of Johannifberg arc efiimated at 
four thoufand gwlders the Stubpa/Sy or Fuder^ 
at their average price. A fuder contains about 
eight obmsy equal to three hundred and fixty 
gallons. In extraordinary years the price has 
been double. It is aiferted that an Englifh gen- 
tleman purchafed in the year 178 1 a fuder of 
this Johannlfberg of the growth of 1779, for 
no leis a fum than one thoufand guineas. As 
the Johannift)erg wines are not of the firft qua- 
lity, you may form fomc idea of the value 
placed upon the wines of Rudejheim and Hock^ 
beim. But my information goes no farther. 

3 In 
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In addition to the original purchafe, the va- 
lue of Rhenilh wines is greatly incrcafed to the 
confumer by the number of tolls lexaded by every 
diftinft potentate, and in every diftinftjurifdic* 
don : fo that the Princes and Eleftors, whofc 
territories are detached and fcattered along the 
Rhine, fometimes reiterate their demands. 
An inftance has been given you refpedting the 
Eleftor of Mentz, who repeats his demand at 
Oberlabn fteifiy for goods that have already paid 
tollage at Mentz. From Mentz to St. Goar^ 
there are not lefs than five tolls j and from St. 
Goar to Leudefdorf, near to Andernach, there 
Jtre alfo five j that is not lefs than ten difierent 
tolls in the fpacc of about fixty-three Englifli 
miles. How the veflcls may efcape from thence to 
€ologne, I know not. It is probable that the 
demand will be more moderate^ as that fpace is 
not fo divided and fub-divided amongft difie-. 
rent matters. But in the whole courfe of navi- 
gation from Cologne to Amfterdapi and Rot- 
terdam, the impofition recommences with new 
vigour. I have been informed that a Cologne 
veflcl pays twelve tolls, every trip it makes to 
or from thefe places. Each province of Hol- 
land, and each city in each province being in- 
dependent of the other, moft eageijy exerts thefe 
feparatc afts of fovereignty. 

Z 4 Thefe 
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Thcfe cxaftions arc different at difl^Fcnt 
places. I have not given myfelf the trouble of 
enquiring into minutiae, but that the fum toul of 
fuch taxes muft amount to an enormous height, 
is obvious from what has already been obferved 
concerning the revenues enjoyed by the Elector 
of Ment^. Of this revenue, according to 
BMJbeck^ fixty thoufand guilders are produced 
by the general collage on the Rhine ; and one 
hundred thoufand by an lexcife upon wine$ 
alone. Nor mud we omit to add the fqms con* 
fumed in the mode of gathering thcfc taxes, to 
the net produce obtained by territorial Lords* 
The place of a Cuftom-houfe officer confers no 
fmall degree of digpity and importance in the 
Germans cat;es,and muft ofconfequence be main- 
tained with a certain ecUt, At each Cuftom- 
houfe on the Rhine, there are generally fouf 
officer^, a clerk, an examiner, a check, and 4 
fuperintendant, Thefe are in part fupported by 
ilipends from their principals ; and in part by 
certain claims on the matters of the vefTels. But 
as thefe conveyers ^re obliged to increafe the 
price of freight in proportioi^, the wliole ulti- 
mately falls upon the merchandize. In each 
diftrift the Lord of the manor impofes his owq 
laws and rcgylationsj which it is more difficult 
to evade with impuni:y than any laws refpefting 

the 
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t^e order of fociety, or the morals of the Tub* 

Thcfe rights, or rather claims of toUagc, 
commenced at a period when fcarcely any other 
right was kqown^ than that of the ftrongefti 
when every fpecies of commerce was held in 
contempt by potentates and fubjeds, who glo- 
ried in being warlike, while they envied the 
wealth which began to follow commerce. Some 
of thefe tolls were impofed by Princes that they 
might be able to reward their adherents and al- 
licfs, without diftreiEng their own fubjefts. It 
is faid that Count Dietrich von Katzenellenbogen^ 
firft eftablifhed ^ Cullom-houfe at Saint Goao 
\n the ye^r I300> to recompenci* his followers 
for their ipitited defence of Rheinfels, that was 
befieged for (he fpace of 14 months without 
fuccefs : and it is yit\\ known that Charles the 
Fifth impofed m^ny taxeji ypon merchandizes 
in order to ppprefs the Hanfecowns^ of whole 
increafing Vealth, and confeqqently increafing 
power, he w^ extremely jealpus. 

Now a fpirit of commerce begins to be more 
diffufed through Germany, and there are many 
cities where Ein Kauffinanu poflefEng property 
begins to be refpedted almoft as much as a 
Prince who has none, the complaint againft 
c}icfe impolitions is becoming gcneraU That 

they 
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tbcy are exorbitant is univerially acknowledged ; 
that they are very injurious to comntierce is the 
general complaint : but as they are fo kneaded 
with^ and moulded into the fyftem of finance -, as 
potentates will not be difpofed to ^elinquifli the 
prefent fchemcs of their wealthy without fome 
fubftitute i and as no fubftitute can be devifed 
that would not be unpopular, by opprefling the 
fubjeft in order to relieve Grangers, this is an 
abufe which we are not to expert will be ipeedily 
removed. 

• Notwithftanding the pifturefque fcenes which 
fnch numerous vineyards prefent to view:—. 
Dotwithftanding the pleafant ideas of luxurious 
conviviality they excite, they are by no means 
the primary bleffings of a country. The axiom 
is founded in obfervation, that poverty is moft 
prevalent where the vine is moft cultivated. Bac- 
chus, whatever joviality he may occafion, has 
not the benevolence of Ceres j although by 
exh iterating the fpirits, be may for afeafon con« 
ceal the diftrefs he occafionfi. Wine is a luxury 
which cannot furnilh either food or raiment to 5 
the peafant, and the real neceflaries of life are 
always the dearcft where this fuperfluity becomes 
the chief article of attention and of comnicrce. 
They are purchafed zsfcreign commodities, and 

con- 
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conlequently at an advanced price. It is alio 
to be obferved that no fpccies of commerce is 
more precarious than the juice of the vine. Tfec 
delicacy of thefe wines conftitutes all their value^ 
and this delicacy depends upon fo many contin- 
gencies, that the hopes of the cultivator, and of 
all his dependents are perpetually difappointed. 
A feries of bad years being fo deurimental to 
the proprietor, he has no other method of fe- 
curing himfelf, than by giving fmall wages to 
thehufbandman ; and the hufbandman is reduced 
to a ftate bordering upon abfolute want, in every 
unfavourable feafon. 
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from Coblcntz to Neuwied* 

ALTHOUGH the vociferations of the ho* 
neft boatman on the fecond morning of our 
paflage^ did not found fo myficallfy to our ear$ as 
on theprecedingi andour animal fpirits,fadgued 
by unuilial exercipns^ would have rejoiced in a 
little more indulgence, yet we immediately 
obeyed his command. We rofc with all expe* 
dition^ took a hafty breakfaft, and placed our* 
(elves in the boat before the dial of an adjacent 
monaftery, reBeding the rays that were darted 
upon it, through the fifllire of a mountain^ had 
pointed at the hour of (ix» 

Some general idea of the country from An* 
dernach to Coblentz has been given you in a 
former letter % and it was remarked that the re- 
ceding hills fpread themfelves our into alpacious 
amphitheatre, furrounding an extcnfive and fer-* 
tile plain. You will have perceived alfo, from 
the dcfcriptipns given of the tradt of country 

from 
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from Mentz to Coblentz, that tfcer we had been 
inclofed for ieveral miles between the moiin«* 
tains, we again obtained an enlargement, upon 
our arrival at Coblentz, the fcene opening into 
this plain in an oppofite dire&ion. Lei me now 
add, that the Rhine manifefts his preference to 
the hills which fkirt the eaftern and north-eaftern 
horizons ; and that in his courfe to Neuwied, 
and from thence to Andernach, numerous vil- 
lages, monafteries, convents, and caftles totally 
difmantled, half repaired or modernized, (hew 
their grateful attachment to this majeftic river, 
by placing themfclves on each fide of his bor- 
ders, as clofe as poflible to his benevolent 
ftream. Some indeed, covetous of his waters, 
take pofleflion of fertile iflands, and thus enjoy 
the advantage of a double current. 

I fliall enumerate the principal of thefe, give 
you their charaderiftics, but not detain you 
with minute defcriptions. 

If time and patience would allow mt, I could 
juftly celebrate the praifes of Shoenfbergslufty 
a rural palace, belonging to the Eledor of 
Treves, that is adjacent to the city on the lefc 
borders of the river ; and alfo the fmart village 
of Neuendorfs contrafted by the impoveriflied 
Orber^ on the oppofite fliore. — I could point 
out to you at a fingle glance of the eye, three 

con- 
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convents, the one placed at JVallerJbeimy the 
other upon the ifland^ and in the centre of the 
Tillage of Niederwortby and the third at Be/fe^- 
lick, contiguous to the eaftern border, Thefc 
are ib near to each other, and in luch a direc-^ 
tion, that the devout nuns, frequently and with- 
out any peculiar efforts of voice relieve each other 
m the refponfes of their morning and evening 
fervices. — ^Were we to ftop at the village of 
Vallendary by the fide of a rivulet on the right 
hand, you might contemplate various manufac- 
tories, of wool-dyeing, drefling of leather, pipe-* 
making, and alfo an extenfive pottery. Con- 
cerning the laft article I (hall juft obferve, that 
at this village and fome others in the vicinity of 
Coblcntz, are made the earthen ware which is 
diftinguiflied among us by the name of Keulfcb 
or Cologne ware. It is made of a coarfe fandy 
iarth. The veffcls are of various fizes and 
fliapes, according to their deftined ufe, but they 
arc all of an antique form, flightly glazed, 
painted of a light blue, and uncouthly orna- 
mented with deeper Ihades of the fame colour, 
Thefe are the utenfils that make fo confpicupus 
a figure in many of the Dutch and Flemilb 
paintings. They ftrike you the more forcibly 
with the venerable appearance of antiquity, at 
they are no longer in ufe aiiu>ng you ^ but they 

are 
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arc ftill preferred on account of their cheapnefi, 
by the good houfewives in Germany, and alfb 
in the Dutch villages. Perfons of a higher 
rank among us have difmiffcd them from their 
parlours, into their kitchens and pantries. With 
all thcfc advantages of art, Vallendar enjoys 
many of nature's bleflings. The vineyards 
thrive fufficiently to give excellent beverage to 
the inhabitants ; the fituation is falubrious, and 
theprofpefts from the hills extenfivc and de- 
lightful.-^Leading you by Kejjfelbeimy Sebaftian 
Enger, Kalten Enger, as our boat pafles that 
way, I fhall fimply point out to you their nu- 
merous orchards which are in thefe places fub- 
ftitutedfor vineyards : — ^By calling your eye over 
the river you may diftinguifli Beudorf, Mullen^ 
bofen^ and the verlerable caftle of Sayn. Ben- 
dorf requires fome attention on account of an 
iron foundery, which employs a multitude of 
•hands ; and that it is in a flourifliing ftate, is 
apparent from the number of neat and comfort- 
able dwellings, placed among fome that rife to 
refpe£tability, and are adorned with gardens. 
Roman Catholics, Lutherans, and Proteftants, 
unite harnrK)nioufly in the diiSerent occupations 
of the foundery, without the leaft quarrel con- 
cerning differences in religion. Not a finglc 
ftpoke of the hammer is aimed at popery, nor 

do 
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do any of the furnaces glow for the cfonrerfiori 
of hcreticks; At Mullenbafen^ my friend, rife 
Rhinc,rcceivcs no incon^rable tribute from the 
river Sayn, that coUcdking the rivulets from the 
adjacent mountains, pays in their rcfpcftivc 
treafures to the Sovereign^ with greater fidelity 
than is known among coltefbors in gerierah 

Romeniorfi although it is fituated about two 
miles from the river, is not to be paficd by in 
lilence. Its name indicates that it was formerly 
a Roman village \ and this idea is confirmed by 
many coins found in its neighbourhood, bearing 
the infcriptions of Julius Cae&ry Marcus Aure- 
lius, Conftantine^ Agrippina> &c« Two co<« 
lumns alio, formed according to the Roman ftile 
of architefturej have been dug out of the fide 
of an adjacent hill. Julius Csefar is fiippofed x» 
have thrown a bridge over the Rhine tt thia 
place, when he pafTed into Germany^ in order 
to convince the Sicambri that the Rhine was noC 
the boundary of his vidories, and to proteft the 
Ubii from their oppreflbrs, as he relate^ in the 
fourth book of his Gallic War. If you turn to 
Juria^s edition of that work, you may contem* 
plate the model of a bridge thrown over the 
Rhine for the above purpofe. 

Thii 
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This great diverfity of interefting objcfts 
awakened the attention and roufed the fpirits of 
the whole company. Many of thefc objefts con- 
firmed the truth of an obfervation made in my 
preceding letter, that thg culture of the vine 
does not furnifh the moft advantageous employ- 
ment for the induftrious poor; nor produce 
plenty where it is the chief article of commerce* 
The number of neat and comfortable dwellings 
perceivable in every village in this diftri(^j and 
the general appearance of competency, furniflied 
a ftriking contraft to moft of the villages in the 
Rbingan* Many obfervations were made by our 
ingenious companions of a moral, religious, and 
political nature, which I ftiall not repeat, as their 
chief merit confifted in being pertinent at the 
time. I was pleafed with the pious efFufions of 
our fair fongftrefs, who read aloud the tranflation 
of Pope's Univerfal Prayer, which! mentioned 
upon a former occafion. No matin fervice 
could have been better adapted to our fitua- 
tion. 

Paffing by the Gute Mann and the Weijfen 
Thurm, which it is faid was built to mark the 
boundaries of the two £le£torates, Treves and 
Cologne, our boatman croflcd over to the 

northern 
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northern border, and landed us at Neuweid^ be- 
tween the hours of eight and nine. 

The pleafing appearance of Neuweid, when 
viewed at a diftance, has been already noticed. 
I muft confefs that this diftant view excites the 
idea of greater beauty than a nearer approach 
will authorife ; yet it is a neat and comely town. 
It is not furrounded by walls, which is a very 
unufual circumftance in a country where every 
place above the title of a village, has its fortifica- 
tion :-— It is built with great regularity ; the 
ftrects arc ftraight and broad, interfedling each 
other at right angles. The houfes are neat, but 
none of them are fplendid, excepting the palace 
of the Prince. The churches and other public 
buildings pofiefs no other ornament, than what 
a fimple and decent ftile of architefturc natu- 
rally gives to larger edifices. 

The name of this town is properly Neu-Weid, 
orNewWeidi and it derives the appellation 
from its being a modern city compared with 
every other adjacent to the Rhine $ and alfo in 
the principality of Weid. The anceftors of the 
prefcnt Prince of Weid were formerly among 
the richeft Princes of Germany ; and fome of 
thatHoufe have arifen fo the dignity of Eleftors, 
but a large (hare of property and much politick 
influence have been loft in confequcncc of their 

cm- 
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embracing the Proteftant faith. Their polftf- 
fions are tio^ reduced to two boroughs exclufive 
of this city, and betv^een forty and fifty villages. 

It is chiefly to the facrifice made to a good 
confcience, that the flourifliing ftate of the city 
may juftly be afcribed. Alexander the firft of 
the Proteftant line, found it neccflary to improve 
his diminiOied fortunes : and Jie had the wifdom 
to conneft the happinefs of his people with his 
own pecuniary intereft. He gave every encou- 
ragement in his power to every objeft of induf- 
tryj invited ftrangers to eftablilh themfelves 
under his jurifdiftion, by making very advan- 
tageous propofals J and inftead of fufferinghim- 
fclf to be embittered by the ill-treatment he had 
experienced, he freely tolerated that religion 
which had perfecuted him. His fucceflbrs, fol- 
lowing an example in which juftice and wIfdom» 
private intereft and public welfare, are eminently 
united, have happily rendered this city a flou- 
rifhing colony of artifts. The number of inha- 
bitants amounts to between fix and feven thou- 
fand. It has been confiderably upon the in- 
creafe fince the year 1762, and it now contains 
a number of artifans and manufacturers in 
almoft every branch. Watch and clock- 
makers, fadlecs, cabinet-makers, iron-founders 
A a 2 and 
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and Jmithsy manufaSurers of Jbammy^ of cot-- 
tofty and of paper-hangings, > turners^ flioe- 
makersj potters, plumbers, chandlers, &c. &c. 
It poflefles alio a printing-office, which from 
the freedom granted to the prefs, is rifing into 
confiderable repute. 



LETTER 



THE <HINS/ 357 



I ETl M R Ur. 



Neaweid. 

THE prcfcnt Prince of Ncuwcid, in imitation 
of his anceftors^ is the friend and father of his 
people. Every plan is adopted to render them 
induftrious and happy :— •not only is every fpecies 
of manufadtory encouraged^ but every religious 
feft enjoys full toleration. Jews, Hernhutters, 
or Moravians, Catholicks, Lutherans, and Pro- 
teftants, are permitted tq worfhip the ope Uni- 
yerfal Father, each in his own manner, and are 
thifs habituated to confider themfelves as bre- 
thren. Being children of the fame parent, fub* 
je6ts of the fame moral government, candidates 
alike for a future ftate, they are taught to refleft, 
that the articles in which they agree, are of in- 
finitely greater importance than thofe in which 
they differ j and that the minutise of fpeculative 
opinions cannot annihilate the primary duty of 
brotherly love. The Preiefiant is the efta- 
bliflied religion -, b^t, as far a$ vfc could learn, 
A a 3 it 
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it had no other external privilege, than that of 
tolling the bell to church 5 and the different kc^ 
taries, inftead of being difconcerted at the found, 
regulate the hours of their worlhip alfo by its 
fummons. 

Several inftances were given us of the bene- 
ficence of this Prince, and his paternal attention 
to the welfare of his fubjefts, but 1 fhall only- 
mention the following : — As he was taking a 
walk with his family, he flopped at the worklhop 
of a fmith, who was ftanding inadive before his 
door. ** Whence comes, it (fays the Prince), 
that I have not heard the found of your hammers 
of late ?" " Alas, gir, I h^ve no iron, and a 
lofs I fuftained the laft week, has deprived me 
of the means to procure fome.'* " How much 
iron can you work up in a week ?" *' To the 
value of about ten crowns." " Well (anfwered 
the Prince), I fhall enquire whether this be a 
faft, or whether you tell me a falfehpod to 
cxcufe yoyr indolence/' The Prince, upon 
enquiry, was convinced of the truth of the 
fmith's aflertion, and he fent him the ten crowns 
the day following. The fmith purchafed the 
requifite materials : joy and gratitude gave fuch 
unufual ftrength to his arm, that the ftrokes 
of his hammer were heard much farther than 
ufuaU 

The 
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The Hernhutters at Neuweid, arc about 450 
in number. This fcft fets an example of in^ 
duftry, fobrlcty, and peaceable condud j they 
obtained permiffion to eftablifh themfclves at 
this place, in the year 1750 ; and in the year 
1756, they built a fraternity in the fame manner 
.as at Zuyft ; here they refide as long as they 
continue celibates, and are engaged in various 
kinds of bufinefs. Numerous (hops are alfo 
arranged, as at Zuyft, on each fide of a gallery, 
where almoft every article oT a perfonal and do- 
meftic nature, cither for ufe or ornament, may 
be purchafed j alfo various toys, for the amufe- 
ment or inftruftion of children. We were con* 
dufted through thcfc different fhops by one of 
the fraternity, in a very obliging manner, and 
each of us purchafed a fomething by way of 
indemnification for the trouble we had given. 

Among the numerous arts and manufactories 
at Neuweid, which merit the attention of an 
inquifitive traveller, if his time will permit, the 
works of two artifts are more particularly recom- 
mended to his notice. The cabinet-work of 
Mr. Rontchen, under the diredion of his fore- 
man, Mr. Kraus ; and the clock-work of Mr. 
Kinzing, a watch-makeri Rontchen is deemed 
one of the mofl ingenious artifts on the Con- 
tinent, in his particular department s and he is 
A a 4 faid 
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faid to cxccll both in tafte and execution. Moft 
of the German Princes, whole finances will 
admit, purchafe fome article or other of their 
elegant furniture from Rontchen. We faw a 
fpecimen of hi? art at Coblentz, in the Eleftor's 
cabinet. It was a writing-defk, curioujly inlaid 
with various kinds of the fineft wood : it bad 
coft an hundred louis d'ors. Upon the recomr 
mendation of our attendant at Coblentz, we de- 
termined to pay this artift a vifit upon our 
return to Neuweid. But we were difappointed 
in the pleaftire we had promifed ourfelves, and 
our travelling companions. Mr. Rontchen, and 
his chief workman, were on their way to Peterf- 
burgh, with a large aflbrtment of furniture, dcf- 
tincd for the Emprefs of Rudla; and we were 
informed, that not a piece remained that was 
worthr of being prefented to a ftrangcr. 

At Kinzing's we were more fortunate. This 
very ingenious mechanic fliewed us feveral pieces 
of clock-work, that manifcfted unremitted ap- 
plication, as well as (kill. The moft ftriking 
and popular, was 4 clock, which to the many 
ufeful excellencies it pofTeffes, is furnilhed with 
a fet of barrel chimes, that play to the extent of 
twelve pleafing and elegant tunes ; and each tune 
upon the bells, is accompanied by the mufic of 
a dulcimer, with the greateft accuracy : the 

hammers 



THJfr RHINE. 361 

hammers of the dulcimer are put into motion by 
the fame machinery which plays the chimes. This 
man was an artift from his childhood. At the 
age of fifteen, he had finifticd a pendulum clock, 
which was much admired for its neatnefs and 
accuracy. His talents were, in part, hereditary : 
his father, though a miller by trade, ufed to 
employ his leifure hours in mechanics j and he 
made clocks for his own amufement, without 
having received any particular inftruftion. From 
him the fon acquired a tafte for this branch of 
mechanifm, and learned the praftical parts of 
the bufinefs, which he has now brought to fiich 
a degree of perfeftion. 

WhoeyejT contemplates the rapid progrefs 
which the arts are making in different parts of 
the Continent, rcfpefting elegance of defign, 
improved workmanfhip, and incrcafed Remand, 
he will be induced to conclude, that England 
cannot always maintain that decided luperiority 
in its arts and manufadures, which it at prefent 
enjoys. It does not require a fpirit of prophecy 
to forefee, that the period muft arrive, in which 
this mighty fabric of artificial greatnefs will fall 
into ruins ; and dreadful muft be the fall I One 
obfervation, however, which I have had frequent 
opportunities of making fince I have refided 
upon the Continent, affords fome confolation^ as 
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it removes the evil at a greater dillance than 
might have been at firfl: imagined. As long as 
you are able to maintain that reputation you have 
juftly acquired,- either refpedting cheapncfe or 
execution, you are deriving confiderable advan- 
tage from thcfe efforts of continental artifts, to 
rival yourworkmanlhip. Happily, afpiritof 
emulation takes place, at the fame time, among 
purchafers and confumcrs, which operates more 
extenfively in your favour for the prefent, than 
the other can poffibly to your detriment. To 
lUuftrate my obfervation, I remark, fince my 
refidence in Holland, that the Dutch have made 
great advances in the elegance of their furniture 
in general 5 but I ftiall confine myfelf to the two 
articles of cabinet-work and of carpets. For- 
merly, thefe were luxuries, to be found alone in 
the houfes of the principal merchants, or perfons 
of diftinftion -, they are now in the lodgings of 
their clerks and dependants. Very refpeftablc 
citizens, who were, about five-and-twenty years 
ago, happy to inherit the antiquated chairs, 
tables, and large family chcfts of cheir anceftors, 
ai^d who covered the floors of their bed apart- 
ments with homely mats, would now blufh at 
not being in the falhion. The general tafte for 
elegance has awakened their ambition, not to be 
excelled, or not to be equalled by thofc, who 



■^. 
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are, in other refpcfts, their inferiors. Their 
floor-mats are dcftined to proteft their fruit-trees 
from nipping frofts, and Wilton carpets are fub- 
ftituted in their place. The antiquated furniture 
is expofed to public fale, and you enjoy a large 
(hare of the commiflions to replace thern with 
modern elegance. Thus, notwithftanding the 
number of artifts are daily upon the increafe, and 
are to be met with in all our principal towns, 
yet the tafte for fuperior elegance increafes in 
fuch a proportion, that you are, and will con* 
tinue to be confiderable gainers upon the whole, 
as long as you can fupport your reputation 
as fuperior artiils. 

The fituation of Neuweid is well chofen for 
the plan of the Regent. The general invitation 
that was given to ftrangers in the year 1762, by 
a public advertifement, does not exaggerate, 
when it aflerts, that the air is falubrious, and 
the country fertile as well as beautiful to the 
eye; that it abounds with flefh, fifli, poultryj, 
game, vegetables, and fruits of various kinds ^ 
that its hills furnifh wines, particularly the^ 
Bhckevy in great abundance ; that its proximity 
to the river, and its vicinity to the cities of Bonn, 
Coblentz, Mentz, and Franckfort, affords a 
ready exportation for the manufadtures of the 

place. 
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place, and as ready a fupply for foreign articles. 
It further affures thofe who are difpofcd to build, 
that a piece of ground, competent to their plan, 
Ihall be given gratis j that the taxes are ex- 
tremely moderate, and immutably fixed, accord- 
ing to the value of their habitations ; and that 
every ftranger who (hall build a houfe of ftime^ 
may claim exemption from this tax for the fpacc 
of fifteen years, and ten years for a houfe of 
timber -, and that they (ball be at perfcdl liberty to 
quit the place, without being fubje£led to any 
fine or impofition whatever*. 

'^o judge from external appearance, and alfo 
from the reprefcntation of tbofc who have cn- 

* If the reader wi(hcs for a more ample account pf this 
city, or of the principality of Weid, be may confult Le 
Voyage fur It Rhiriy meationcd in a former letter. The author 
of that work informs us, that he took refuge here from the 
minifte;-ial dcfpotifm of France : he mentions the prote^on 
he has received, with the warmed gratitude, and gives a cir- 
cumftantial and interelUng defcription of a place where he 
enjoys fuch perfetl fecurity. The writer of thcfr letters 
cannot forbear cxpreffing his fonrow at the information he has 
lately received, tiiat the Prince of Neuweid, induced by the 
love of that liberty he wiihes to d{fiife as well as to enjo), and 
fcduced by too lavourable ideas of the wifdom and bene- 
volence of modern French politics, has been difcovered in 
carrying on a fccret corrcfpondcncc with the National Con- 
Vi*ntion, which has cxpofed him to the rcfcniment of the 
Germanic Powers. 

joyed 
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joyed the beft opportunity of knowing, the inha- 
bitants of Neuweid may be faid to fomn one 
numerous and contented family. Induftry, good 
order, morality and religion, are rcfpcfted ; and 
vice never makes an accidental appearance with- 
out exciting indignation, and feeling a blufh. 
The city is fufficiently large for all the purpofes 
of brifk trades but not fo populous as to conceal 
or encourage immoralities. The enjoyments of 
the inhabitants are not of the moft gay and lively 
kind ; they chiefly conlift in health, peace, and 
competence. This place affords no room for 
the reftleflhefs of ambition, no place for fpecious 
doquence, no opportunity for the exertion of 
thoie talents which have perfonal diftinftions, or 
the luft of power for their objeft. It affords 
little encouragement for the difplay of fruitlefs 
imagination, nor would it reward with its appro- 
bation, that clafs of ideas which fhine like a 
meteor for the moment, without difFufing per- 
manent light, or producing fubftantial good. But 
every hint that can be Ibapen into form for the 
comfort or elegancies of life ; every idea that is 
the prototype of a fomething to be realized, is 
foftered and protedled with care and with 
fuccefs. 

If we contemplate this community at Neu- 
weid, in a political point of view, it affords an 

example 
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example and a lefibn, for both Princes and people. 
It demonftrates that under a wife and good go« 
vernment, the real influence and fubftantial hap- 
pinefs of the fuperior, are rendered permanent^ 
or vzxhtr frogreffivfy by the progreffive profpcrity 
of the fubjcft. It proves, that fubjcfts will be 
moft difpofed to obedience, where they arc firmly 
convinced that their principal is a£tuated by 
an unremitted attention to their welfare. It 
proves, that refpeflful obedience to wife and 
equal laws, is the fource of tranquil enjoyment, 
and the cement of fociety ; and it manifefts, thai 
fubje6ts, at large, are infinitely more fktisficd, 
and enjoy a greater portion of happinefs, where 
they exercife a due confidence in their fuperi<Mrs, 
whofe political knowledge muft exceed their 
own, than if every man was to become his own 
legiflator, or to be engaged in the purfuit of that 
fpccies of liberty, which is moftly accompanied 
with the latent deGre of becoming his neighbour's 
fovcrcign ; that is more eager to poffcfs power 
than to poffcfs competent kiiowledge, wifdom, 
and benevolence, to give it a proper dire&ion. 
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Neuweidy Andernach^ Bonn. 

I N my laft letter, I gave you a general 
account of the prefent ftate of Neuweid^ accord- 
ing to information received upon the fpot, or in 
the courfc of our journey. Since our return, 
leveral difcoveries have been made in the vicinity 
of this place, of no fmall importance to lovers of 
antiquity. As every Angularity that relates to a 
place we have vifited with pleafure, and for 
which we have contracted an efteem, naturally 
excites our curiofity, I have made fome enquiry 
concerning thefe difcoveries, and I lhall fufpend 
my journal for a few minutes, in order to com- 
municate the refult for your own amufement, or 
that of your friends. 

In the (ummcr of the year ninety-one, as fome 
labourers were digging in a field adjacent to .the 
village of Niederbieber^ which is diftant about 

three 
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three miles from Neuwcid, they difcovered 
feveral remains of antiquity, which induced the 
hereditary Princefs of Neuweid to make further 
refearchcs at her oWn expence, and it has been 
with the moft fortunate iflue. Exclufive of 
many filver and copper coins, various utenfils, 
and fmall figures in bronze, they found the 
remains of a regular Roman building. As they 
were clearing this building from the rubbifli diat 
aftercd to it, they difcovered a fmall ftatuein 
one of the walls. This, exclufive of the pedeftal, 
is about a foot in height, of gilt bronze, and 
unimpaired. The (tatue reprefents a geniu9> 
that holds a cornucopia in his left hand, and in 
his right a cenfer: on his head is placed a 
turret; he refts upon one foot, the other is 
Ibmewhat bent. Near to the ftatue were found 
five quadrangular plates, of the fame metal, 
which manifcftly belonged to the pedeltah Two 
of thefe were without infcriptions, and confe- 
qucntly may be fuppofed to have been deftined 
for the back part, and upper furface of the 
pedeftal. On the other three were the following 
infcriptions :— 



I. Salustius. 



THt iHIMI, 



ih 



h 

SAtuLlxJs 
Satarra 

MACklNUS 

Laetus 
ApolLinaris 

Secundanus 
Ursu^« 



It. 

^ATERNtf* 

FruDens 
Marianus 

f)AC0VAS^U9 

Cersalis 

Aturo 

Victor* 



HI. 

IkH.D.D. BAlOLt 

Et Vexillari col* 

LECIO ViCtORIEK 
SIUM SIGNIFER 
DRUM GeNIUM D. 
VIII. KaL. OcTOBRi 
PRESEK^TE ET AlBINO 
COS 

H. XIII. D. S. R. 

Lieiitenant Engineer Hofmann^ who inftrufta 
the hefeditary Prince of Neuweid in the difierenc 
branches of philolQphy^ ha$ communicated thefe 
difcoveries to^the Hofrath Heyne of Gottiageo^ 
a gendeman deeply verfed in the fcience of antH> 
quities. Mr. Hofmann conjefbures from the 
letters^ In H^ D. D. in honorem domus Mvini, 
that the ftatue was placed in a temple contiguom 
Vol. 1L B b t9 
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to the buildings and that the names infcribec} 
upon No« I and 2. are thofe of the Baioli and 
Vexillarh who had ercdted the ftatue. But his 
learned friend objedb^ that domiis divina does noc 
always indicate a temple : it is applied to every 
ftately txiilding^ and is frequently fynonimous 
with domus augufta. 

Animated by thefe difcoveries> they purfucd 
their enquiries with double diligence, and witb 
the mod dedrabie fuccefs. Befides fmaller ar- 
ticles with which the Princefs is daily enriching: 
her cabinet^ after the labour of feveral months> 
they have indifputabiy traced the ruins of a 
Roman city j — fragments of city walls 5 — public 
and private baths ;— the veftiges of an aquedufl:> 
313 feet in length, communicating with feveral 
finaller pipes. Six Calidaria, or bathing-rooms^ 
are already cleared, and their particular con- 
ftru£tion inveftigated. One of thefe baths refts 
vpon more than an hundred regular columns of 
brick : on moft of thefe columns are ornamental 
carvings, fome €>f a round, others of an oblong 
form : fome have the figure of a rofe, with the 
fcllowinginfcription^— Leg. VIIL Aug. Leo. 
XXL Leo. XXII. Coh. IV. VhdeL Several 
ether images have dlfo been found, befides that 
of the Genius abovementioned— as a Jupiter fuU 
mwans, ViSoria GradUns, Diana Venatrixy a 

Mercury^ 



Mercury y &c. all in bronze ^ and another Genius 
of free-ftonc, fimilar to the preceding. This is 
inr)pcrfcd j but the lower part of a cornucopia 
is obfervable in the left hand, and the infcrip* 
tions> as far as they can be traced, are the fame 
as the fornier. The coins that have been found, 
extend from the time of ^ibtrius to Gallinas, 
comprehending a fpace of about two ages and 
an half. 

From thefe documents, Mr. Heyne naturally 
concludes, that- this was one of the Roman 
cities, which hidorians have afierted to have 
been built beyond the Rhine, and as illuftrative 
of feveral paflages in their writings 1 parti- 
cular of Vobifcus and Eutropius. The former 
fays*, that the Romans placed uries valiJas, 
nobileSi divites 6? fotentes trans Rbinum j and, 
in his life of Probus, he informs us, that he 
urbis RomanaSy £s? caftray in Jolo barbarico 
fo/uiti atque illic milites collocavit. Eutropiusf 
alfo, fpeaking of Ulpius Trajanus Crinitus, 
obferves, that urbes trans Rhenum in Germania 
reparavit. Mr. Hoffman fuppofes, that this 
was firft a place of encampment, which was 
fucceeded by a city 1 upon the walls of whichj 
the towers may, in fome places, be traced. 

* Vobifc. in Prob. c. 13. f Eutrop. lib. viu. C. 2. 

B b a Mn 
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Mr. Heyne conjefturcs, - that this was one of 
the Roman cities th^ was taken and deftroyed 
by the viftorious Germans, and that the event 
took place towards the end of the third century. 
I am informed that Lieutenant HofiPman is en* 
gaged in preparing a circumftantial account of 
thefc difcoveries for the prefs, which is to be 
illuftrated with plates. 

Now to my Journal. We returned to bur boat 
about eleven o^clock, and purixred our cou(ie 
towards Andernach, paffing by more villages 
than I have time or inclination to particularize, 
and fome country feats : the one has the fingukr 
name of Teufelshaufe, the Devil's houfe, fo 
called, froo) a fuppofition Af the ignorant and 
credulous, that it ts haunted : it was formerly a 
hunting feat of the Prince's ahceftors. As we 
approached to Andernach, afegmenrof thean[>- 
phitheatre, already mentioned, prefcnted itfelf 
to view in full majefty. The mountains col- 
ledted thcmfelves together on each fide of the 
narrow paffage we were about to enter, in order 
to compel the waters to form a deeper channel s 
they aimed at a regular arrangement, and in 
great meafure fuccecded i but the mc^ remote 
claimed a haughty pre-eminence over thofc in 
the front :^ thefe, however, fmiled in their hu- 
mility * 
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mility ; for thofe on our right hand were mantled 
with vines ; thofe on our left with the umbra- 
geous forcft, and they left the proud fummits of 
their neighbours, to expofc both their poverty 
and their pride. 

At the commencement of my journey, you 
were made acquainted with the Rhine in its re- 
tirement and difgracc : during the courfe of my 
journey, I have attempted to pay due honours 
to his majeftic ferenity and dignified benevolence. 
' I ought not to clofc without giving you fome 
fpccimeni of his terrors. I have long been 
watching for an opportunity, but he never gave 
me provocation j for, excepting his little pets 
and reftlefs foamings, when teaz^d and oppofed 
by impertinent rocks and (hoals, he has always 
Ihewn himfelfjn a chearful or in a placid humour. 
We had hitherto contemplated him, patiently 
bearing heavy burdens upon his furface, difFufing 
fertility over adjacent meadows 3 beautifying 
landfcapes with his diverlified and meandering 
forms; but he had never fwoln into tremendous 
fury, nor fpread dcfolation around him. How- 
ever, that he is well capable of this, the follow- 
ing fadts will abundantly teftify : — 

In fevere and frofty winters, the Rhine is 

frozen over to an amazing thicknefs; more 

B b 3 than 
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than once have I fkated upon its (urface, and ' 
through the chafms formed by the explofion of 
confined air, have I fccn the rapid current 
flowing under my feet. When a general thaw 
commences, the efFcfts are fometimes dreadful I 
fnow diflblving on the numberlefs mountains of 
the fouth 5 the waters of the Rhine itfelf, and of 
all the inferior rivers in the more fouthern regions, 
being let loofe at a much earlier period than in 
the more northern countries, torrents of water roll 
over the furfaces that remain unthawed, are con* 
gealed, and thus increafe the volume of frozen 
water. The large maffes of ice alfo, which are 
loofened in the warmer climates, and defccnd 
with the current, meet with various obftru£kions, 
particularly at the angles of the river, and accu- 
mulate until they form a moft tremendous body ; 
they frequently break through the moft mafly 
dykes, and inundate the adjacent lands; they 
fometimes rife as high as mountains, and deftroy 
the houfes and buildings that are within the 
reach of their fury. 

The moft ftriking inftances of this nature that 
have happened fince my refidence in Holland, 
were in the winter months of the years 1783 and 
1784. By a partial thaw, which took place in 
December 1783, a dyke between Rhenen and 
Nimeguen was broken through, and the whole 

of 
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cf the Beteuve (bon became a lake, with the tops 
of trees, and roofs of houfes, juft appearing 
above its furface. Forcunatelyj the inhabitants 
were apprized of their danger in time to fave 
thcmfclves, and to drive oflF moft of their cattle* 
What injuries they fuflfered, were greatly alle- 
viated by the liberal contributions of the opulent 
province of Holland. But the grand thaw com^ 
mencing towards the latter end of February, in 
1784, was much more deftruAive in its confc- 
quences. In many parts contiguous to the 
Rhine, dwelling-houfes and public edifices, were 
injured or deftroyed. Much damage was done 
to the city of Emmerick, in the vicinity of 
Cloves i but Cologne and Mulheim, on the 
oppofite fide of the river, fuffered the more violent 
attacks of this irrefiftible enemy. At Cologne, 
a great part of the city wails on the fide of the 
Rhine, were battered down ; all the cranes upon 
the quay were demoliflied j feveral of the Co- 
logne veflcls, defcribed in a former letter, -were 
funk, and a number of haufes adjacent to the 
Rhine-port, were firft Tapped at their foundations 
by the fwcll of the waters, and then overturned 
by columns of ice. At Mulheim, the. efFedks 
were yet more dreadful : one hundred and fixty- 
twohoufes were thrown down, and buried under 
tbeie mountains of frozen water, and nearly an 
B b 4 equal 
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^ual number were cffcntially damaged. The 
Lutheran church, which was a new, and not an 
inelegant building, was moftly dcftroyed: its 
turrets, however, efcaped, which the pioys gra- 
titude of the inhabitants moft laudably confi- 
dercd a^ a Angular providence ; for fever^l hun- 
dred pcrfons had taken refugj in thcfc turrets, 
againft thpir gigantic foe. About fifty lives 
wer^ loft, cither by the inundation, or by falling 
edifices. Such fcencs prepare the mind to be- 
lieve the narratives of incidents, which it would 
otherwife be difficult to explain. I was affured 
by a friend, who refides at Amarougcn, ad- 
jacent to Zuyltftein, that he faw, in this remark- 
able winter, a coach with horfes, floating down 
the river on an ifland of ice i and, that another 
perfon faw an infant lying in a cradle, borne 
among feveral articles of furniture, winding- 
ftairs, and other wrecks of houfcs, with the 
aitmoft rapidity down the ftream. It was alfo 
-aflerted, that a gentleman attempting to pafs 
the river upon a piece of floating ice, with his 
wife and mother under his prote&ion, it began 
to fink under their weight, and that he wa$ 
obliged to facrifice his aged parent, that they 
•might not all pepifli together, 

i mentioned thcfe inftances of the impetuofity 
p{ the Rhine, and of the difmay and miferies he 

fometimes 
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fomctimes occafions, as wc were advancing to* 

wards Andernach, while the river was in a mod 

placid ftate, and appeared deftitutc of every 

motion, excepting what was given ic by the 

oars of our bargemeii, The profcflbr's lady 

could fcarcely credit my narrative. She did 

not think it pofiible that any thing, net humane 

could be jiiflly accufed of fuch a contrariety ia 

charafler ^nd condud. But the fair inhabitant 

pf Meptz, apd her hufliand, fupported my credit^ 

J>y reciting fcveral inftances of a fimilar natui^ 

that had happened at different periods^ in the 

vicinity of Mentz, I attempted to efface every 

unfavourable impreffion^ by affuripg the Jady 

that thefe exceffes were feldoip fo trcmepdous; 

jaut that they were always beneficial, and that 

the Rhine, lik;e the Nile, fertilized every l^d it 

inundated* 

Our company now began to think thgt it w^s 
time to take fome refreftiment. We had break- 
fafted early and haftily, and the rarpble of two 
hours had aflifted digeftion even mor^ than we 
could Have wilhed ; we had, however, again 
provided a competency of ham,.'Chickens, wine, 
&:c. &c, and we thought ourfelves as much 
entitled, after the exertions of the morning, %o 
f egalc oqrfe^ycs witl\ a dejeune di^neioir^ as ar\y 

* prince 
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prince or potentate upon the face of the earth. 
The boatman's wife fpread our table for us, and 
•died the part of Hebe^ — 

Nor was will wanting to the fweet repaH ;— 
if you will allow mc to repeat a phrafe the fecond 
time, which my original has repeated at every 
meal, both of gods and men. 

Previous to our repaft, the Doflor's lady 
hummed a few chcarful tunes ; they were infi* 
nitely more grateful in our ears than thofc feleft 
bands of mufic which attend the banquets of the 
great, and the tables d* bSte of moft publicans 
on the Continent ; and which, like Canary birds» 
raife their notes in exaft proportion as the com- 
pany raife their voices, until it becomes a direft 
conteft which Ihall predominate. At table, wle 
difcourfed on what we had feen, with various 
comments. The Hernhutters feenied to have 
principally attraded the notice of our fair com- 
panions. The young doftrefs did not approve 
of the diftinftion of drefs enjoined upon the mar- 
ried and unmarried females among them ; and 
fhe thought it a great feverity to have their 
choice of a companion for life, under the imme- 
diate direftion of thofe who were under no obli- 
gation to live with him. The profeffor's lady 
was particularly pleafed with the neatnefs and 
order that univerfally prevailed in the focicty 5 

and 
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and the profcflbr made fome pertinent remarks 
upon that pallion for being commemorated^ 
which manifeftcd itfelf even among thefe unam* 
bicious people, by the initials of the names that 
were carved on the unadorned grave-ftones ia 
their burying-ground. 

Bat who to dull forgetfulnefs a prey ; 

This pleaiing> anxious being» e'er reii^s ; 
Leaves the warm precinds of the chearful day ; 

Nor calls one longing, lingering look behi.:d ? 

After the repaftj we amufcd ourfclvcs with 
examining the purchafes we had made. Our 
fair mufician hummed over, with great cagernefaj, 
Ibme new airs fhe had bought. Your humble 
fervant had> in two minutes^ all the world before 
him> which he took out of a box, and ipread 
upon the table. To fpeak more intelligibly^ I 
had purchaicd as a prcfent to a young friend, 
maps of the four quarters of the world, divided 
into a number of fedions, that every part may 
be arranged and diilurbed at pleafure. Bur, 
alas ! my dear Sir, what difafters await thofe 
who boaft of cxtenfive territories ! While I was 
amufing myfelf with thefe vaft pofleflions, in a 
much more innocent manner than might be ex« 
pe<5ted from the generality of mankind, if they 
had the world at command, a fudden fhock of 
the boat againft a float of timber, mad^ a ter- 
rible 
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riblc earthquake in our little cabin, and fhook 
the whole creation. Whimfical changes imme- 
diately took place. Great-Britain and Ireland 
got acrofs the Rhine — Sicily was buried under 
the continent of Africa — the leg of a chickea 
perched upon the prayer-book of our mufical 
devotee — and a morfel of ham fprung back again 
into Wcftphalia :— the great South- fea would 
have been drowned by the overfctting of a glafs 
of Bleker, if a flicc of bread had not fortunately 
formed a dyke againft the inundation. In a 
^ord, Europe, Afia, and Afrkra, were thrown 
into the utmoft confufion, and feveral of the 
American provinces fell into my left boot. 
' . This accident, however, has jogged my me- 
mory, and reminded me of my promile to give 
you fome account of one of thefe floats, which I 
(hall perform in my next letter. At prefcnt, I 
Ihall only add, by the time our confternati6a 
was appeafed, we found ourfelves before tbc 
gates of Jndernacb. 
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From Anderaach to fioiuiu 

VAR I OU S, and even oppofite,. are the me- 
thods of. acquiring renown. Neuweid values 
itfelf upon its being the moft modern city upon 
the Rhine, and Andernacb^ becaufe it is one of 
the moft ancient. The mouldering ruins of their 
churches and monafteries, are exhibited by the 
inhabitants with a fatisfadtion equal to that of an 
antiquarian, who points at the ruft upon a coia 
as an inconteftible mark of its great antiquity, 
Andcrnach was a flourifhing city in the year 
1 120 ; but when, and by whom it was built, I 
am not able to inform you : it was formerly a 
city of the Empire 5 it now^ belongs to the 
Eleftor of Cologne. Although it is moft advan- 
tageoufly fituated for commerce, yet ancient pre- 
judices and* attachment to ancient cuftoms, keep 
the inhabitants indolent and poor. It feems chat 
the tomb of the Emperor Valentine, whofe re- 
mains were depofited in one of their parochial 

churchesj 
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churchesj and of a child that called Barbaroflk 
his father, infpirc them with more pride than 
the moft magnificent buildings could produce, 
which commerce might ereft. 

Julius Caefar paffed over the Rhine at this 
place, when he conduced his vidorious arms 
againft the Suabians, and it was here that Drufus 
created one of thofc fifty caftles which were 
placed on the borders of the Rhine, in the days 
of Auguftus. 

It is a pity that the inhabitants are deftitute of 
die Ipirit of commerce. Such riches of nature 
cither furround or float to them 1 wines, grain, 
mineral waters, timber, mill-flones, and tuf, arc 
obvioufly difpofed to give them the preference^ 
ud merely folicit to be tranlported by them to 
other regions. 

Andernach is the place where fmaller floats of 
timber, conveyed from the forefts adjacent to 
the Rhine, the Neckar, the Main, Mofelle, &c. 
are aflembled, to be formed into greater floats : 
fome of thefe are immenfcly large. I am aflTured 
that they are not lefs than from feven to eight 
hundred feet in length ; from one hundred to one 
hundied and fifty in breadth, and from five to 
feven feet in thicknefs, or depth: they draw 
about four feet of water. We were not fo for- 
tunate as to n)eet with any of thefe on our 

journey : 
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journey : it miift have been a very amufing 
fpeftacle. The larger mafles of timber convey 
the idea of a floating village. From fixty to 
dghty wooden tenements are built upon them 
for the accommodation of about five hundred 
perfons, who are either employed to navigate 
this ftupendous mafs, or to adminifttr to the 
neceflSties of the immediate navigators. The 
fuperintendanr, and inferior ofEccrs, have very 
convenient apartments, and fome approach to 
elegance. Slaughter-houfes, ftalls for cattle, 
magazines for provifions, make alfo a confpi- 
cuous figure among the more humble buildings. 
Where the current is rapid, and in a favourable 
direftion, they commit themfclves entirely to it. 
At other times, fcveral hundred men are engaged 
in rowing. Each of the larger floats is alfo fur- 
nifhed with about thirty anchors of various fizes, 
by which they direft the courfe of the timber, 
and prevent it from ftriking againft the Ihore, 
particularly at the acuter turns and windings of 
the river : about twelve or fourteen boats, laden 
with thefe anchors and the requifite cordage, are 
attached to this mafs, to be in readinefs as 
occafion may require. Many of thefe floats arc 
deftined for Holland : ten or twelve of them 
annually arrive at the city of Dor/; fometimes 
they are many weeks, and even months^ upon 
3 their 



their paflage^ and, when the water is very l5w> 
they are obliged to wait for rains to fwell the 
riverj as lailors wait for favourable winds : but 
they generally arrive at Dort in the months of 
July* and Auguft. Here the wholefale timber- 
merchants break them up^ and difpofe of them 
to inferior traders. As the men are nourifhed at 
the expence of their chiefs their wages are but 
fmall, and when they are difmifled, each receives 
a ducat to bear his expenccs home. The hire of 
d^erent pilots^ German and Dutch^ that are 
acquainted with the channel of the river> amounts 
to about two thoufand guilders. It is faid, that 
thefe fioats furnilh too favourable an opportunity 
for a contraband trade in Selzer water and 
Rhenifh wines, to' be neglected. Cavities are 
formed in different parts of the mafs, that elude 
the keeneft infpe&ion of all the cuftom-houle 
officers^ on their paiTage. 

Another article, which might be a iburce of 
confiderable wealth to the inhabitants of Ander- 
nach, is the tuf-ftone (lapis tophaceus). This 
is diffufed in immenfe quantities over the whole 
of thefe regions, from the fVeiJfentburm to Bonn, 
and the country beyond it, and alfo to a confi- 
derable diilance north-eaft and fouth-weft of the 
Rhine, 

The 
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^ The tuf-ftone is ufed for various purpofcs. 

ij The harder fort are jQiaped into mill -(tones; thofe 

^ vihich are lefs compaift, are ufed for buildings. 

fjl ^ The tuf-ftone ground into a fine powder, and 

5. mixed with a due proportion of lime, forms a 

pj hard and durable cement, which is not only 

employed in Germany by way of mortar, but for 
the floors of their houfcs. Numberlefs veflels 
laden with thefe {tones, are annually tranfported 
to Holland to repair their dykes. Baron de ^ 
Hupfli has written a vtry philofophical treatife 
upon the tuf-ftone that is found in the neigh- 
bourhood of Andernach. He confiders it as a 
volcanic production, a Ijpecies of pumice-ftonc 
or impcrfeft lava: he defcribes the different forts 
of it, and affifts the natural philofopher to ar- 
range it fyftematically in his cabinet. The 
Baron maintains, that many of t\it Jar copbagi of 
the Romans were formed of this ftone. 

The tuf-ftone, flate, s^nd the bafalt, feem 
principally to compofe the immenfe mafs of 
mountains that extend from Andernach to Bonn, 
The bafalt, you know, is a hard, ponderous, 
dufky ftone, a fpecies of touch-ftone^ of a regular 
form and fmooth furfacc : it has the moft artir 
ficial appearance of any mineral produftion j it 
feems to have be(n hewn out by nature's hands, 
Vo^. II. G c with 



with an unufual attention to-order: tht fofm of 
the bafah is different ; fonnc are prifoiatic, others 
polygon, conPfting of five, fix, fometimes fcvca 
or eight furfaccs j generally, one furfacc of the 
b ^filt is convex, or concave, to correfpond with 
the convexity or concavity of the adjacent ftones* 
The Giant's Caufeway, in Ireland, is an a^rc- 
gation of bafalt, Mineralogifts arc not agreed 
concerning the manner in which this produ&ion 
of naiure is formed : fomc imagine it to be ^ 
calm depofition, and regular cryAalization of 
earthy matter, from its mtnftruum ; others con* 
Jidcr ir as volcanic, as a kind of granite that 
cods after it has been in fuGon, and cryftalizes 
in fuch regular maffes. Not to obferve, that it 
'is difficult to explain Why this regularity fhould 
rake place in the refrigeration of one fpecies of 
earth that has been in a ftate of fufion more than 
of any other ; or why fo much regularity ihould 
take place at one period, and fuch total con- 
fufion at ^notheri a late very curious difcovery 
feems decifive in favour of the former opinion* 
Meflrs. Von Humbold and Von Geuns, in a 
mincralogical tour thty made along the Rhine, in 
|hc year 1789, have found a bafalt in the fiflure^ 
of the hills between Unkel and Andernacb^ in 
'^hich fomc water was enclofed. This diC? 
f poyqy 
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tbvcry fccms to be touUy ftibv^rfivc of the idea 
of vokanic heat'. 

I havfc already enabled you to form feme 
general idea of the figure between the hills from 
Bonn to Andernachj when we were advancing 
upwards $ and finge, I have attempted to make 
>ou acquainted with fomeof the moft intcxeftyig 
fcenes that prefented thcmfelyes in our courfe 
down thc.riyer> from Mentz to Coblentz^ the 
minutiae of local defcription would become both 
tedious and fuperfluous^ JBeauties fimilar tp 
thofc defcribed, prefent themfclves at every in- 
ftant^ and yet a gay party of pleafurc will con- 
fider them fis inferipn In the paflage from 
Andernach to Bonn^ fombre dignity is moft pr^* 
valcnt, the fublime pf n)elancboly hue. The 
hills are not fo fertile^ but tbey are more pi&u- 
refque. The immenfe piles of ftone> and parti- 
cularly where the bafalt cpmpofes the rock, gives 
tx> many places the appearance of mafTy w^]ls> or 
large edifices in ruins, placed on the fummit> or 
on the fides of the oiountams ; while, in other 

* Mr. HnmboM has given an account of this Joamey, in 
a publicadon, entitle^y MineroUgi/cbi Biohacbtut^gen utber 
timge Bafcdtty lie, i. #. Minerological ObfenratioDs con- 
cerning fome fiafidt^ found on the bordeirs of the Rhine. 
Brunfw. 1790, 
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places, caftlcs mouldering into ruins, are fcarcdy 
to be diftinguilhed from the- prpjeftions of a 
barren rock. Where the hills are cloathed with 
vineyards, the idea that the vines are of an 
inferior quality, impairs their beauty in the eyes 
of one returning from the Rbingan. The towns 
and villages alfo have fcarccly any thing to boafl: 
of, excepting their romantic fituationsj they 
fcem to be oppreflcd, or forfakeri through po- 
verty. In fome particular, parts, however, na- 
ture looks gay, and exerts her utmoft torecom- 
pence the toils of the peafant i and thofe places 
where there is a commerce in flate, or tuf^ 
appear neat, fprightly, and happy. I might, 
therefore, from thefe many confiderations, excufe 
myfelf from giving you any further- detai}, and 
fpring forwards to Bonn with one ftrdke of my 
pen I but I cannot in conference pafs by thofe 
friends that have afforded me fa much pieafurc, 
with total negledl: : I muft point out a few of 
them, 'by way of fpecimen of the many others 
that would not difgrace the pencil of an artift, 
and I ihall leave you to contemplate the reft at 
your leifure, by tracing them upon the map of 
. our route. 

The firft obje6ks I fhall notice, which, indeed, 

' are as deferving of notice as any in this paflag€» 

arc the caftle and village of Hamerjliin^ on the 
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right fide of the river^ about two miles diftant 
from Andcrnach. The caftle is placed upon 
the fummit of a rotund and voluminous moun- 
tain that boldly projefts towards the ftrcam, 
fomcwhat fimilar to Rhynfels : it has> however, 
a more placid and rural appearance, and from 
the choice it has made,^ it feems more difpofed 
to froUSl th an aJfaiL The remains of this cattle 
are not fufficient to give us proper ideas of its 
former grandeur or ftrength. The village, 
which prefents us with manifcft indications of 
poverty, is the furvivor of a fortified city : the 
Village and caftle were once in the poflfeffion of 
Count Otho^ the Cruel j they were taken from 
him by the Emperor Henry the Second, in the 
year 1020: the city walls were razed to the 
ground, but fo much of the cattle remained as 
to afford a Ihelter for the perfecuted Henry the 
Fourth, in the year 1105, where he took refuge 
from his oppreflbrs. 

Oppofite to Hamerftein, is the caftle of Rei^ 
nocky with its village : .thefe, with the territories 
annexed, became, in the year 1654, the pro- 
perty of the Zinzendorf family, a defcendant of 
which has dillinguifticd himfelf, by becoming 
the patron of the Hernhutters. Breyftg and 
Honningen, yielding a Bleker which rivals the 
' products of more fouchern vineyards, are not to 
C c 3 be 
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be paffed by in total filence. Argenfels^ with its 
village^ iuuatcd upon the gentk declivity of a 
ftiountain, and commanding an excenfive pro-^ 
Ipcft, were once celebrated for their beauty, and 
in the days of Count Leyen^ Eleftor of Treves 
^— to which eieftorate the diitrift is fubjeft, thfc 
Q)Ot was adorned with gardens, cafcades, and 
plcafunt groves -, but time and misfortunes, thofe 
terrible enemies to beauty, have deftroyed ail 
their charms. 

About half paft three in the afternoon, our 
toat ftopt at LintZy on the eaftern borders of the 
Rhine. Lintz is a fmall city, in the jurifdiftion 
of the Eledor of Cologne % and, being the firft 
town m the diftrift, claims, as ufual, the right 
of tollage. We went on (hore, ordered a dinner 
at the beft inn we could find, and reconnoitred 
the town, while it was preparing. This city is 
very ancient, and very poor, and it by no means 
correfponds with the flattering appearance it 
makes from the' water. In fhort, it has nothing 
pleafing but its (ituation : this is by the fide of a 
lofty m6untain, tufted with trees. Here river 
and hills obviouQy feek an cxpanfion : the one 
forms itfelf into a kind of lake, and the others 
prefent their inclined furfaces to culrivation. We 
are told by antiquarians, that Untz was formerly 
a village, but that it was changed into a cify« 

and 
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md furroundcd with walls by Archbifliop Ibnry 
Vimenhurg^ in the year 13305 and, that Arch«* 
bifhop Engelbergi in the year 1565, built a caftle, 
both to fecure his right of toUage, and to curb 
the turbulent fpirit of the inhabitants of Ander* 
nach, who, in times of civil commotions, were 
at perpetual variance with thofe of Lintz. Thefe 
commotions continued for a feries of years,, and 
infpired fuch mutual hatred, that neither youdh 
nor beauty could fubdue it. Intermarriages 
were unknown among the diiBerent parties for 
ages, and it is but lately that the torch of Hymen 
fucceeds to the fire-brands of Bellona. 

At a fmali diftance from Lintz, the mountain 
of Erpel rears its head in a more perpendicular 
attitude than any of its neighbours. This is a 
mountain of bafalt, and its fantaftic attempts to 
imitate pillars and organ«pipes, and the walls of 
ruined caftles, afforded us much amulement as 
we palled by it. This mountain, notwith- 
ftanding a moft unpromifing appearance, is fa- 
vourable to the growth of the vine: itrefufes 
Joily but it imparts a friendly heat. The vines 
are planted in balkets filled with «arth, and are 
placed in the fifTures of the hill that enjoy a 
fouthern alpeft : here they receive the genial 
warmth, and floariih in great perfection. 

PaffiBg 
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Pafling by Rbeinmagen, fcvcral fmall viHagcs^ 
and fome decayed monafteries, let me conduft 
you to Unkel, where you may ftop a moment to' 
contemplate the rock Unkelftein^ that rifes ma- 
jcftically from the bed of the river. 

At a fmall diftancc from Unkelftein, a mod 
beautiful landfcape prefcnted itfelf to our view. 
The Rhme was again fpread into a lake. Several 
villages on the right and left, with their little 
/arms and their vineyards, their orchards and 
their forefts, appeared more thiLti ufually con- 
tented and happy. The ftream divides into 
three branches, encircling two fertile iQands con- 
tiguous to each other. The profpeft is termi- 
nated by the majeflic mountains of Sebenbergen^ 
that imperioufly command the Rhine to bend his 
courfe in another direAion. 

Although thcfe, mighty hills unite to form a 
whole, yet each of them has its charadteriftic and 
diftinft appellation : Drakenfels^ JVolkenbourg^ 
Rolandfekkcy Lowenberg, Nonnenjlromberg^ Hoke 
Ocblbey, znd Hemmenck, alternately demand our 
attention and refpeft. The one, Drakexfels, 
rifes perpendicularly from the fide of the river, 
decked with the mantle of majelly on the one 
. fide, while the other defies the inclemencies of 
winter. Some are more remote, as if they fought 
. rctir«ncnt, notwithftanding their grcatnefs : fome 
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that are detruncated^ leave the imagination to 
devife what they were in their priftine ftate. They 
were all places of defence in ruder times^ and the 
hiftory of their confliAs was^ for a feries of ages^ 
conneftcd with that of the German XmpirCt 
Several, by their monafteries, profeffed a re- 
verence for religion ; but it was at a period, when 
the mild diftates of Chriftianity, unable to fub- 
•due the ferocity of barbarous times, were accom- 
modated to the manners, and were made to con- 
fecrate every motive of ambition, and every ad 
of violence. 

Notwithftanding the tremendous appearance 
of thefe mountains, the fcene was rendered placid 
by the mildnefs of the evening, and the calm- 
nefs of the river. Its furface was fmooth as the 
mirror of Venus ! The adjacent fliores, with all 
their divc>fity of objedls j — the floating veffcls ; 
— ^the azure fky, with a few fleecy clouds of 
fantaftic form, were faithfully refleded in the 
full poflfeflion of their refpedive ihapes and 
colours. Here the gentle nymphs of Diana 
might have bathed, blufliing with modefty, and 
exulting at the perfedtion of their make 1 Nor 
would NarcifTus have difcovered the fmalleft 
wrinkle upon his brow, to check his fatal 
pai&on ! We all aflembled before the door of 

our 
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our cabin^ fo con^mplate thefe ierene beautiei 
of nature i and our h\r fongftrefs^ with her con« 
fore, favoured us with the laft duetto of plaintive 
mdody, lb confooaac with our iituaiion and om" 



t H E E N D^ 



ERRATA OF VOL. IL 

In cottfequence of fome obfcurities in the MSS. and the Author*)^ 
diftance from the prefs, the fbUowing inaecuracies have takes 
place, which will require the corredion of the reader. 

Page 3, line 14, dele general 

i6j 1. 1, for he is read that he is 

20j 1. 14, f. or r. nor 

49, 1. II, f. ShoaborafluH r. Shonbom's loft 

59, 1. 16, f. fuppofed r. difpofed 

laft 1. f. eaftern r. weilern 
66, L 3, r. though our Cicerone would notj and 

immediately, &c. 
88, 1. 7, f. adopted r. adapted 
90, 1. 3, f. agnculturer r. hufbandxnai^ 
108, L the laft, for live r. terminate 
i2o> 1. 25, f. to r. in themfelves 
142, 1. 7, f. Jeiz r. Seis 
1. 25, f. more r. many 

144, 1. 1, f. 1425 r. 1485 

145, 1. 14, f. argument r. agreement 
149, 1. 25, f. painter r. printer 
159, !• 3» f- to r. who 

161, 1. I, f. after r. afterwards 
165, 1. 24, r. Picterfon 
174, 1. 27, f. deceffit r. decepit 

202, 1. 2, f. junior r. fenior 
254, 1. 15. f. dinner r. Romer 
2689 1. I3» f. releaiing r. relieving 
287, 1. 7, from bottom f. Rhingan r. Rhingan* 
and in every other place where this word occurs 
' 290, 1* 4> from bottom r. 

«^i Ti Svf*o( f jfVflo iaXrof tfa^nf, 

295, 1. 9, f. VollaTroiffe r. Villa Triefc 
297, 1. 1* f. refidc r. recede 
^99, 1. 14, f. ilrange r. ftrong 
302, 1- 9» f mans r. maus 
328, 1. 8« from bottom f. Stahl r. Stuhl 
J36, 1. 1 1» f. wicked r. Wickert 



